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Let UP now proceed to examine into nnothor liadition,

which has evtui a Mtronger hold, if possible, than the one

of which 1 iiavo been Hpeuking, upon the crodulity of those

who accept both with an unqiieHtioning faith. [ mean the

tratiition ro8poct,in<r the condition k-hI iiifluonoo of the

Papacy duiing the middle ago8. 1 do not think I exag-

goi'ato when I Hay that the ordinary, common, overy-day-

belief of those among whom those truditioiis are rife, \h

that at the beginning of the sixteenth century the state of

Europo \va8 lamentable in the extreme ;—that i-eligion

}iad \"(>ll nigh died out of the world ;—that ignorance

and violoiico abounded ;
atui that (and tins is the point)

the Papacy was largely to blamii for the miflcrabloconiJition

of aft'airn ;—lioino wan a centre of profligacy and corrupt-

ion, and the Topes wore among the vilest of mankind.

Briefly, thi« in what is called by those who hold it, the

orthodox view ; and you are looked upon as either ignor-

ant or disingenuous, if you question the faithfulness of the

picture.

Now, in the tirst place, f venture on general grounds, to

differ from those who hold these extreme views as to the

* darkness' of the middle ages. 4 I question very much
if our ancestors were so far behind us as is commonly sup-

posed. We form our opinions of ihcm I'rom history, and

our hifilorios as a rule, are greatly abridged, being largely

a record of sieges and battles, murders and couri. intrigues,

and jio])ular discontents, and such like. According to

them, )>coplo in past times seem to have been doing little

else than killing each other. When wo put down our

book, wo do not always reflect that our guide, in order to

Burvey the course of centui-ies in a few pages, necesi^arily

has had lo confine himself to recording only the great and

exceptional events of those times. The historian dwells

on these things, because they are dramatically interest-

ing, but if we want to ascertain what manner of men our

forefathers were, and how they thought, and worshipped

4. The term ' Middle Ages' is here uscl in its loose, conventional sense as in-

cluding the i6th century.


