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HON. FL J. DAVIS,

CO»MMISSIONER OF~ CROWN LANDIS FOR ONTARIO.

IN thle reconstruction of the Ontario Cabinet con-
sequeiit upon the retirement of Hon. A. S. Hardy,
Hion. J. M. Gibson, who for four years has had
charge of the Croivn Lands Departmient, becotres
Attoriicy-General, and is succeeded as Commis-
sioner o! Crown Lands by Hon. E. J. Davis, late
Provincial Secretary. The placing of the crowvn
lands of the province under the supervision o! Mr.
Davis wili, wve believe, prove to hiave been a wvise
coure. and one which wvill give general satisfac-
tion. Readers of TuE LumBEMAN Wvill be inter-
estcd in the followving brie! sketch of his career.

Hon. E. J. Davis, M.P.P. for North York, is
of United Empire loyalist descent, his father,
Ashel Davis, having corne from one o! the Caro-
linos iii 177o and settled in Halton county. Mr.
Davis himself îvas horn iii the township o! King
on December 2nd, îS5t, and ivas educated at
the public schools, at Waterdown grammar
school, and at Hamilton Commercial College.
When seventeen years of age he wvas apprenticed
to Iearti the trade of tanning, an avocation wvhich
lie lias since followed wvith marked success. He
is to-day ait tbe bead of the firm of A. Davis &
Son, o! King City, one of the largest tanning
establishmnents in Canada.

Fronm his boyhood Mr. Davis has always taken
a Lkcen interest in the public afl'airs of the country.
He has served in the capacity o! councillor for
King township, and as deputy reeve, reeve and
tvarden for the county of York. He wvas the
youngest man ever elected to the council board
o! Kin-- township, and the youngest wvarden York
county bias ever bad. In the year 1888 hie wvas
elected a meniber of the local bouse at a b-ye.
election to fl11 a vacancy caused by the resigna.
tion of Dr. Widdifleld, and wvas re-elected îvitb
large majorities in 1890, 1894 and 1898. He
look an active interest in the work o! the legis.
lature, and sbowed himsclf a man of niucb capa-
city. I-lis incisive and logical style o! debate,
lighted up with a kindly humor and graceful ora-
tory, and bis extensive and accurate acquaintance
with public affairs, commanded the esteem and
admiration of aIl the members of the legisiature.
He soon became a member of the important com-
niittees of the flouse. He wvas acting chairman
of the Public Accounts Committee during tbe
sessi0in O! 1894, and wvas next session elected
chairmatn and president over ils deliberations.
On ilic reorganization of the cabinet, caused by
the retirement o! Sir Oliver Mowat and the acces-
sion of M.\r. Hardy to the premiersbip, Mr. Davis
arcepîc±d a cabinet position livithout portfolio, and
on thc demise o! Hon. Mr. B3alfour bie became
proviiieal secrotary, assuming charge of that
depar:ment on August 28th, z898. This posi-
lion Il, bas since oce.Jpicd, in wbich capacity bie

bas exhibited an intiniate and thorougb knowv-
ledge of the accounts o! the province.

Mr. Davis began bis career as a public speak-
er by debatUng the temperance question, a cause in
whicb lie bias neyer lost interest. He is a total
abstainer, and lias heen a miemiber of the Sons o!
Temperance silice 1870. Ucl is a member o! the
Independent Order o! Forcstcrs arnd of the
Masons ; in the latter order lie is P. M. o! Robert-
son Lodge No. 292. He is aprominenti member of
the Methodist church, and lias been a teaicàer of
the Bible class in the cburch ar King City for 23
years. He is also a member o! the Toronto
Board o! Trade and o! the Commercial Travellers'
Association. !n 1874 W. Davis ivas rnarried to
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a daughter of Squire David johnston, a justice
of the Peace at Aurora.

