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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, April 5, 1995

The House met at 2 p.m.

Prayers

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS

[English]

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

Mr. John Richardson (Perth—Wellington—Waterloo,
Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to the Bard of
Avon, William Shakespeare, whose birthday we commemorate
on April 23.

A weekend of special events including a silent auction, a cake
decorating contest and a gala birthday dinner will take place in
my riding to mark this occasion. The Lakeside Seniors, and
Hamlet School which is putting on a play, and many hundreds of
people are involved in this celebration. I congratulate everyone
who is involved in this, particularly Ted Blowes and Debra
Huggins.

On the heels of this celebration, the Stratford Festival is
opening its 43rd season which will take place on May 29. I
encourage all members of the House and all Canadians to attend
the productions this summer. I am confident it will be a
theatrical experience to cherish.

Members of volunteer organizations are the very heart and
support of this Shakespearian festival. This year the festival will
be missing one of the western world’s leading classical actors
with the death of Mr. Nicholas Pennell. He will be missed this
summer.

I wish the festival every success in the upcoming season as the
Stratford adventure continues. I have put a playbill on each
member’s desk today.

[Translation]

LABOUR RELATIONS

Mr. Bernard St-Laurent (Manicouagan, BQ): Mr. Speaker,
Ogilvie Mills workers have, once again, demanded that the
Minister of Labour table an antiscab bill aimed at businesses

under federal jurisdiction. The minister responded like her
predecessor, saying simply that she was reviewing the matter.

The government has been studying the issue for nearly a year
and a half and the only reason for this delay is a total lack of
political will. The federal government is quite familiar with the
type of provisions already in effect in Quebec, Ontario and
British Columbia.

The Bloc Quebecois, for its part, recently tabled in this House
a bill which would provide adequate protection for the workers
currently hurt by their employers’ disloyal practices. The minis-
ter is quick to trample workers’ rights, as she did in the rail
labour dispute, but she is unacceptably slow in responding to
their legitimate demands.

[English]
HEALTH CARE

Mr. Lee Morrison (Swift Current—Maple Creek—Assini-
boia, Ref.): Mr. Speaker, half a century ago North America’s
first medicare plan, Saskatchewan Health Region Number 1,
was established in what is now my riding.

It was an experiment, a prototype and it was a Godsend. It
worked well and it cost little. This was partly because people
accustomed to doing without medical care did not abuse or over
use it and partly because it was run mostly at the local level by
country doctors and municipal reeves.

Unfortunately, the lessons of the experiment were quickly
forgotten. A great system was eventually suffocated by the cold
dead hands of political and federal bureaucracy.

The Liberals say there is nothing wrong with our health care
but Canadians know better. They know about the waiting lists
and the lack of accessibility.

It is time to be bold, as our Saskatchewan predecessors were,
and using common sense rather than grand schemes, revise the
Canada Health Act to allow the provinces to bring health care
back to health.
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PARTRIDGE ISLAND

Mrs. Elsie Wayne (Saint John, PC): Mr. Speaker, Transport
Canada has declared surplus the land holdings on Partridge
Island and Public Works Canada plans to dispose of the island.



