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cuiist of Africa, as also those from infected ports of the United States, are brought to an

anchor ntMir tlds veHS<>l and board(>d t)y an inspector from an ordinary row boat. The
ollli'or aHcertains--lKt. The present condition of the passengers and crew. Ud. Tlie his-

tory of tiio vessel during the passage in reference to sicknes.n, etc., and the sanitary his-

tory of the viissel whih^ in the port of departure. The bill of health is tlien (\\andn;od, and

till' sworn statement of the (tnptain and medical odlcor of the vessel is next required, each

l)('lng duly sworn, that the port or ports from widch they sailed were, to the best of their

kimwlcdge and belief, perfiictly iiiwilthy, being fret! from all malignant contagious and
iiil'ritious disease; that no such disease existed among tlie shi|)ping in said port or ports

at tic time of their departure, and that no case ol sickness or deatli from small-pox, ciiol-

(M'a, yellow fever, ship fever, or any contagious or Infectious disease! has occurred on

lioard thii^r vessel while in any port or on the passage.

A .arofiil examination is made in every instance of the 8tt!erage, and if objectionable

from filth, it is ordered to be immediately cleansed and then fumigated. If the vessel has

been absent from the fiort of departure for a time, etiual to or exceeding the usual period

of im-iibation of the disease prevailing at su<di port, the passengers are inspected by the

iiuaraiitine officer and the vessel is discharged under a per... it.

If there is any sickness of a suspicious character resembling yellow fever, cholera or

typhus, the sick are removed to the (|uarantine hospital on Dix island. If the ship is less

than ilve days from a port infected with yellow-fever, passengers and vessel are held until

that period has fully elapsed. In the meantime^ the hatches are opened, the cargo and

steerage are fumigated twice, at various intervals of several hours, with chlorine or

sulphurous-acid gas.

All baggage, mails, and whatever articles liable to have become infected are put in a

I'losc apartment and submitted to disinfection by the agents mentioned. This done, the

master of the vtissel is given a ' 'permit" and directed to the discharging anchorage in the

upper l)ay, distant three miles from the city. Hero (in the language of Dr. Smith's report,)

under the constant supervision of the <iuarantine police, and the fretiuent visitation of the

licaltli officer, the most perfect system of cleanliness is enforced. In the meantime the

i.UKo is discharged upon open lighters. The exposure of the cargo to idr in lis transit

toliicdock, serves still further to reniovo the danger of infection. There is no inst-vnce

of the propagation of disease from that source in the history of (luarantino at the port

of New York. The (sargo being removed, the hold is thoroughly washed, and in tlie case

of sailing ve8S(!ls the limber-streaks alon^ the keelson are taken up, accumulations

of llltli removed, and the air-spaces washed down, until the water returns clear ( f any

eyidence of impurity. A solution of sulphate of iron, or of bichloride of mercury is then

used, with wiiiidi to scrub and rins(! the entire hold, inclusive of the air-spaces and limber

streaks. Finally, from fifty to one luindr(!d pounds of sulphur, according to the size of

ilie|vesscl, are burned under tlie hatches, which are closely cover(!d. Th(! ship's crew

is tlien mustered, and examined as they pass before the health officer. If all are well the

vesselis allowed to proceed to her dock .without further delay. In vessels suspeeted of

yellow-fever inlection, tlie crew are not allowed to discharge cargo, or if they do, are

submitted to a quarantine of observation for live or six days.

All foreign vessels not suDject to visitation in the lower bay afe boarded by the health

oflleer or his deputy at the Ijoarding station on Staten Island, a short distani.'e al)Ove the

Niirro\ys, and opposite the health ofTlcer's residence. From May until November follow-

ing, all vessels from ports "south of Capo Henlopen, " are visited at this point, unless

some of the ports south of this, become infected with yellow-fever, in which case vos-sels

from such i)orts are examined at the (luarantine station in the lower bay.

The ipuirantine hospital for yellow fever and other contagious diseases, except small-

fiox, is upon Dix Island, an artificial cunstruotion about two miles above! the quarantine

an.liorngc towards the Staten Island shore, out of the track of commerce. The hospital

is built on the fiavllion plan, has five wards connected by covered passage-ways, and has

eomfortable accommodations for 300 patients. There are also on the island suitable (luar-

ters fur officers and attendants, a disinfecting room and all the modern sanitary appli-

ances. Bmull-pox cases are not treated here, but are taken to one ot the city institutions

on Blackwell's Island in the East River.
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