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of 40 members only eleven were Liberals.
No hon. gentleman will contend that thiat
was a fair proportion of the complexion of
the Hanse. On Private Bills, our propor-
tion was larger-1O to 15. On the commit-
tee on Internai Econamy and Contingent
Âccounts, composed of 25, there were only
six Liberals. That certalnly was not a
fair proportion, such ns they were entitled
to. 1 should hope, therefore, thiat the
Senate will give the subjeet their fair con-
sideration, and recognize the principles that
I bave laid down, that the governimellt of
thbe day ouglit to be more largely repre-
sented on the committees ln the future thail
they have been la the past.

Hon. Sir MACK14NZIE BOWELL-1
have llstened wlth no littie interest and sur-
prise to the explanations and the reason
gîven by the Secretary of State for the
course whIch he has adopted. It wll be ln
the recollectlon of hou, gentlemen who were
present at the striking of the commIttees
last year, that when certain objections were
taken to the complexion of the different
colmmittees upan the grounds of the politîcal
opinions of certain members, the bon. Sec-
retary of State rose ln bis place, and with
a good deal of warmth declared that no
question a! politîcs since lie had been ln
the ISenate had been lntroduced by the
striklng commlttee ln nomiuatiiig the
standing committees. To-day, be bas
left the Impression upon the minds of
those wbo listened ta hlm that that was
the rullng passion la strlking o! commit-
tees. I bave been on the Striking Committee
sînce I have bnd the honour of a seat ln
the Senate-since 1893-and I neyer heard
the question mooted of the political lean-
Ings of the gentlemen wbo composed the
strlklng committee untîl last year. If
lni tbe formation o! the standing commit-
tees the proportions of the two parties were
of the cbaracter to wbichi the bon. gentle-
men refers, wby did be negleet bis duty-
why dld be not complaîn tbat Justice was
flot done to bis frlends ? I state positively
that the hon, gentleman took no sucl ob-
jections to what was done by that com-
mittee in the formation o! the standing.
comm'ittees. On tbe contrary, when ob-
jections were taken la this House to the
formation of the commîttees, he defended

Hon. Mr. SCOTT.

the report o! the committee and did It
warmly too, and at that time I comnpli-
mented hlm on doing so. The question of
the political opinions of gentlemen of the
commlttee had neyer been questioned or
mooted, and wherever the Secretnry of
State or the then Minîster of Justice, made
any suggestions as ta filling Up vacancies,
they were accepted at once, as 1 take it
for granted they would be now. Thait fis
really the practice that bas prevalleil ln
the past and lt ls ta be regretted that the
bon. gentleman bas departed from that
prînciple. It Is true that ln the House of
Commons; which la an excluslvely political
b)ody, the chairman of the striking com-
mittee, as a rule ls the representative of the
dominant party. The representatives of
the goverament and opposition meet to-
gether and decîde upon what Is the relative
strength of each party la the Ilouse
o! (Jommans, and after baving ascertained
that they say, 1 your proportion of sucli
a commlttee Is so many, you are entitled
ta s0 many representatives,' and on
that principle they act. That is the
practîce on which the House of Coinmons
commîttees are formed, and reported to
the House. Lat yenr, whien I nioved a
speclal coznmlttee a! very great Importance,
I showed It ta the then Minluster 0f Jus-
tice, and upon that basîs, lie not only stated
ta the Hause, but to myseif privately that
the proportions were equltable and quite
proper. 1 shouid. like to ask the lion. geni-
tleman and the members of this Iluse,
wbat could be done other than was dan<'
wben the House was composed of a mit-
jority o! !orty or fifty on one side of pol-
tics ? Was that disproportion ta be ignore']
altogether, and were the Liberal members,
largely la the minarity, ta be put on every
commlttee ? I hesitate flot to say, and I
wlll be supported by every one who bas
had anytblng to do with the formation of
these cammittees, that the members sup-
porting the gavernment have been given
most prominent positions on ail those corn-
mittees, some of them baving been on four
and five committees at the same time as
the result o! their being numerlcally weak.
If that Is to lie the basîs of the formation
of the commlfttee, the Secretary of State bas
no riglit ta dlaim a majorlty on any of those
commîttees. The Senate stands to-day, I f