The industrial, commercial and business ex-
periences of Mr. Davis well fit him to discharge
the duties pcrtaining to the honorable and res-
ponsible position of commnissioner of the crown
lands oi Ontario, and the lumbermen of the
province rnay feel assured that rit bis bands their
interests will receive due consideration.

GOCKBURN VS. IMPERIAL LUMER COMPANY.
A-% important judgrncnt wvas delivcred last wveek

by the Suprcme Court at Ottawa in the action of
Coackburn v. The Imperial Lumber Company.
Thec judgment deals wvith the rights of lumbermen
under the Provincial Statute known as the Saw
Logs Driving Act. The facts which gave risc to
the litigatiu.î 're briefly as follows: The plain-
tiffs, Cockburn & Sons, of Sturgcon Falls, owned
timber limits on Deer Crcek, in Nipissing District,
and the 1 iperial Lumnber Company had limits on
the other bank of the creek. Both parties wvcre
entitied to the use of the Stream. In June, 189)6,
Cockburn & Sons cornplained that their logs in

tire creek fbad been detaincd during the driving
season byjais of the 1Imperial Lumber Conipany's
logs wvbich wcre abiead. Proc.edings were insti-
tuted under t le Saw Logs Dri *ntg Act and the
niatters in dispute wverc re!erred to the arbitration
of District Judge Vaîlin, of North Hay. T'le
arbitrator iii August, 1896, awarded S$1,376 dam-
ages to Cockburn & Sons, and it suhscquently
appeared that this amlount . made uip as fol-
lows:. (1) $1,276 for damage suffered by Cock-
bumn & Sons. by reason of the company having
obstructed tbe Streami ahead of tie !ormer's logs,
and (2) Sîoo for seizure and detention by tbe
company of saine of Cockburn & Sons' logs
under a dlaim o! lien thereonl for expenses wvlîch
the company claimied to have incurred in breaking
janis further Up the Stream.

The Imperial Lunîber Comnpany claimied that
the award wvas invalid uipon the grotind tlîat
the arbitrator hand no power under the Sa%%, Logs
Act to award daniages for obstruction of the
Stream, and that the only renîedy when a person's
logs are obstructed by another person's logs is to
break the jarn and claim a lier) for the cosh o!
doing so.

The action to enforce the avard wvas tried be-
fore Ur. justice Rose at the Barrie assizes in
November, 1897. Judgment %vas given iii lavor
of Cockburni & Sons, holding thiat damiages niay
be recovered under the act for wrongful obstruc-
tion of waters to îvhicb tlie act applies.

Prom this judgment an appeal wvas taken to
the Court o! Appeal, and in january, 1899, that
court, composedl of Chief Jusic Buirton.2nd jus-
tices OsIer, Mlaclennan, and Lister gavejudgnient
reversing that of Mmr. justice Rose, and holding
tbat the Saw Logs Act gives no rigbit to anr
owner of logs to recover damages f rom a person
whbo allows bis logs to formi a jani and so obstruct
the Stream.

The Supreme Court, composed o! Chie! Jus-
tice Strong and justices Gwynne, Taschereau,
King and Girouard, bave nov; reversed the judg-
ment of the Court o! Appeal and restored the
judgmcnt o! the trial judge.

The practical result of the decision is that anl
owner o! logs wlho is wvrongfully obstructcd in the
use of a stream is not confincd to the remedy o!
remnoving the obstruction and then rccovering the
expense o! doing so, but lic may claini damages
for the delay.

Dunn & Boultbee, now of the firm of Denton,
Dunn & Boultbee, have acted as solicitors for
Cockburii & Sons, Mr. H. D. Gimble being
associated wvith thcm as counsel. Barwick,
Aylcsworth & Wilght have represented the
Imperia] Lumber éompany.

Tlie Ml. L Ius.clI Iîropcrty zit IZetfrcwv, Ont., lha%
bcsî purcîascdl by A. Il. liotigla, %who intc,,di rcbuildisîg
the saw iii.
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