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Tug Caxava Lussrruay i poblished in the interests of the lember
trade and allied industries threughout the Dominion, being the only re-
presentative in Canada of this foremnost branch of the cummerce of this
country. Itaims at giving full and timely information on all subjects
touching these interests, discussing these topics cditorially and iaviting
free discussion by others,

Especial jains are taken to secure the latest an2 most trustworthy mare
ket quotations from various points thioughout tte werld, 30 asto afford to
the traze in Canada information 2n which it can rely in its uperations.

Special correspondents in lacalities of importance p esentan accurato
report not only of prices and the condition of the market, but also of other

pecially ing to our r Bat correspond isnot
only welcome, but is invitedfrom all who have any information to com:
municate or subjects (o discuss relating 1 the trade orin anyway affecting
it. Even when we may not be able to agree with the writers, we will give
them a fair cpportunity for free discussion as the best means of eliciting
thetruth,  Any items of interext are particularly requested, for even if not
of great importanse individeally they contribute to a fund of information
from which general results are obtained.

Adventisers will receive carcrul attention and leral treatinent. We
not point out tkat for many the CANADA Luanrxstax, with its spe-
cial class of readers, s not only an exceptiomally goat medium for securing
publidty, but is indispensable for those who would .ring themselves before
the notice of that class.  Special atiention isditected to * WaynTen™ and
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tioa at the uniform price of.xf cents per lineforeachinsenion.  Announce
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Subscribers will find the small amount they pay for the Caxapa Lun-
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not an individual ia the trade, or specially interested in it, whe shoald not
Ue on our hist, thus oltamning the present benefit and axding and encour
aging us 10 render it even more complete.

LUMBER PRICES.

Firry years ago the timber supply of the North
American Continent was much greater in extent
than it is to-day.  Each succeeding year saw 2
diminution in the quantity of standing timber, and
naturally with this diminution and the fluctuation
in the demand came 2 readjustment of the prices
of lumber from time to time.  \ pamphlet issued
by the Treasury Department of the Bureau of*
Statistics of the United States gives some figures
of the average wholesale selling price of lumber
for the past sixty years which are exceedingly
interesting aud suggestive.

The average price of extra clear white pine
boards in 1830 was §24 per thousind feet.  This
price remained uachanged for about 20 years,
after which it advanced within four years to $jo0,
and since that time the rangre has been from $335

1o §38.  This latter figure was only reached in
1899.  Within forty years, therefore, the price

of the hest quality of pine lumber has advanced
100 por cont.

White pine boards of common quality  were
sclling in18goat Sio.30 per thousand.  From
1804 1o 1874 the price ranged from S1o 10822, the
latter figure in 3873, and the highest poirt which
bas yet been reached for common pine.  Since
1874 there has been no sustained advance, the
price ranging from S13 o Sa7, with slight fluc-
tuations from ycar 1o year. o 18y the price
was $16, but in the previous five years from Si12
1o $13.  The advance in the price of common
boards within the SiXty acars under revien  has
been only slightly inexcess of 30 per cent.

The figures for cull white pinc boards cover

less than the last jo years, during which time
there has been no substantial advance, the price
ranging from $9 to $17, the latter in 1873. The
lowest point was reached in 1870, since which
time the price has recovered about $3 per
thousand.

The price of pine doors, 2 ft. 4 in. x 6 f1. 8 in.,
14 in. thick, has declined within the sixty years.
In 1840 the price per door was $1.75, and in
1899 $1.15.  The highest price, $2.25 per door,
prevailed in 1874.  For the next ten years the
price ruled about $2, since which time it gradu-
ally declined, until 8o cents was reached in 1896.
Thus while lumber prices generally have ad-
‘anced, doors have been produced at a lower
cost. This is doubtless due largely to the intro-
duction of improved machinery and manufactur-
ing methods.

An advance of $3 has been made within the
period in the price of hemlock, $9 being the
quotation in 1830, and $12 in 1899. The high
point of $16 was reached in 1871, and the low
point of $8 in 1896.

Very little change has taken place in the price
of first quality maple boards, the selling price
for the pust jo years being from $20 to $24.
Oak boards advanced sharply from 1855 to
1865, sclling from $10 to $30 in that period
and advancing gradually until 189y, when the
highest price of $36 was reached.

