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that the whole of this artillery would not be turned
on the actual field of battle. Some of it was to
be employed for purposes subsidiary to the action.
None the less, a great battery of guns of
all calibres pointed their muzzles towards the
Germans on Hill 62 and Mount Sorrel. The
enemy’s positions on Mount Sorrel and Hill 62
were to be shelled upon a frontage of 1,500
and to a depth of 1,000 yards, while it was
the ambition of the artillery to break to pieces, day
in and day out, some 10,000 yards of German
trenches, so that when the moment for the assault
arrived the infantry could go forward, in General
Burstall’s words, with slung rifles. This ambition
they very nearly fulfilled, as the light casualty lists
of the 1st Division show. The infantry would be
the first to acknowledge the immense debt they owed
to the artillery behind them.

War, while it is in one sense a contest between
two opponents, is also a struggle between the
weapons of offence and the methods of defence. A
strange kind of attack suddenly grows formidable,
and after winning one or two resounding victories
is countered by the cunning brains which organise
an appropriate form of resistance. On the other

, man raises what appears to be an impregnable
bar to the forward progress of armies; instantly, far
away, perhaps in laboratories beyond the seas,
human intelligence is contriving to break the bar
and to prove that it is 1m})ossible for any one force
to say to another, “So far shalt thou go and no
farther.,” In this interplay of forces the functions
of the infantry, cavalry and artillery are constantly
changing. ow one has, for a short period, a




