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Britain should be the controlling motive of
our military preparations. For again I say
that aur first and only defence is in England,
and we should strive to keep -the battie there.
In the recent fighting in ani over England
we are grateful to think that Canada lias
b-een a'bly represented in the Royal Air Force.
1 arn glad ta know that a Canadýian .9quadron
which forma part of the Royal Air Foroe bas
played a ddstinguished part. I have some
reason to know about this. Some of the
finest yaung mon that Canada ever produced
went over to the other side from rny province
in 1937 and 1938, and many of -them will fot
return.

But, after ail, oui contribution to the first
battle of Britain lias beon rather pitiful. In
fact it lias flot been a factor in the defence of
Britain at al, so far as I arn aware. If I
arn wrong I hope my hon. friend will illuminate
the position. I recali with feelings which I
shall neyer forget the call of Mr. Eden over
the radio in June last for planes, guns and
tanks-and we ha1 none to send. I recail
that we were told early sat session by the
Minister of Munitions and Supply that we
couid not make tanks in Canada. I was
assured at that time that they could be made
in Canada. At that very time I knew that
the Angus shops were ready and willing ta
undertake the manufacture of tanks. I had it
from one of the respansible officiais that tbey
were only waiting for the word to go. I arn
glad to know that the minister has changed hie
mind. It was several months late, but better
late than never. Apparently lie changed his
mind by reason of the persistent and patient
efforts of the hon. member for Parkdale (Mr.
Bruce), who althaugh derided from across the
floor of this house kept ta his text. AlI
honour to the hon. member for Parkdale.

Then a word with respect ta the manu-
facture of aeroplanos in Canada. This is a
great problem which this country should
have faced long ago. A number of years
ago a leading Canadian company was willing
to undertake the task of building planes
in tbis country, but the gavernment woud
not. Latterly the government had anothe
change of heait and decided to build these
machines in Canada. A government owned
and controlled company has been set up for
this purpase. I congratulate tbe government
upon this change. May I also congratulate
the minister upon having enlisted the ser-
vices of an ýoutstanding young Canadian
executive to take charge of these operatione.
I have known this gentleman since bis
boybood.

In connection witb the manufacture of
aeroplanes I should like to have from. the
minister some explanation as to wby Mr.

Sandmron of Fleet Aircraf t Limited was
brougbt into this work, and then a few
months afterwards has services were dispensed
with. Some explanation is due heyond the
terms of the platitudes contained in the
mýinister's letter to Mr. Sanderson at the
time of bis retirement. Is it possible that
bis position as head of aircraft production in
Canada was inconsistent with bis position as
head of Fleet Aircraft Limited? The min-
ister should tell us the naked trutb about
tbis. Nor bave tbe Canadian people ever
been told the truth about the retirement
of Mr. Wallace Campbell from tbe war pur-
cbasing board. I invite the minister ta tell
us the facts about this.

Then there is the question of big guns.
To my knowledge we bave neyer made big
guns in Canada, but I understand that we
are now approacbing the task. In an inter-
view given on October 10 by tbe Minister
of National Revenue (Mr. Gibson), lie

declaýred that before tbe end of 1940 Can-
ada would ho making heavy naval gens,
the iargest used in the empire. That was
announced by the director of public infor-
mation in a release dated October 10 on
Canada's war effort. This was part of the
government's propaganda, and I bave it
under rny hand. To me that was an, astonisb-
ing dlaim. It seemed incredible ta me. It
simply is not true. Wby make such daims?
They only puzzle and confuse the Canadian
people, and it is a most reprehensible practice.

Mr. GIBSON: Mr. Speaker, I rise on a
question of privilege. The statement wbicb
bas been quoted by tbe leader of the apposi-
tion (Mr. Hanson) was not correct. I nover
made sucb a statement. I did say that naval
guns were ta be made in a factory whicb. was
ta be one of the Iargest and rnost modern
in the British empire-

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): The bon.
member can rnake a speech later.

Mr. GIBSON: -not, a factory'making guns
which were the biggest and most modem.
Tbat is tbe staternent which was made.

Mr. HANSON (York-Sunbury): Here is
what the gavernment's director of public
information said: "Canada's War Effort'-this
is an official release-a weekly review of
developments an the borne front, issued by
the government; and the eighth item is:

Hon. C. W. G. Gibson, Minister of National
Revenue, etates in an interview that heavy
naval guns, the largest used in the empire
will be produced in Canada before the enâ
of 1940.

Weli, where is the crossing of the wires?
Sornewhere.


