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aM a mnttor of courno, an n biiKincRH nrcrsHlty,

nnil tliut JiiMt.iul (if $1,000,000 bfinjc H|).iit,

proliiilily $:.,(tOO,(iOO wdiiltl lie yrarly rxpfml-

nl in llritii.li Coliiinlilii. W'v kinw, in fmt,

timt if till- I'iMui WHO to bi' ( iiniplctt)! ut ull,

it would hi'.vf to lie iinKct'did witti at ii fur

fastrr rate tliari aniillinii ay<arwoul(l iiiKiirc.

Itiit tbi-rc Wire tlioHc in JlritiAli ('oiinnbin

vbo tli(iiiK>it that Canad.i W4iiild not nndcr.

take t\u' worlv at all, and it wixh to witiNfy

tlirir (loiilitM, to H(!( lire their adIii'Kion tu the

H< heme, tliat the K«'*>n"tt'^' *'f •''>^ I'Xpi ndi-

tiire of th(! $1,000,000 annually waH aNked.

The (Jovirnnu nf, on confireiicn with our

delegation, at once exprenned their nadineHH

toi'oinmeneo at once the railroad to the I'aci-

ti<', and to complete it an Koon aH it uuh p-^ac-

tiealdu todo ho; but the coach roati waMobject-

e<l toan an unnuceHsary expense, in view of the

immediate (ouKtiuetion of a railroad. We
from llritiNh ('oluuibin weru prepared to ac
cept this amendment of tlui Kcheme, and we
accordingly proceeded to calculate the time

it would probably take to build tho railroad,

and we n);recd upon an cKtimated period of

ten years. If it had been put at twelve or

fifteen years, Itritish Columbia would
have been just as w-'i satislied.

and if tlic estimated period had Oeen reduced
to ei^lit yi'ars she wnuld scarcely have been
better [ileased ; bui iine definite period for

the completion of this work the liiitish Co-

lumbia delepites insisted on as a necessary

sategiiard to our colony in entering into the
proposed union. To ar;;iie that any other

interpretation will be placed upon this rail-

way enna^'ement by Itritish Columbia than
that which 1 have jfiven to you as my con-
struction of it,—to ar>;ue that she expects it

to be carried out in the exact interpretation

of the words themselves, regardless of all

consequences, is a fallacy which cannot bear
the test of common sense. (Hear, hear ) Tlie

cuRe stands thus : iiritish Columbia is about
to enter into a partnership with Canada, and
one of the terms of the articles of partner-

ship is that we are under the jiartnership to

construct a railway upon certain conditions.

Is Jiritish Columbia going to hold lur partner
to that which will bring ruin and bank-
ruptcy upon the tirm? Surely you woiihl

think H8 fools inileed if wo adopted such ii

course. I would protest, and the whole of

Uritish Columbia would jjrotest, if the gov-
ernment proposed to borrow $100,000,000 or

$ir)0,000,000 to construct this road; (hear,

hear,) running the country into debt, and
taxing the people of British Columbia as well
as of the rest of the Dominion to pay the
burden of such a debt. Why, sir, I heard it

said the other evening that British Columbin
had made a most Jewish bargain with you in

these terms, but even Shylock hims(df would
not exact his pound of Hesh if a portion of it

liad to bo cut from his own body. (Lnud
cheers and laughter.) I am sure that you
will find that British Columbia is a pretty
intelligent community, which will bo apt to
tike a business view of this mr.ttor. She
will expect thaii this railway shall be com-

menonl in two yrarf", fur that is (barly
practicable; and she will also ex|irct that

the tiiian( ial ability of the llnminioii will be

exerted to its Utmost ,» ilbili tin limits of

reason, to compli ttr it in the tini>' nnm<d in

tho agreement ; but you nmy n st assured

that slur will not regaitl llils niilwiiy eiigngt-

nieiit as a cast-inui contiact." as it liiis lui u

calleil, or desire that it siiould I'e iiiirird out

in any other way than a<( «ill sec tire t!ie

prospeiity of the whole lloniiiiioii cf uliiili

she is to be a part. (Checis.) I have iiiidir-

stood this railway cii^agiiuent in this way
from the tirst, and I still so uiubrstand it.

I believed when we lligntialid this i lalise in

the terms of union last year, and I now be-

lieve, that it is not only piactii abli- tur this

road to be built by a lilnral land grant and
a moderate nioiicy subsiijy. but that it will

bo so built and co!ii|iUti'(l williin llie esti-

inatid pi'riod often yenis. I'.nt if ,i •
' take

has been made in this otiinate, (ti no' u Ink

that British Colnnibia is guiiig to |>ut a

strained interpretation upon the airu'cnu'iit,

to her own material injuiy ; tha' le is ii' ly,

as the saying is, to bite her (i\ i nose <'tV to

spite her face.

ESTIMATKn COST OF TlUi II MI.W \V.

I will enter into iio estiiii:ite ii. -night

of the cost <»f the section of the oro-

posed road east of the Itml^y Moiiiiliiiiis.

Von have as good minnsnt' rmniing upiuiofis

on the lu-obalile expeiKllturc lliat will \t<- rr.

(|uiri'd on this |)ortiiiii of till' line as 1 Ilivc.

But I will speak of tin- prulMiih- cost of IIk;

line in British Cnliinibia llnoiigli a coiinliy

with which I nni pi-rsnnully a< i|UMiiit' il.

British Columbia, Sii, is iint such an un-
known, iinexplond country as it lia.> le n

supposed or rrpresented to be. I may ni'ii-

tion to you that in IHi'>.'> and iscti, in obrili-

eiiee to a des]ial< h fiom the Secri iary of

State, asking for inlorniatioii regarding
the facilities f(u- the c()ii>titictinn < f a
waggon road across tlie niiiunt.iiMs, to ( on-
nect with the lied Kiver sittlciiniit, 1 insti-

tuted, under tlie (iovcrnor's dir.' tioii, explo-

rations of the country brtwetii Fniser Uiver
and t\w llocky Mdiintain latiLre, and the re-

port of these explorations, tngithrr with a
minute from myself tlureoii, sMiuming
up all the information then obtaiiialile,

were |irinted and liav(r b"en made piililie.

It is, I think, pntty cirtain that tin' i hoice
ior the liiu; throuirh the UoiUy .Mnuntiiins is

between Leather I'ass and llowses I'ass; but
from the Western oe'lrt of eitlnr of tli/isi;

passes, there are sev>-, I lines nf route to the

I'aci lie, and I do not pri tend niw to olVi r

any opinion as to tin? relative m 'li',-- of these

several lines. I will speak only of that
one which I am most ac(|uaiiitrd with, hav-
ing jiassed over nearly this whole lino from
the I'acitic to the Hocky sloniitains, on horse.

back or on foot, and over pails of it fre-

iiuently. I mean a line from the iiimithof the

Fraser, following up the course of that river

and of one of its tributaries, the Thompson,
to the head waters of the soutli branch of


