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front of the G. P. O. During this time the multitude hecanie a
little impatient, and vociferous retjucsts were made for tlie Acting-
Premier in shouts of " Ward! We want Ward !" Presently the
Hon. J. G. Ward presented himself on the balcony, and a great
burst of cheering went up. Mr. Ward was accompanied by Mrs.
Ward and his colleagues, Hons. W. C. Walker and W. Hall-

Jones, and their wives, and his Worship the Mayor (Mr. J. G. W.
Aitken), prominent on the balcony also being Sir Robert Stout,

Chief Justice ; Colonel Pole Penton, Mr. Justice Plimmer, Coun-
cilor Townsend, Mr. Wilford, and other citizen.s.

OFFICIAL TIDINGS OF MAFEKING'S RELIEF.

The Mayor immediately proceeded to business. He officially

announced, amidst a renewed outburst of cheering, that official

tidings had been received of the relief of Mafeking. He was
quite sure, he said, that every heart in New Zealand that day
rejoiced in the hearing of that good news. (Renewed cheering.)

It was one of the noblest defences ever carried out—(great

applause)—^but it had entailed an immense amount of suffering,

which they could not forget. CoL tie] Baden-Powell had shown
himself to be made of the pluck of uhich great English generals

had ever been made. ("Three cheer for Baden Powell !" given

with tremendous enthusiasm.) He was sure that every heart

would be thankful to God for the good news which had come.

(Prolonged applause.) He called upon the Acting-Premier to

address them.

The Hon. J. G. Ward, who received a great ovation, said

:

"Mr. Mayor and fellow-citizens of New Zealand—I have the

inexpressible pleasure of announcing to you the happy event of

the relief of Mafeking. (Enthusiastic cheers.) The news has

been confirmed by the receipt of cable messages from most

authentic sources in Australia. (Cheers.) I deeply regret that

the Right Hon. the Premier is not here to perform the duty now

imposed upon me ;
because, as you know, he has taken the keen-

est possible interest in co-operating with the people of the colony

in sending men to help the Mother Country in fighting for the
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