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Jhe assembly silent ; none ofloreil to nrccpt the profercd oflirt' till the

tiery AH biuret foHli and delured thot he would he the brother and as-

Kistnnt of the prophtot, " I," sold he, "'O prophet of God, will be thy

vizier; I myself will beat out the teeth, pull out the eyes, rip open the

bellies, and cut oft* the lega, of all those who shall dare to oppo!?e thee."

The prophet caug'ht the youn>^ proselyte in his arms, exeluiniing, ''This

is my brother, my deputy, my successor; show yourselves obedient

unto him." At this apparently extravagant command, the whole com-
^mny burst into Inugrhter, telling Abu Tnleb that ho must now pay obc-

'di6tice and submission to his own son ! As words were multiplied.

sOrpriso be;^an to give way to indignation, the serious pretensions cf

the prophet were seriously resented, and iu the issue lh« assemhiy
bi-ioke up in confusion, aflfdrding the ardent apostle b'ut slender pros-

|)ipctB ofsuccess among his kinsmen.
Undeterred by the failure ufhis tlr.st public attempt, I>Iohanimed he-

gnn to preach still more open'y before Ihc people of illecca. He an-

nounced to them that he was commissioned by the Almighty to be hi.i

prophet on the earth; to assert the unity of tho Divine Being; to de-

nounce the worship of images ; to recall the people to the true anil

only religion; to bear the tidings of paradise to the believing; and to

threaten the deaf and unbelieving with the terrible vengeance of the

Ijord. Hi.<< main doctrine, and that which constitutes tt.e distinguish-

ing character of the Koran is, that there is but one God ; tRat he only

is to be worsbip^ped ; and that all idolatry is n foul abominatton, to be

utterly abolished. The 112lh ch. of the Koran, entitled " The Declar-

ation of God's Unity," is held in the most profund veneration by the

Mohammedans, and declared, by a tradition of the prophet, to bec-

<iual in value to a third part of thn whole Koran. It is said to have

been revealed in answer to the Koreish, w ho inquired ef the apostle

<'oncerning the distinguishing attributes ofthe God whom he invited

them to worship. It consists of a single sentence.
*' In the nanjo of the most merciful God. Say, God is one God ; the

eternal God ; he begettcth not, neither is he begotten : and there is not

any one like unto him." In tlie incessant repetition of this doctrine in

the pages of the Koran, the author is aiming not only at the grosser er-

rors of polyllieisrn and idolatry, then common among the Eastern na-

tions, but is levelling a blow also at thu fundamental tenet of Christian-

ity, that Jesus Christ is the son of God, *' the only begotten of tlw Fath-

er." Like others in other ages, Mohammed could conceive of

no mode of understanding the doctrine of the fdiation of Christ,

as held by Christians, which did not directly militate with the

truth of the essential unity of the Most High; and in his view

the first born of absurdities was, to affirm in the same breath that Christ

was the son of God, and yet coequal and coeternal with the Father,

The New Testament declarations, therefore, respecting the person

and character of the Messiah find no mercy at the hands of the author

of the Koran, who either had not the candour or the capacity to discri-

minate between the doctrine of the Trinity and that of Tritheism. "

yo who have received tho Scriptures, exceed not the just bounds in your

religion, neither say of (iod any other than the truth."— i. e. either by

rejecting Jesus as the Jews do, or by raising, him to an equality with


