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Smnce 1 came to this House I have talked about the
plight of the fishermen. Some of the tirne I have been
talking about the deep sea fishery and the impact of the
pillaging by ships from Spain and Portugal. That has had
a very serious and devastating impact. As recently as
yesterday in Question Period, and on other occasions, I
raised that issue and will continue to do so.

T'here is another set of circumstances that is also
pulverizing a group of people in my riding. It is flot the
deep sea fishery per se, aithougli it is an aspect of the
fishery. I arn thinking about the southwest coast of
Newfoundland, the communities that start with Hennit-
age, Gaultoîs, McCallum, François, Grey River. Ramea,
Burgeo, Grand Bruit, La Poile, Petites, Rose Blanche,
Burnt Islands, Isle aux Morts, Fox Roost and Margaree,
and Port au Bras. Those communities traditionally have
had two fisheries, a winter fishery and a summer fishery.

For the purposes of sixnplicity I want to talk about the
winter fishery, which takes place from January to Mardi.
TMat fishery traditionally has been a very lucrative
fisheiy for those people but the bottom lias gone out of
it, not just this year but for the last four years. For
example, people in the community of McCallum caught
178,000 pounds last year during the winter fîshery and
caught 61,000 this year, one-third of last year's catches.
People in François cauglit 62,000 last year and caught
10,000 this year, one-sixth.

In the 1987 winter fishery people in Rose Blanche
caught four million pounds. This year they cauglit a littie

ovr1,000 or 2,000 pounds. 'Me bottom lias gone out.
People did flot look to unemployment because they
fislied winter and summer. They fislied 30, 40 or 45
weeks a year. There are people on that coast wlio neyer
drew any unemployment until this year because it was
not worth their while. Tliey fislied 45 weeks a year and by
the time they got their forms filled out it was time to go
back fishing again.

I talked to sucli a rnan in the last few weeks. When I
asked li whetlier lie had enougli stamps, as we cali il,
to get lis unemployment lie nearly poked me out. He
took it as an insult because lie had neyer even thouglit of
fishing in that context. He told me that if lis pnide
allowed li to draw UI this year, it would be the first
time lie liad ever botliered to do so.
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Those people ini Rose Blanche, Burnt Islands and Isle
aux Morts are in dire circumstances. I see from your

signal, Madam Speaker, that my time is running out.
There were other things I wanted to say but I understand
I just have a minute left.

I would like to comment very quickly to the Minister of
Fisheries and Oceans. I greatly admire li in some
respects but lie puzzles me on this one. Wly lias lie been
s0 stubborn? Wliy lias lie obviously set out to punish
those people in those communities I have mentioned?
Why lias lie turned lis back cornpletely on tlie people in
dire straits in those communities wlio, througli no fault
of their own, are hurting?

Those people went to St. John's as recently as a montli
ago. Tlhey met witli the Minister of Fisheries and
Oceans. He made a comrnitrnent that lie would have an
mnterim solution to their problem by May 15.

May 15 lias corne and gone. I wrote the minister about
this issue two weeks ago and I arn still waitmng for an
answer. I know lie is a busy person but tliese people are
liurting. Tliey need sorne answers. I tlimk they have
waited long enougli for those answers.

Those are the human reasons we are not going to
support thîs motion because to give thîs government
another $48 billion witliout knowing whetlier a few
shekels of it are going to be given to rny fishermen and
plant workers would be to betray those people.

'Me Minister of Fishenies and Oceans may betray
tliem, but I would like li to assure me tliat lie is not
going to. I can tell hirn that I will not betray tliem. I
invite li to join me in doing sornetliing wortl while for
those people while there is still sorne time.

Mn. Dennis Milis (Broadview- Greenwood): Madarn
Speaker, I listened to rny colleague from Burin-St.
George's. He talked a lot about the deep economic pain
existmng in lis community and riglit across the country.

I arn not sure if lie mentioned the fact that the interest
rates are at the lowest tley have ever been in 20 years
and inflation is practically non-eistent. We on this side
of the House in debate would not want to exclude some
of tlie good tliings that are happening in this country
rigît now.

However, I arn laving a difficult time in figuring out
low we can rekindie the confidence in this country again.
I arn feeling in my comrnunity in downtown Toronto a
sense of no confidence. People with jobs seern to be
lacking in confidence more than those without jobs. One
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