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It is obvious to every member in the comn-
mittee that Canada has fallen far short of
using the share of the waters of those two
rivers wbich was apportioned to her by the
order of October 4, 1921. The serious tbing
for us as members of this committee and as
responsible members of the Ilouse of Coin-
mons of Canada in this year 1942 is this, that a
very valuable asset belonging to the people
of Canada as a whole-not only to the people
of southern Aiberta-is in danger of being lost
because Canada has neglected te construct the
irrigation projects wbich would enable her to
use beneficially the water wbicb was appor-
tioned to ber as ber share on October 4, 1921.

On the other hand, wbat hias the United
States done? She bas not been asleep at tbe
switcb as Canada bas. She bas constructed
irrigation projects with whicb she can use ail
her share of the St. Mary river waters and
the Milk river waters, as well as ail of
Canada's share of both of those waters. Wbat
does tbat mean? Wbat does that imply? I
ask any hion. member to tel] me what he thinks
that must mean in the minds of the people of
the United States.

Before I have finished my observations the
question is going to be raîsed tbat we in
Canada cannot afford in war time to build
these irrigation projeets. May I now point
out that in 1921 the recommendation was
made to the government of Canada tbat those
irrigation projects sbould ho constructed. But
after the last war Canada went on a saving
spree, as a result of which the irrigation
projects were not constructed, and tbey bave
not been constructed up to the present time-
with, of course, tbe consequent risk of tbe
loss ef these precinus possessions.

I turn now to the recommendations of the
committee as tbey are found at page 8 of tbe
report. 1 propose to read only part of two
of the recommendations. I read as follows:

The construction ofet m ainî reservoirs and
connecitiîg caiîal', woîild provide the' nec'essarv
facilities to store in Caniada (janala's share
of these internîational w aters and w oulîl tliereh v
be ail iiisuraiiue agaiiist the loss of a valuable
resýoilie. flTbe conistriuctioni of the mîain roser-
voius an d ciîiect inig tanl ais j, howoeve r. not
eiligh an d iii] ess prov isionî is miad e, by exten-
sioni of irrigation w orks te piiîxhe foi' heneficial
andii prioducitiv u~lse, thle î'xpenii ti i, inivolved
by the domniîoni w ou1d îot ot course hc justified.

Tien, skipping a portion, I reacb the follow-
ing on the same page:

(a) Tha~t tiie îoiiiiii iiiiîcrtal e and assume
as a 100 puer ceut resipî oi i ty t lie eoiist rtiton
et the maî.in reseri'oiis and, (oiviitiiig canals
to prîn'il sdorage tilîlsfir (anaa's eliare
et thie ofus , tht' St. Macandi \îkri
as apport ioîîud oiîdoî the id(er of the inter-
îîatioîîal joint coîîiiîjsioîî of Octobeî' 4, 1921.

And again:
(b) Iliat the dominjon's part in the construc-

tion of the projeet be carricîl eut as a tederal
post-,war developioient, and that the cest tliereof
be regartled as neti recoverahie.

With the last part of that recommendation
I bave ne quarrel. namely, that the cost ho
non-recoverahie. But witb the first part,
namely. that the construction of tbese pro-
jeets shall bc deferred until after tbe war
and shall constitute a part of the post-waî'
reconstrtuction programme, 1 do emphatically
disagree, for the reasons 1 bave already
indicated.

History wilI repeat itself. I voice the
apprebiension before hon. members tbat if
the construction of tbis project is deferred
jîntil atter the war it wiil again be neglected.
as it was neglected after the hast war. The
fiî'st thing w'e know wse shall bave lost in
Canada fer our children, and our children's
chihdren, te the end of time, a most precious
heritage-

Mr. GRAYDON: Js this an essential war-
finie prejeci?

Mr. BLACKMORE: Before I answer that,
may 1 jtist paint a picture for the bion.
member.

Mr. ROSS (St. Paul's): Is the report before
the gox'erniment? Is the bion. member dis-
cussing the merits of the report, or wbetber
the governmnent bias dene notbing in connec-
tien with it?

Mr. BLACKMORE: Just new I arn answer-
îng the question of the hon. member for Peel.
as te whether this is an essential war-time
projeut. May I just conjure up te bim this
piettire: If the war on tbe Pacifie develops,
as it might do, and the Japanese sbould
happen te gain feothelds on the western ceast
-which Ced ferbid-or if they sbotîhd develop

suich striking power tbere as would necessitate
the maintenance on Canada's part ef a very
large dettasive force ahung tbat coast-

The CHAIRMAN: If the bon. member
lis the sinanimotis consent ef the committee
lie may continue; otherwise be is eut of order.
The inatter now befoî'e the committee bas
nothing te (Io sxitb the mernts or demerits
et the report; it is simply an item covering
the expenses et pi'eparing the report. There-
fore it is net in order, tinder ouîî rules, te
diseuss at this stage the contents et the report.
We are cailled sîpon te determino whother it is
expediont te pay S500 for the general expenses
incîîrred hy the committue. Is this expendittire
appropriate or net? That is the only question


