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Mr. Lincoln: Madam Speaker, with all due respect for the
member with whom I have had excellent relations at times, I
think his mind must have been wandering when I read my speech
because half of it was about the environment.

I spoke about protecting the ecosystem, about adopting a
different way of life, about our water resources. I am sorry if he
did not listen. I will gladly send him a copy of my speech if he
wants one.

As regards your second question, you know our party is
totally democratic. There is a caucus, there are democratic
procedures.

[English]

Miss Deborah Grey (Beaver River): Madam Speaker, I
would like to first of all in my remarks congratulate you on your
appointment. I wish you well. Having served in the House with
you for one term, you can be assured of my personal support and
my party’s support. We will do all that we can to assist you in the
chair.

I would also like to congratulate the other Speakers and the
Speaker of the House who won the election the other day. I think
it is indicative that this Parliament will be different from any
other we have seen in Canadian history. Who would have
thought when there were only two names left on the ballot, even
those of us who are not mathematicians and who thought it was
all over on the fifth ballot, that we would come back for another
vote. ‘

I discovered in the newspaper yesterday that I had single
handedly delivered the speakership to Mr. Gilbert Parent. I was
interested and surprised to read that. I was asked if I in fact had
done that by coercing my caucus into making sure he was voted
for and whether my persuasive tactics and characteristics were
put into play.

I'would like to put on the record right now that had I gone into
the persuasion mode it would have been over in three ballots. We
would not have had to stay here for six ballots. Congratulations.
You have a certainly exciting but large job ahead of you. Please
be assured of our support for you and all other Speakers.

Second, 1 would like to express my sincere thanks to the
constituents of Beaver River. As you know I served in this House
as the member of Parliament for Beaver River since March
1989. I spent almost all of the last term here. Our campaign
slogan for 1993 was “Let’s do it again Beaver River””. Of course
we had a unique chance to make Canadian history again by
re-electing a Reform member of Parliament.

I would just like like to say that my job as the member of
Parliament for Beaver River is that of one of servant. The
constituents there saw fit to elect me again as their member of
Parliament. I am proud and I am humbled to be their MP again. I
was certainly pleased to see that my mandate went from 50 per
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cent in 1989 to just a shade under 60 per cent in 1993. We should
all be aware that all we had was one vote on ballot day and it is
not by our merit certainly that any one of us is here tonight.
Those people put their faith in us. We know for sure they want to
see things done differently.

Let me just say again thank you to the people of Beaver River,
a wonderful microcosm of Canada, albeit chilly tonight there, a
marvellous farming, oil and natural resources community. Agri-
culture and oil are the two biggest industries in Beaver River.
Unfortunately neither word appears once in the throne speech
under my scrutiny.

Something is lacking. We will work together to make sure that
these things are addressed very specifically because they are
huge industries and resources in my constituency as well as in
many others across the country.
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I would also like to congratulate the Prime Minister and many
other members of this House on their re-election. It is pretty
exciting to have been re-elected to this House of Commons. As
we know, there were some pretty big changes. There are some
new faces here, but I welcome back those of you who were
re-elected. I would also like to congratulate those who have
been elected for the first time. It is pretty exciting to see this
many new faces here. I am pleased.

When I left here when the House disbanded in June many
people whom I served with in the last Parliament were very
friendly to me and I appreciated that. They said: “Deborah, see
what you can do when you leave this place, now that we are
recessing at the end of June, to find yourself some friends”.

Madam Speaker, I stand before you again tonight to tell you
that I have found some friends, both personal and professional. I
would like to tell you that I got married this summer. I married
Lewis Larson on August 7.

Some hon. members: Hear, hear.

Miss Grey: We said at our wedding that one has a greater
chance of being struck by lightning after the age of 40 than of
getting married for the first time. So we are making Canadian
history all the way. It was wonderful.

What I appreciate in a partner is when I can go home at night
and just get so much personal support. That one person is
certainly important and the most important, but I was told to
find some friends. I did my very best and it looks pretty good

_from my viewpoint. I went from a caucus of one to one of a

caucus and I like this a whole lot better. It is pretty exciting.

Thank you again for the support you have shown for us so far
in the House. We look forward to working with everyone.

I want to pay tribute right now to the hon. member for
Kamloops. It is interesting and life is ironic. I warmed exactly
his seat and he warmed exactly mine. For now we have made a



