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COMMONS DEBATES

December 15, 1994

Adjournment Debate
® (1635)

A message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod as follows:
Mr. Speaker, His Excellency, the Governor General of Canada desires the

immediate attendance of this honourable House in the chamber of the honourable
the Senate.

Accordingly, the Speaker with the House went up to the
Senate chamber.

® (1650)
And being returned:

The Speaker: I have the honour to inform the House that
when the House went up to the Senate chamber the Governor
General was pleased to give, in Her Majesty’s name, the royal
assent to the following bills:

Bill C-36, anactrespecting the Split Lake Cree First Nation and the settlement of
matters arising from an agreement relating to the flooding of land—Chapter No. 42.

Bill C-38, an act to provide for the security of marine transportation—Chapter
No. 40.

Bill C-42, an act to amend the Criminal Code and other acts (miscellaneous
matters)}—Chapter No. 44.

Bill C-48, an act to establish the Department of Natural Resources and to amend
related acts—Chapter 41.

Bill C-51, an act to amend the Canada Grain Act and respecting certain
regulations made pursuant to that act—Chapter 45.

Bill C-55, an act to establish a board having jurisdiction concerning disputes
respecting surface rights in respect of land in the Yukon Territory and to amend
other acts in relation thereto—Chapter 43.

Bill C-56, an act to amend the Canadian Environmental Assessment Act—
Chapter 46.

Bill C-57, an act to implement the agreement establishing the World Trade
Organization—Chapter 47.

Bill C-63, an act for granting to Her Majesty certain sums of money for the
public service of Canada for the financial year ending March 31, 1995—Chapter
48.

ADJOURNMENT PROCEEDINGS

[Translation]

A motion to adjourn the House under Standing Order 38
deemed to have been moved.

HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Philippe Paré (Louis-Hébert, BQ): Mr. Speaker, on
Friday, December 9, I put a question to the Deputy Prime
Minister about the Prime Minister’s timid stand on human rights
and the Canadian government’s inability to guarantee the securi-
ty of Canadian business people travelling abroad.

I made particular reference to the case of Mr. Tran Trieu
Quan, a citizen from the Quebec City area who has been held
prisoner in Hanoi for over eight months by the Vietnamese
authorities. Charges have yet to be laid against him, which leads
us to conclude that Mr. Tran is being unjustly held and that the
Canadian government should demand his unconditional release
without delay.

In answer to the first part of the question, the Parliamentary
Secretary to the Minister of International Trade said that ‘‘the
Canadian government has raised the issue on several occa-
sions”. We in the Official Opposition cannot forget that during
his Asian Tour with Team Canada, the Prime Minister never
talked publicly about the important issue of human rights. To
justify his cowardice, the Prime Minister said that he was afraid
that Canada would be made fun of.

As regards the outrageous situation experienced by this
Canadian who has been held prisoner in Hanoi for more than
eight months now, the parliamentary secretary is merely taking
note of the question.
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Why is the Canadian government unable to impose the only
possible solution, that is to say the release of Mr. Tran, who is
being held illegally in a country where Canada just opened a
chancellery in Hanoi and a trade office in Ho Chi Minh City, in
addition to having been involved in the settlement of the arrears
owed to the International Monetary Fund? Let us be frank: the
Government of Canada is directly financing a government that
is holding a Canadian prisoner. Some justice, Mr. Speaker!

The second part of my question dealt with the Canadian
government’s inability to ensure the security of Canadian busi-
ness people abroad. In this regard, this whole affair has already
taken its toll on the Quebec business community. For instance,
the Sainte-Foy Chamber of Commerce recommended that its
members stop trading with Vietnam. Last Friday, this organiza-
tion also announced that it would recommend that chambers of
commerce across Canada and Quebec adopt the same policy as
long as Mr. Tran is held prisoner by the Vietnamese authorities.

How then are we to understand the Deputy Prime Minister’s

_answer, and I quote: “‘I have personally reviewed every com-

ment made by the Premier of Quebec when he was the host of the
govemor of a Chinese province and, each time, he adopted the
same policy as the Government of Canada’? First, I would
remind the Deputy Prime Minister that Vietnam is a sovereign
state and not a Chinese province. Second, I would remind her
that if I want to question the Government of Quebec, I would not
do it through the House of Commons.

Lastly, I am pleased to see that the Deputy Prime Minister
admits that Quebec has the ability and the know-how to estab-
lish an international policy independent of the federal govern-



