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JUDICI4L LEGILALTION IN EGYPT.

Maeedonia bas been described as macédoine of nationalities;
Egypt might as justly be described as -a macédoine of lama and
jurisdictions. The Egyptian legal system includes Mixed Code~s
applicable to foreiguers living in the country, and Native Codes'
exelusively applicable to natives. Questions of personal statua
for foreigners determining by the law of their nationality, for
natives by the law of their particular religious community;
while fresh laws inay be made for foreigners by decrees approved
by a number of powers which have spe ial treaty rights, and for
natives by Khedivial decrees. The judicial organization is flot
lesa complex: jurisdiction over foreigners is exercised by inixed
tribunals consisting of judges appointed by all the greater and
some of the minor powers, and i some cases by Consular Courts,
while the jurisdiction over natives is divided between civil and
criminal courts, composed partly of native and partly of
foreigu judges, and religious courts which consist of authoritieg
appointed by the religious community. lin fact, the systemn )f
the personality of law, whieh was regular ini Europe after the
invasion of the Roman Empire by the barbarians, stili remains
ini force for Europcan subjecta livin~g in Egypt, but it is modi-
fied by certain treaties which establishi a special law and specili
courts fo.ý all foreigners generaily, and for transactions betwe'x
foreigners and natives. The developinent of this common law
and these common tribunals, which are often called international
but are in fact an integral part of the Egyptian system, ia
described in the book before us of M. Vercamer, who is-a rnem-
ber of the nxixed Court cf Appeal in Alexandrin, and who lias
already written several treatises on Egyptian jurisprudence.
The writer is more especially concerned with the legislative
functions of the mixed courts, which have recently been the
subject of important changes; but, to make the position elear,
he traces in outline ihe history of the institution froin. i;ts origili
te the present day.

The account he gives makes a very interesting chapter of con-
stitutional development. There is no legisiature in Egypt with


