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ing his condition ; and Jeanie was easily put off by some

plausible objection when she urged her husband to make

an additional honest penny to keep the house. But " the

bairn" became a new motive to exertion ; and the

thought of leaving him and Jeanie more comfortable, in

case sickness laid the smith aside, or death took him

away, became like a new sinew to his powerful arm, as

he wielded the hammer, and made it ring the music of

hearty work on the sounding anvil. The meaning of

benefit-clubs, sick-societies, and penny-banks, was fully

explained by " wee Davie.'*

Davie also exercised a remarkable influence on his

father's political views and social habits. The smith had

been fond of debates on political questions; and no

more sonorous growl of discontent than his could be

heard against " the powers that be," the injustice done

to the masses, or the misery which was occasioned by

diss legislation. He had also made up his mi' i not

to be happy or contented, but only to endure life as a

necessity laid upon him, until the required reforms in

church and state, at home and abroad, had been at-

tained. But his wife, without uttering a syllable on

matters which she did not even pretend to understand

;

by a series of acts out of Parliament ; by reforms in

household arrangements ; by introducing good bills into

her own House of Commons ; and by a charter, whose

points were chiefly very commonplace ones,—such as a

comfortable meal, a tidy home, a clean fireside, a

polished grate, above all, a cheerful countenance and

womanly love,—^by these radical changes she had made
her husband wonderfully fond of his home. He was,

under this teaching, getting every day too contented for

a patriot, and too happy for a man in an ill-governed
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