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any one can find fault. Canada being a cern-
ponent part of the empire, there seemed no
reason wby. particularly in a time of stress
like this, the members of the family should
flot get together, and in closer cooperation
-because~ misery loves company-<b what
they could to get out of these distressing
conditions. But at the same time there does
flot appear to be any good reason why under
such conditions the countries of the empire
should entircly cut themselves off froma the
rest of the world.

But what a sense of deception filled the
bearts of the ýCanadian peCople when the re-
sults of the cenferonce were made known!
Wbat have we? Tihese trade agreements for
three, five and ten yoars! What had they
for the famishied and tbîrsty people of this
country in their present need? They asked
bread, tbe Prime Minister bas givon tbema a
stone, a monument to his own fruitless en-
deavour as an impcrial bargainer to cure the
ilis of the Canadian people. Sir, the Prime
Minister wvas bound te the stake of bis pre-
election promises. For two years lie hqd been
harrassed and obsessed ivith these extravagant
promises of 1930 te sccure wider rnarkets.
No w'onder that in dcspair he fluing himself
into the making- of those agreemcnts! But
notbing can dispol from the meory of the
Canadian people the distressing fears they
enttertained ini the dying days of the confer-
ence when they undcrstood it was likely te ho
a failitre. No wender tbe Prime Minister
finally came eut from under the bag of spoils
wbicb he bas tabled in tbis honourable heuso
in tbe agreements now under consideration.

But, sir, for that bag, wlhat price did ho
pay? Time will prove botter tban any asser-
tion of mine what advantage ho bas securcd
for us and what price we mnust pay. Presently,
we arc too near those events te appreciate
fully and visualize their significance and
effeet. But evon at this stage wve can safcly
say that, proceeding as tbcy do froin a prin-
ciple net tee sound politically-I use thiat
terra in its proper sense-and net tee sound
ecenemically, the Canadian people can expeet
to derivo littie good and advantage there-
from. The principles involved are a negation,
or complote curtailment of our political
liberty, none tbe lcss deplerable becauso self-
impesed by a complacent majerity.

Many years age, Sir WVilfrid Laurier
described the empire as a galaxy of nations,
and until tbe birtb of tbese trade agreements
ne botter definitien ceuld be gix on. A galaxy
of nations! the empire tbe beavens, the cern-
ponient parts of the empire tbe stars, eacb
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separate, baving its own identity, independent
one of the otber, travelling in well-ordained
obannels, but all gravitating around a com-
mon centre. Canada, Ireland, Australia, New
Zealand, South Africa, Seutbern Rbodesia, ail
enj oying responsible government, mistresses
of their own destinies, jealous of their own
righits and privileges, Canada particularly
prend of its own modemn garb, a la statute
de Westminster, but all beund in a common
tie.

These political liberties were net acquired
witbout long and weary struggles. They
represent the cencerted efforts of many gen-
eratiens, and in seme instances tbe price was
higb. Today, wbether we lie of Canada or
South Africa, wve are proud of our status,
and we were ready te sit with the otber
countries at the faniily table under tbe eye
of tbe mother country, te enjey tbe well-
earned fruits of these long labeurs. No one
in those days dared cballenge our loyalty te
the empire, let ne one do se today.

Speaking in tbis bonourable house as one
of these whose mother tengue is tbat of
millions of inhabitants of this fair land, as
one whese blood is the same as that of these
millions, 1 say tbat our bearts beat in unisen
with the hearts of tbese wbe wisb the empire
well; our seuls, like tbe seuls of our millions
of brethers in this fair land, are filled with
the same ardent desire for the empire 's main-
tenance, our bopes and ambitions are ne less
ardent than tbe bopes and ambitions of our
brethers for a united empire. Those little
wbite crosses side by side in Flander's fields
mark the last resting places of tbeusands of
the descendants of those w'be feugbt witb
Wolfe and Montcalm, showing tbat the bonds
of empire ini Canada have net weakened. Our
loyalty is net less sincere, our prayers and
our endeavours for a greater empire are ne
less earncst tban tbe prayers and hoes of
tbese who propose these agreements new
undýer review.

And wve bave a perfect rigbt te criticize
them, wo of ,he Liberal party who sit on
yeur left, Mr. Speaker, in the light of the
principles and doctrines wbicb are our own,
,and whicb, lot it net be fergetten, are at the
foundatien of our political and ecenemie
liberties teday, the principles of a demecratic
parLy, of a party tbat seeks tbe greatest goed
for tbe greatest number, tbe Liberal party.
Tbe Prime Minister bas made rit elear that
these agreements censtitute ýthe glorification
of protection. Hie bam sueceeded. in grafting
this bud on tbe old Britisb free trade tree.
Hei is a past master in many arts and sciences,


