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him in the counseld of this nation. Sines then, it is

true, time has silvered his locks, and left an impress
upon his brow. But I believe he yet retains unim>
paired all the faculties which he «ivcr possessed.

Once I knew his perceptions were C'enr, his views
comprehensive, his mind vigorous, s political pur-
poses patriotic; and he was decid / energetic in

the accomplishment of his designs.

He is, I trust, yet all that he e. vras; and by
the efficient co-operation of the co-ordinate depart-

ments of government, I doubt not but that he will

be enabled to bring this matter to a happy consum-
mation, and thus avert the evils of war, so much
deprecated in this chamber. If war is not averted,

it has been sug;ge8ted that preparations are necessa-

ry. I grant it true. Our situation is not one of
preparation. We should always be in a defensible

position. Within more than a half century, when
have we been in a proper situation for defence? Are
we now making preparations for war? Will we ever
be prepared unfit it comes upon us? Never. It is

not in the genius of this people. They are bold,

daring, and confident; and until the shock ofdanger
comes, every American is proud of the national

character; and, glorying in his individual liberty,

each feels that he is indeed a freeman, and therefoie

cannot be conquered. They cannot realize the ne-

cessity of concert and preparation. It is this uni-

versal feeling that prevents the national defences

from as:4uming In time of peace that formidable

character which such a nation as Great Britain at

all times presents.

To place this country in a sfa^e of defence would
require on land numerous fortifications and the con-

struction of a great naval armament, which can only
be accomplished by an expenditure of many mif-

lions. in time of peace this is impossible. The
American people have a horror of taxation. No
public man who would vote for unusual taxation in

time of peace could maintain his position before the

people, no matter what the emergency might be,

short of actual war. Therefore you cannot induce
our population to submit to taxation for defence in

time of actual peace.

T<iis being necessarily our situation, honorable
gentlemen seem to consider it an argument in fiivor

of a compromise on our part. If we once admit
this principle, there will be no end to the concessions

demanded of us. Admit it, and we will speedily be
ruined by concession; for the principle, thus grafted

on our policy, would not fail to be taken advantage
of by every government with which, in future, we
may have a controversy on any subject. Unpre-
pared as our situation may be for war, we cannot,

consistently with national dignity and honor, re-

new a proposition to negotiate. Suppose we were
to do so in view of our present circumstances, and
England were to reject it—for we have no reason

to believe that she would accede to it—would it not

justly degrade us in our own estimation, and incur

for us the contempt of other nations? England can
consistently take that step without compromising
her national character; and this notice will interpose

no barrier.

If England and the United States go to war,

it will not grow out of the resolution before

the Senate, But it will be contingent upon the incli-

nation and disposition of England apart from this

question. It is by no means likely that She will

involve herself in war for a country described by
honorable senators on this floor as barren and use>

less—« desert waste. England is too politic to has-
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