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enable the British nation to reestablish itself
economically and to regain the credit which it
enjoyed so freely before the war. It is our
nation’s duty and such, I am sure, is the unani-
mous desire of all our soldiers, sailors and air-
men, both French and English speaking, wio
have gone overseas and fought so courageously
and so valiantly and who are mow returning
to Canada, happy in the thought of the great
victory which they have achieved. They have
been a credit not only to their nation but to
their racial group, whether of British or French
descent.

Secondly, I should like to emphasize that,
apart from being a brotherly gesture toward
Great Britain, that loan primarily confirms
the determination of our nation to fulfil its
pledges in regard to financial and other assist-
ance, and to abide by the resolutions agreed
to at the San Francisco conference.

The financial assistance granted to allied
nations will enable them to recover their
moral, economic and social balance in the
post-war period. However, from an economic
standpoint, and in conformity with the agree-
ment made between our government and that
of Great Britain, the credit extended to the
latter nation will be used for the purchase of
Canadian goods. It goes without saying that
such a sum of money spent in Canada for the
purchase of our products will also enable us
to restore our industrial economy and provide
Canadians with work that is so essential to
the welfare and prosperity of this country; it
will ensure Western Canada and all our farm-
ers the markets that are so necessary for their
products such as wheat, cheese, milk, butter,
cream, meat and other foodstuffs. When the
prosperity of industry and agriculture is as-
sured, every Canadian, from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, benefits thereby.

Mr. Speaker, I am convinced that, when,
very shortly, this bill is introduced in the
House of Commons, it will meet with the un-
animous approval of every member from the
Atlantic to the Pacific.

Before concluding, I wish to say a few
words to my fellow-citizens of the province
of Quebec, this wealthy and gallant province
who has ever played an admirable part in the
development of our great nation. Recently, I
have attended the sessions of the second an-
nual meeting of Radio-Ouest francaise and
have had the opportunity of witnessing the
efforts and devotion to duty of my fellow-
citizens from the west to promote this gigantic
enterprise which will put them in a position
to tune in on concerts, speeches and plays in
their mother tongue. Needless to say that
such a worthy undertaking could not be real-
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ized without financial assistance. The mem-
bers from the noble province of Quebec, who
have the privilege of sitting in this house,
have no doubt noticed that, last fall, a sub-
scription campaign was organized through the
various parishes, under the auspices of both
religous and civil authorities to help the west-
ern Canadians of French origin. You have
been very generous, the total subscriptions be-
ing in excess of $200,000, and I take this op-
portunity, as a member of the constituency
where the first French radio station will shortly
be inaugurated, of thanking you from the bot-
tom of my heart.

(Text) : Mr. Speaker, in being accorded the
privilege of moving the address in reply to the
speech from the throne, I do not view it as a
personal tribute, being one who has just taken
his first steps in Canadian politics and who
has yet to give proof of his wisdom in such
an important duty, but rather is a tribute to
the fighting forces of our dominion, an honour
bestowed upon them, and I take the liberty
to extend sincere thanks to the Prime Minister
of this government for the honour so bestowed
upon a veteran. I am sure that every man
and woman who wore His Majesty’s uniform
during the long years of war would wish me
to convey their thanks in these simple terms.

Yesterday the members of this House of
Commons proceeded to the Senate chamber
to hear the reading of the speech from the
throne, which was the last official duty of His
Excellency the Governor General, the Earl of
Athlone. His Excellency has been with us
and laboured with us for the well-being of our
people and those of the commonwealth and
empire through what history will probably re-
cord as the most crucial years that humankind
has ever known. His Excellency the Governor
General and his gracious consort, Princess
Alice, will soon depart from our midst to re-
turn to the land of their birth where they
may enjoy a well-earned rest. It is with
deepest regret that we of this Canadian parlia-
ment see them leave. It is with deepest re-
gret that thousands of Canadians who have
come to know them as friends will look upon
their departure. The counsels of His Excel-
lency in all those things which contributed to
the good of our people, to the well-being of
men, women and children, have only served
to emphasize his concern for the welfare of
this our land and for the well-being of the
people of Canada.

The kindness which Her Royal Highness
Princess Alice has brought to the many ardu-
ous tasks and duties which she has so graci-
ously undertaken has only served to endear .
her to the hearts of Canadians everywhere.