The price of shingles has shown a wide varia-
tion, the lowest point within sixty years for 16
inch XXX being $1.90 in 1846, and the highest
point $5.10 in 1868. From 1864 to 1874 prices
ranged frory $3.50 to $5.00, gradually declining
for the next eight years, then selling at about
$3-00 until 1891, when they declined and sold at
$2.60 until 189S, when there was an advance to
$2.8;5.

Recapitulating, it will be seen that the best
quality of lumber is bringing considerably higher
prices to-day than some years ago, while com-
mon lumber is but slightly higher.  This is the
natural result of the decreased production of the
higher grades of lumber and the consequent in-
crease in the production of the lower grades.
The timber now available produces a2 smaller
quantity of high grade lumber than did the
timber of, say, forty years ago. The higher
prices now ruling are justified to the fullest ex-
tent by the chunged conditions.  Indeed, it is a
matter of surprise that within the period named
greater advances have not taken place. The
enhanced value of stumpaye is alone an item
which represents a considerable increase in the
cost of praducing lumber. -

WHAT OF SPRUCE LUMBER?

Peruars there is no class of lumber for which
the market is more uncertain than spruce. It
has been subject to violent Nuctuations in price,
bt has usually recovered the declines in 2 com-
paratively short time.  The summer of 1899 was
one of some depression, while last year sprace
prices were higher.  So far this season the
market has been most uncertain, with the tend-
cney in the direction of lower prices, particularly
for British specifications.

Spruce, although quite serviceable, is a lumber
which docs not occupy an exclusive field. It
meets with competition from yellow pine, hem-
lock, and other cheaper woods which cannot fill

. ] \
the place of white pine. Consequently ‘g

the market weakens the effecr g imm-:diazg}
discernible in spruce prices.

While as lumber spruce is o Particulyy
favored, it does occupy 2 unigue positio as;
pulp wood ; in fact, it may be «.id (o be thepey
eminently satisfactory timber fo; the manuf:m;,
of pulp. Large purchases by pulp manufactyry,
have recently had a marked influ uce o the prig
of spruce timber. In the Eastery States, uby,
there are a number of pulp mul., Spruce Joy
have changed hands at $16 per thousard f:a
board measure,

While at times the spruce huniber market my
exhibit signs of weakness, it is well for bo!dgr}
of stock to remember that the spruce lands o
cach year be drawn upon to an increased exten
to furnish the raw material for pulp mills, T,
curtailment of 1 «& production should alsa begie
consideration by lumbermen wheneer lhm:ea-g
indications of an abnormal supply.

THE RIVERS AND STREAMS ACT.

IN another column is printed 2 most importze;
judgment affecting the tolls which may b
charged by lumbermen for improvements t
rivers and streams for the purpose of facilitaticy
the floating of logs. The case wasan :applimh;)
under the Rivers and Streams Aet to fix g,
tolls on South Creek, in the District of Halibx.
ton. It is believed to be the first case of thekny
in which a decision has been rewsoned out a
Judge, and the principles on which tolls sh\;;:.!
be fixed given.

One of the most important clam. madeb =,
applicants was that a section of the Timber \L
Companies’ Act should be applicd when, as &
this case, all the improvements were used brik
respondent’s logs, while the applicants only sl
for the bulk of their logs two of the lower s
tions. We are not aware that this point b
been brought up befare.  The decision, it seem,
is really in favor of the applicants, as, thosd
treating the improvements as all one constrr
tion, the judge has charged the respondentsy
larger proportion than would have been the cae
if’ all had used the improvements equally.

A sccond claim made by the applicants wo
that the company building the improvementsasl
running the risk of fire, or destruction of thee |
improvements, were entited to some allowase
in that respect by the company who came inafe
the applicants had run the risk for two seases,
This point the judge did not think was withz
his province to decide under the wording of &
statute.  The judgment is an interesting xe
and will probably form a1 precedent for lumie
men if it should be upheld on appex.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

FREIGHT rales represent a very heany charg
against much ofthelumber exported fiomCanzda
Last season rates were unusually ogh, batik
indications arc that they will be aore reawe
able this year.  The Pacific coast is handicapped
by freights on European shipments, while obtzz
ing an advantage over eastern Caunada in calt
ing to the markets of Japan, China i Austi
From five to six months is usually «~oupied &
lumber vessels in making the trip t-om Bathd
Columbia to the United Kingdom, thece moals



