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Stalus of Women

Mr. Clarke: The Prime Ninister apparently did flot learn
anything frorn his one-time member for Vancouver- Kingsway,
whom he referred to as "the hon. lady". She took particular
issue with the Prime Minister, saying she had been elected as a
member of Parliament without regard to sex; that she was flot
here as a lady at ail but as a Member of Parliarnent. I amrnfot
sure she won her argument, but she did take issue with him.
That was at least five years ago and the Prime Minister has
flot learned anything.

Miss MacDonald: Not on the issue of women. He just
doesn't learn.

Mr. Clarke: 1 also want to refer to the words of the Minister
of Employment and Immigration (Mr. Axworthy) when
speaking to the press today. IHe is quoted as saying that the
only thing he regretted was that there was a "major issue
made about a matter I felt shouid have been resolved by the
counicil without aIl this publicity".

The obvious question that cornes to mind is why is the
minister afraid of the publicity if he does not have anything to
hide? Was he worried because the counicil did flot just take lis
suggestion, meekly foid its tents and go away rather than make
a fuss as Doris Anderson did? Was the minister worried that
his interference with the counicil would corne out? He may
have been thinking that if the constitutional committee had
reported when it was scheduled to do so, on December 9, the
advisory counicil would flot yet have scheduled its meeting and
he would not have had the problem. Pcrhaps that is what he
was trying to hide. One cannot be sure with this minister and
this goverriment.
[Translation]

Mr. Speaker, let us refleet for a moment on the creation of
the Advisory Council on the Status of Women. In 1973, the
then minister of labour, Mr. Munro, made a statement on
motions in the House. That seems strange, Mr. Speaker,
because nowadays staternents on motions are always heard
outside and flot inside the House. Let us refleet for a moment.
The minister said, and I quote:

The purpose of the council will bc twofold: to bring bcfore the governmnn and
the public matters or interest and concern to womcn, and to advise the
goverrnment on actions thati t deerns neccssary t0 improve the position ol ssonnen
n socicty. These tcrms of' reference are purposcly vcry broad in order that the

council will have freedom to tdke whatever action it considers necessary. The
council wiil also have authority t0 publish its reports, recommendations and
statements, In this way the counceil will be in a position to kccp before the public.
as weil as the governmcnt, the wholc question of the status of women.

In repiy Mr. Gordon Fairweather, then member for Fundy
Royal in New Brunswick and spokesman for our party on that
subject, said, again I quote:

The royal commission, after ail, recoînmended in 1970 that the advisory
council on the status of women should be established and report to Parliament.
The government, unfortunately. îgnorcd that good advice and took a dîflcrent
route bv appoînîing what s. in realitv. a commîttee ihat is Io report to the
minîster. The results wîll enable us t0 judgc who is rîght. Despite what the
minister siys, in rny opinion the îerms of reference hce nuni.iated today are
much 100 restrictive.

Now, Mr. Speaker, let us look back upon the incident which
occurred in the House yesterday. The Right Hon. Leader of
the Opposition (Mr. Clark) asked the right hon. Prime Minis-
ter whether there is a policy which prevents the counicil from
reporting to Parliament as do the Auditor Generai, the Eco-
nomic Council of Canada and the Commissioner of Officiai
Languages. Mr. Speaker, he couid have added a few more
organizations, for instance the Library of Parliament, the
electorai boundaries commissions for the decenniai report, the
internai economy commission, contested elections, the Eco-
nomie Council of Canada, the Qucen Elizabeth Il Research
Fund and the annuai report of the Council on Officiai Lan-
guages. Ail those reports are tabled in the House, Mr.
Speaker.

But what did the Prime Minister say? IHe replied, and 1
quote:

There are many different councils sshich advise the mînister directly, such as
.idvisory councils in trade. health and wclfare. immigration and sports. They
,idvise the ininister so he can kecp their advice in mmnd whcn întroducîng
legislation.

I emphasize this:
-so he can keep their advice in mind when întroducîng lcgislition.

As I said, in 1977 the advisory council stated before the
Standing Committee on Labour, Nlanpower and Immigration
that the govcrnment had not consuited thern about the unern
pioyment insurance bill, a very important measure for womcen.

* (1750)

[En glish]
ln the few minutes remaining perhaps I couid add sorte
positive notes to the debate. The governmcnt opposite often
compiains that wc complain too much and do not give thern
the reai answers. We showed them what the reai answers were
on many subjects.

The Prime Minister was being particuiariy, if flot unpariia-
mentary then certainiy impolite in taling about the -might
have been" policies of this side.

Le me run over a few of the things that were donc by this
side in the short time we were in governiment. Let me start out
with a reference to what the Minister of Empioymcnt and
iniiation said. He said we had donc nothing in our time in

government. The records show that 24,000 wornen were piaccd
in jobs in the time we were in government, compared with the
10,000 this minister has put into jobs in a similar period.

During the first six rnonths of the goverfiment of the Right
Hon. Leader of the Opposition the profile on the status of'
women was greatiy cnhanced because of the very strong
personai commitrnent of the then prime minister, the minister
responsible for the status of women and severai other minis-
ters, rnost notabiy the minister of ernpioyrnent and
i mmnigration.

Increased resources were allocated to the Advisory Council
on the Status of Women. In fact, the budget was increased by
89 per cent over the budget provided by the Liberal govern-
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