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or any other primary industry while that wark
of arganization was going on.

There will be ample time for further dis-
cussion of this bill, but in summing up let
me say that there are only three princiles
contained in the measure. The first principle
is ta give tbe producers, ta the extent indicated
by their arganizing pawers, the contrai, regu-
lation and marketing of their awn products.
I think aIl hion. members will agree that this
is sound, that no persan understands the
problem better than it is understaad by the
primary producers. They are the men who
have more at stake than any athers. In the
second place the very fact that they are
arganizing and are getting dloser to their
market and the needs of the consumer will
show them, as nothing else will, the necessity
of praducing a high quality product in a
planned way so as ta furnish a continuous
supply ta the market. Much of the necessary
wark has been dane, same of it before this
gaverfiment came inta power. The legislation
passed during the last three years settiag up
standards for products offered for sale; the
creation of machineryr ta make certain that
products will came ta the market only wlen
properly labelled and graded, aIl have paved
the way for this further step that it is feit
will benefit still further, the prijnary producer.

In the next place, as 1 have said, it is felt
that this plan is necessary so that the primary
producers may devote themselves whole-
haartedly ta production and be assurad that
the range within which marketing operatian
takes place will be limited in order ta prevent
any undue profit, at the same time seeing ta
it that the most efficient method of trans-
f erring the produets, either in the raw or manu-
factured state, ta the consumer is not inter-
fered with. It is also felt-and I doubt if
any hion. member who has been in public life
for any Iength of timne has nat made this
statement, particularly before an election-
that agriculture is the basic industry af Can-
ada, that this country cannot succeed if agri-
culture and the other priýmary industries do not
succeed. You may go into any store or office
in our great cities of Montreal and Toronto;
you do not have ta go back very far ta trace
the connection between that store, and the
man or woman engaged in that business, and
the primary praducer who has made possible
these great cities with their large buildings,
imniversities, shops and homes. The people in
these cities are much more dependent on the
primary producer than many of them realize
-in the ordinary run of business. Therefore I
am sure no hon. member will abject, once
liaving made the statement that the success of
this country depends upon agriculture, if this

74720-140à

government sees fit ta put the resources of
the dominion as may be necessary, behind the
marketing of the primary products of the
country.

I had hoped that there would be littie
controversy in connection with this bill. No
one realizes and appreciates more than I do
the fact that it is far from perfect. There are
great obstacles ta the working out of any
such system, but the fact that there are
obstacles is noa reason why we should flot
endeavour ta surmount those obstacles. 1
believe the experience gained in the first year
of the aperation of this bill will do more ta
bring it ta perfection than perhaps houre of
discussion in this house, because, after ail,
ta a large extent it is an experiment. In
this experiment, however, we have kept in
mind three things. The first is that it must
be sound, the second that it muet be simple
of operation, and the third that it must be
practical. I regret ta say that the right hion.
leader of the opposition (Mr. Mackenzie
King) has dashed some of my hopes so far
as the lack of controversy goes. It is re-
ported that last week, from a public plat-
form, hie stated that this bill would nat make
any contribution ta agriculture, that it would
ha of no assistance at ail. If that statement
was made I regret it very much, because it is
s0 sweeping. I have bef are me many rasa-
lutions of appreciation with regard ta the
bill, not only from producers from ana end
of the country ta the other--supporting it
one hundred per cent-but also fram baards
of trade and other business organizations that
realize as they neyer did befare this depres-
sion struck us that their continuous success
depends more upon the success of the primary
producer than upon anything else. I do trust,
however, that this bill will be discussed in the
spirit in which 4it is presented. In its pre-
paration we endeavoured ta abtain ail the
points of view possible so far as the organized
producers were concerned, at the same time
discussing it frankly and freely with thase
whose business primarily has been that of
marketing.

Mr. NEILiL: Just before the minister site
down will hie say something about part Il
of the bill? He has not mantioned it.

Mr. WEIR ,(Melfort): I thought I had
mentioned part Il of the bill a number of
times.

Mr. GRAY: Will the bill be referred ta the
committee on agriculture and colonization?

Mr. WEIR (Melfart): *My own feeling is
* that there would be fia advantage in sub-
mitting it ta the agriculture committee; I


