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*' Uiifortimately this encounter, althongli bloodless to the
''Leopard," was not so to the "Chesapeake," the latter

havmo: had three seamen killed, the Commodore, one
midshipman, and sixteen seamen severely wounded.
Although no one could regret more than Captain
Humphreys that the order should have issued, he performed
the unpleasant duty imposed upon him like a gentleman
and a true heart of oak. Admiral Berkley per-

fectly approved of the conduct of Captain Hum'
phreys in the fulfilment of his duty, but the

Captain was nevertheless visited with the condign dis-

pleasure of the Admiralty'-, was recalled, and never received

any command afterwards, although he frequently applied

for one. When the "Chesapeake" was captured by the

"Shannon," during the war of IS? 2, he earnestly solicited

Lord Melville to give the command to him to whom she

had previously lowered her colours ; but neither this nor
any other application met with success." Twenty.seven
years later, however, our sailor-king, William the IVth,
having looked into the case of Captain Humphreys
(afterwards better known as Sir Salasbury Pryco
Davenport), conferred upon him the honor of Knight-
hood, thus tardily recognising the merits of a brave officer.

Through the kindness of his grandson, Malcolm Daven-
port, Esq., son of the late Captain Davenport, of the 39th

Kegiment, who married a daughter of Chief-Justice Sevvell,

one of our first presidents, I have been enabled to submit
the particulars just read of the attack on the "Chesa-

peake," and I am furthor enabled to bring the event

vividly before you by exhibiting an admirable likeness of

the gallant sailor—valuable both as a work of art and a

historical relic—-which has been entrusted, temporarily

to the safe-keeping of this society by the heirs of the family.

Every possible reparation for the attack on the 'Chase-

peake' was made and offered to the American Government.
It was declared that the right of search, when applied tq


