
AMERICA.

or

'*

Alafka to the mod eaftcrn point of Labrador, or even of Grecnlaml,

which would add more than a third part to the eflimate. In Britiih

miles the length of America may be eftimatcd at 8800 ; and fuppofing

the breailih of North America 3840 g. miles, it will, in Britifli miles, be

about 4400.

The (irft difcovery of America is generally afciibed to Chriftoval Co-

Ion, or as commonly called, from the firft Latin writings on the fuhjedl,

Chriftopher Columbus. But as it is now univerfally admitted that

Greenland forms a part of America, the difcovery muft of courfe be

traced to the firft vifitation of Greenland by the Norwegians, in the

year 982 ; which was followed in the year 1003 ^7 ^^^ difcovery of

Vinland, which feems to have been a part of Labrador, or of Newfound-

land. The colony in Vinland was foon deftroyed by inteftine divifions

;

but that in Greenland continued to flourifli till maritime intercourfe

was impeded^'by the encroaching (hoals of ardic ice. Though the firft

European colony in America were thus loft, the Danes afterted their

right by fettlemcnts on the weftern coaft, called New Greenland, to

diftinguifli it from the original colony on the eaftern fliores, or what is

called old Greenland. *

Greenland continued to be well known ; and as many Englifli vcflels

failed to Iceland in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, it is probable

that this part of America was not wholly unvifitcd by them. If tlic

voyage of Nicola Zeno, 1380, be not imaginary, he woutd alfo appear

to have vifited Vinland, but can have added nothing to the Norwegian

difcoveries. . .,

.'

-t^

A work ^lot long fince publlftied at Venice, pretends to Hievv tliat the

Weft Indies were known before the firft voyage of Colon." This po-

• In 177 1 there \v;iB publiflieil at Bofton in New F.iij^IaiiJ, a curioii;* pamphler hy Mi', Mutliei

.

iniitiiU'd " Amrica known to the Ancients." The author nientiuns tlit riditiiloiis Welch ule

of M.vloc I i;o, anil thi? voynge of the Zciii in the fuurtccnth century. 'J'o the noied prupliti y

of Sen:ca he a.Kl.s n i);in'4;;e of Nila rJative to fdrnc Iiulians drivm on ihc lo.ilt of Gcrninny, whi)

were pribahly Liiplandcr') The Atlnntii of Plato forms anntiur ciiiially coger.t argiuntia : and

t! e rciiiaiiuiir of tiic pamphlet is occiipitil v.'i'h ixtraneous matter.

Mr. Mather might have added the Spjiiilh fable, that, A. D. 734, after Spain had hecii cm-

quercd hv the M'jors, the archhifliop of Po^ to, fix hifhops, and a number of ChrilLian.^, fled to iiie

flc of /liitill a, alfi) called Scpt't Ri.'uili. Six Mr. Murr's i i'Lrtatioii on the globe of 15eliaim.

' Sag'.no fiilla iiauiicii anlicii dci Vcsuaiaiii J
di Viucen/'o l'"uitnal'.oui. Yen. i''.-^^, hvo.
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