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Madam Speaker: I declare the motion carried.
Motion agreed to and Bill read the third time and passed.
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Committee Reports

ROUTINE PROCEEDINGS

[English]
AGRICULTURE
ACCEPTABILITY OF TENTH REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE

Madam Speaker: The tenth report of the Standing Commit-
tee on Agriculture was tabled earlier today. I am afraid I must
intervene and make a few observations on the content of that
report and on a committee’s function when considering Bills
referred to it by the House.

On Wednesday, March 6, 1983, as Members of the House
may recall, Bill C-653, an Act to amend the Farmers’ Credi-
tors Arrangement Act, was given second reading and referred
to the Standing Committee on Agriculture. In its tenth report
tabled today, the Committee has made observations and sub-
stantive recommendations to the House. The Committee did
not report back Bill C-653.

I want to remind Members of all committees considering
Bills referred to them by the House of Citation 783 of Beau-
chesne’s Fifth Edition:

There is no authority that a committee of the House, when considering a bill,
should report anything to the House but the bill itself.

Speaker Lamoureux, who ruled on a similar procedural
difficulty on December 20, 1973, stated the following:

The situation is quite different when the committee has before it a general
reference, such as an annual report of a department when there is greater
latitude in the submitting of substantive recommendations to the House. With
respect, | suggest to Hon. Members there is no authority to support the
contention that a committee of the House when considering a bill should report
anything to the House except the Bill itself.

Speaker Lamoureux in the same ruling went on to quote
Beauchesne’s Fourth Edition, Citation 304(2):

A committee is bound by, and is not at liberty to depart from, the order of
reference. In the case of a Select Committee upon a Bill, the Bill committed to it
is itself the order of reference to the committee, who must report it with or
without amendment to the House.

The Chair’s principal concern in this case is that Bill C-653
is still before the Committee and that concurrently the Com-
mittee is attempting to place before the House questions
related to that same Bill.

Hon. Members will agree with me that such recommenda-
tions and observations as contained in the tenth report of the
Agriculture Committee would be highly irregular if they were
proposed in the Committee of the Whole or at the report stage.
There are other procedural avenues for the consideration of
such substantive proposals, but this cannot be done by way of a
report from any committee studying a Bill.

I have, therefore, no other option but to declare the tenth
report of the Standing Committee on Agriculture out of order
and consequently it cannot be received.

[Translation]

It being past 4 p.m., pursuant to Order made Thursday,
June 23, 1983, the House will now proceed to consideration of
Government Business, namely, motion No. 119 which is



