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bvinp; on had food ;— that there were, befidrs all thefc, two hiindrul thoufan^
people, in Scotl;;nil, begging their bread froni door to door.

Such, then, were the h-irdtirciiinUiinccs and tinirs in uhi'h Donald Mncieod
was brought tip, from the liltli year of his a^rc /learlv to the twelfth.
Towards Chrilhnaii, in the year 1699, in the niid'll of froft and Inow, witK

his indenture, which he had contrived to^^ct into his hands, and one line n (hirt
in hi« pocket, our young adventurr, bcr«*rc it was yet day, (cl out ironi his
mallrr's houfc at Invcrnefs, fccictly, withont any oihci dcOination than thit
of wandering with hif, face fouthward. Hi* brotMics and his ftockings foon
give way, and he was reduced to the ncccflity of encoi'iiiering tlie icy and ru;;-
ged puhs throngh which he paffcd with his kjjs and hit <jiiitt bare. ThisciV-
ciinillance, liowevcr, was not half fo afthi^iofj tolitrU- Donald, as thi conttaut
flppreiienfion left he fliould be purfiicd and'nvertakm by the Miicphcrfon-

,

his OTiifters, and forcibly taken back to fnlfil the time of 'liis apprcnti^elhip.
He, therefore, as much as pofliole, avoided the hi^h.vay, and firm k, at cvcvy
turn, into the narrow defdes, and bye-paths, that Ted through the mountains.
Mr. Burke thinks that nothing, n^, not liberty itfelf, is abfolutcly or abflrac-
tedly good : that things are only defireable and good relaiivt-ly ; and that all

their comfort depends on circuniftances. But Donald Macleod was of a differ-
entopinion : for, even in the rtfidft of fnowy hills, and dreary, frozen waflcs,
he exulted in his freedom, in the confciouhiefs of being uncontrolled, and hia
own mafttr. Liberty appeared to Donald to be fi;ood, abftra<ftedly and in it-

fclf; tor, thoiigh it did not immediately remove the evil, of which he had fo
nimh reafon to complain in a ftate of fervitude, it excited courage, and nou-
rifhed hope ; it gave fnll fcope to fancy and contrivance, and alleviated the
weight of what he now fuffcrcd, by the profpt^ of wJiat he might yet enjoy.
His teclings were in exait nnifon with thofe of another adventurer, on a Tour
into the Interior Parts of Africa;

** I now exulted,** favs the traveller, " in my emancipation, (from his
•• m3<lers,) and felt an extafy of joy in the mere poflcflionof lifeand liberty,
*' though I knew not how to fuftain the one, or fecure the other. Nor was!
•* plunged into defpair when this tranfport began to fubfide. If I fliould fub-
'* (ill on the reptiles of the earth, and roots, and herbs, and feeds, and towhat-
•* foever I fliould be drawn by the keennefs of fenfe, puritied by want, and in-
*^ vigorared by the bre.ith of Heaven, I would efleem myielf happy in being
" my own mafter.**

Oiir young wandei er feldom went near any honfe in the day-time ; but when
ij'ght appro;iclied, he looked about for fome hamlet, or village, where he might
get a loilgiofr, and fomething to fuftain Nature. Though, in thofe calamhous
times, he met with frequent repulfrs when he begged a bit of tread or a little

rtifa!, he v;as n;^ver refuiVd a night's lodging by any one to whom he made ap-

plication. ** Woe is me !" people would lay, '* he is a comely boy His coat
'* and kilt too are of a finer plaid than ufual. He is furely fome gentleman's
** fon. " Perhaps," another would fay, '* he is fome gentleman's baftard.*'

Some, in the morning, would give him a fmall pittance of the little that they

had for their ownfiimiflied children, and, with tears in their eyes, bid the Lord
Mefs him and auide him. Others would earneftlv advife him to return home.

To all their inquiries concerning his family, his name, and the place from

whence he came- he gave evafive anfwers, fearing nothing fo much, as that

he fliould fall again into the hands of the Macpherlons. Thoi'e men were not

Inrlh to him, thou2,h they confined hirti clofely to his work ; but he was ab-

folutely ft;uved, as they had not, in themidft of prevailing famine, wherewithal

tofatisfy the wants of their family.

When he came (for he fleered his courfe fouthward by the highland, not by
the coaftroad) near to Aberff Idie, where there was a ferry, the bridge not be-

iirg yet built, he fel' in with an elderly woman, decently apparelled, and, in

a{>pf"ar.ince, rather above the common rank. She put many nueftions, and at

length otfcied to take him home with her to her ownhoufe. Heaflied lierwhat
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