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one began to fail, the expedient of thrusting in felt, as well as

oakunij was resorted to, and a plank nailed over all. After this

operation a perceptible diminution in the water was made, and

being encouraged by the change, we put forth our utmost exertion

in bailing and pumping, and before night, to our infinite joy, the

leak was so overpowered that tlie pun)ps were only required to

be used at intervals of ten minutes. A sail, covered with every

substance that could be carried into the leaks by the pressure of

the water, was drawn under the quarter of the ship, and secured

by ropes on each side.

As a matter of precaution in the event of having to abandon

the ship, which was for some time doubtfu., the elderly women
and children were removed to the Eddystone when the wind was

moderate this afternoon, but the young women remained to assist

at the pumps, and their services were highly valuable, both for

their personal labour, and for the encouragement their example

and perseverance gave to the men. •
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At day-light, on the 9th, every eye was anxiously cast around

the horizon in search of the Wear, but in vain ; and the recollec-

tion of our own recent peril caused us to entertain considerable

apprehensions for her safety. This anxiety quickened our elforts

to exchange our sliattcred sails for new ones, that the ship might

be got, as speedily as possible, near to the land, wliich was but

just in sight, and a careful search be made for her along the

coast. We were rejoiced to find that our leak did not increase

by carrying sail, and we ventured in the evening to remove the

sail which had been placed under the part where the injury had

been received, as it greatly impeded our advance. ^', v

We passed many icebergs on the 10th, and in the evening we
tacked from a level field of ice, which extended northward as far

as the eye could reach. Our leak remained in the same state

;

ihe pumps discharged in three minutes the quantity of water which

had been received in fifteen.

The ship could not be got near to the land before the afternoon

of the lull. At four P.M. we hove to, opposite to, and about

five miles distant from, the spot on which we had first struck on

Saturday. Every glass was directed along the shore (as they had
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