
mmm

ALEXANDER HAKAXOF 11

A RI'S.SIAN m.dCK llurSK

lul. The
ul, the nati

nd repulsing

OSS. In 17^
nts organizei

than any
of kSiberia

and numbt
ne of the ves

, and was c

Shelikof, w
ering island,

id other isla

made at I"

)n fresh wat

utian hunt
and now ca
e Saints harl

I hostility by
d, they begai

artifications

The winter v

mon were v

he present (

d.

nxious to seci

discoveries ;i

a, and to obtitJi^if^iasm, and fortunately for the success
sive privilege shelikof's schemes, the" Russian govern-
is. To furtl»nt just about this time became convinced
beria, leavingg^t many abuses existed in the relations be-
beruin merchireen the various independent trading com-
ave mstructii nies and the natives, and that it would be
his wisdom i.^t to abolish the traders' rule, and place
iirected his lie whole American traffic in the hands of
)t Russian inigjugie strong comi)any. So Slielikof and
thward, tobg partner, (iolikof, were invited to Saint
,ablish statii^tersburg to be presented to the Enijiress,

10 coast of tjio manifested great interest in their pro-
' *^*^t up maictg, and conferred gold medals and swords
south as (';f honor upon them. On September 2Sth,
itructed to stfgg^ a decree was issued, giving the coni-
e language, (^y exclusive privileges of trading and
^he Russians, jntiiig in the regions discovered and con-
ibes they mi..*olled by them. Besides all this a subsidy
men

; tocolltf two hundred thimsand rubles was advanced
ther articles -om the i)ublic treasury, to be rei)aid in

surveys, buventy annual instalments without interest,

'hools. In Siberia Shelikof looked about him f.)r a
kutsk, the c.'ian who wtnild carry out his plans, and set
e he placed Ijh heart ujion Alexander I'.aranof, a native
)r transmissif Kargapol in eastern Russia. 1 laranof was
iccount of iorn in 1747, and from his native place went
naps and phio Moscow, where he was a clerk in retail

is work. Thopfi; in 1771 he set up in business for him-
latter up welf.but dissatisfied with his prositects. he

migrated to Siberia in 17M>, and took the

management of a glass factory in Irkutsk.

Later, he engaged in trading on the Anadir

river and in Kamchatka, and did a fair bus-

iness. Reing fond of his independence, he

at first refused to enter the service of the

Shelikof company. So Delarof, a ( Ireek, was
appointed in charge of the colony at Kadiak.

He behaved with great kindne.ss and justice;

but, though visitors of all nationalities jiraised

him highly, he was much too lenient and hon-

est to suit his unscrujjulous directors.

In 17S*) Raranof lost two of his caravan.s,

and was rendered bankrupt. Shelikof ap-

proached him again, and this time Haranof

accei)ted his overtures, and entered the ser-

vice of the comjiany in 171K). He was ex-

cellently fitted for the work he had to tlo;

shrewd, i)olitic. full of courage and energy.
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