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;0 ‘the Island Government. They were
a(’(fpted by the Island Government, and
to Ough an hon. gentleman has chosen
tle reflect somewhat on the hon. gen-
i Man  from Charlottetown, the fact
t that this particular provision in the
i 'ms of union was accepted by both par-
'8 1n Prince Edward Island. Theidea of a
f: Waynever occurred to any of the parties,
st: the simple reason that at that timesuch
N Uctures were unknow»—unknown at
N :;t to all the parties to this arrangement,
sah the first time that a proposal for a
th Way came before Parliament, or before
fe public in any way, was at the instance
the hon. gentleman from Alberton. The
'8 of union, as understood by both
sﬁel‘nes, were that an efficient steamer
ould ply between Prince Edward Island
the mainland. The hon. gentleman
?3 8poken of the early efforts in this
t rec“iwn as being ineffectual. Then came
the Northern Light.” She was better
uan the vessels that had gone before her;
b after a while it was felt by the people
Iince Edward Island that the accom-
ation afforded by her was not satis-

ox tory,. and this dissatisfaction found
Pression in the various documents read
the hon. gentleman from Murray
aTbor and in some read by the hon,
gentleman from Alberton. While the
ho orthern Light ” was still running, the
befl‘\' geutleman from Alberton brought
§ OTe this Chamber his proposal for a
thi V{{a'y; and up to that date I do not
Oneu 1t had ever been suggested by any
8 othat communication with the mainland
go uld be by a subway or tunnel. The hon.
Vegtleman trom Alberton, I think, deser-
wi tl? great deal of credit for the persistence
or which he has brought this matter be-
8 the pu blic, before the Government, and
Ore this House ; and 1 am glad to see
that he continues to bring it here. Since
© hon. gentleman has agitated the sub-
“3’ question another steamer has been
!noron the route which, I understand, is
at ] ef!icxe.nt than the “Northern Light,”
Do Which is not quite satisfactory to the
OPle of Prince Edward Island. But
gelit? it is perfectly true that the kon.
est éman from Alberton has done his
romto 8ee this subway—I rather think
clon the way he speaks to-day he isnot so
ﬂmf iibopt the subway, and thinks that a
not ©l might be better—constructed, I do
think that it is fair that the offorts of

the hon. gentleman from Charlottetown
should be ignored. That hon. gentleman,
ever since I have had the honor of a seat
in this House, has brought up nearly
every session the question of the improve-
ment of communication with Prince Ed-
ward Island, and the memorial which he
submitted to the Committee of the other
House some years ago contained as much
valuable information as any other docu-
ment submitted by any one individual. No
fault can be found with any of the gentle-
men from Prince Edward Island ; and I
think it is, to say the least, somewhat un-
generous for the hon. gentleman from
Murray Harbor to endeavor to reflect
upon the conduct of the hon. gentleman
from Charlottetown. The reflection is
quite undeserved. Having said so much
on the history of the question, I wish to
say a few words as to my own views of
the duty of the Dominion Government. I
do not say that the Government have not
complied with the terms cf Union. That
is possibly a debatable question. Prince
Edpward Island people think that the Do-
minion Government have not complied
with the terms of Union, and the Domi-
nion Government think they have—that
they have done all that could be expected
to establish a reasonable communication
by water, and that that was all they were
bound to do. But I think, apart altogether
from the terms of Union, it is the duty
of the Dominion Government to give to
the people of Prince Edward Island the
best means of communication with the
mainland that can be afforded at areason-
able cost.

Ho~x. Mr., PROWSE—What is a rea-
sonable cost ?

Hon. MR. POWER—My opinion as to
what is a reasonable cost may not be the
opinion of the majority of this House, and it
may not be the opinion of the Government;
butT shall select one criterion: The Domi-
ion Parliament a little while ago voted asum
of something over $3,000,000 for the purpo-
ge of constructing an entirely useless work
across the Isthmus of Chignecto—a work
that was not asked for by any considera-
ble number of persons—andy I think it
would certainly not be unreasonable for
the Dominion Government to spend at
least as large asumin securing a commu-
nication with the 125,000 inhabitants of
Prince Edward Island as they expended.



