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feeling was aroused to a very great extent
against Great Britain. I am not competent
to speak of other provinces, but as a general
result the vast majority of the Liberal-
Unionists candidates were elected. We on
this side of the House cannot object to
those who are left calling themselves the
Liberal Party if they like, because every-
body bas the right to call himself whatever
he chooses, but it does seem absurd that
those who are in the minority should at-
tempt to make out that we have not been
treated properly on this side of the House,
and that we have been absorbed into a
party by another name. As a matter of
fact, while we have been over here we have
been well received. We have found no at-
tempt at proselytizing. Our opinions have
been received with civility, and further-
more, we have found something that bas
amazed us, and which would have anazed
some of my hon. friends opposite .had they
come over here, and that is that there are
more real Liberals on this side of the House
than there are on the other. I will go
further. I have found men on this side
of the House who call themselves Conser-
vative for party reasons, who are more
radical than any I have ever found among
my old friends the Liberals. I have been
astounded to learn of the uprooting that
some alleged Tories on this side of the
House were willing to do in one way or
another, so one is naturally bound to come
to the conclusion that these old party names
stand for nothing when a great cataclysm
comes and a man takes the course he thinks
is right. I am quite aware that tue so-
called Liberals, if they will not mind my
using that term,-anyway, the Liberals,-
have been saying disagreeable things, as
they have a right to do, about defections and
turn-overs, but I can assure them that there
is nothing on this s'ide of the House that
bas given offence to those Liberals who
went out for the principles of which I have
spoken. Not only have we been well re:-
ceived, but we have heard nothing of the
extreme views which my hon. friend from
Cape Breton North and Victoria (Mr. Mc-
Kenzie) attributes to our colleagues on this
side of the House. They have not tried
to rub in, so to speak, their own particular
opinions. I have heard that there are some
strong party men on this side, just as there
are strong party men on the othér side of
the House, who would prefer to be alone,
but, of course, they have been civil enough
not to let us find that out, except that we
have heard some reference here to-day to
certain efforts of a former Cabinet minister
hailing from Winnipeg. So far as our col-

leagues on this side of the House are con-
cerned, we have had very pleasant relations
with those with whom we formerly dis-
agreed.

'The war changed things in many ways,
and with the exception of those who had
the most tense political feelings and poli-
tical inclinations, the war made men think
as they wanted to think without regard to
political 'party trammels.

It is proper for me now, I think, after
two years, and as the subject bas never been
discussed in Parliament before, to give a
short history of the rise of the cleavage
in the Liberal party. and I can do it best,
and it seems to me it would be the most
convincing to those who are listening to
me, by giving my own personal experience.
In September, 1917, returning from my usual
summer vacation, when one does not read
many newspapers, I was surprised to find
that there were some people in the country
who were opposed to Canada taking further
part in the great war. I discussed this
matter with three men of political promin-
ence, candidates under the leadership of
Sir Wilfrid Laurier, and I expressed my
views, because I held them definitely and
strongly. I said '<We cannot let Canada
down no.w that we have sent her in; we
cannot let our boys at the Front get dis-
couraged and weaken; we have to send more
men." The first man replied, " Of course
we should, but what has that to do with
politic?" Then he told me he had been
going around among the people and had
found that conscription was unpopular, and
that Conservatives who did not want their
sons to go to the Front were going to vote
for the Liberal party if the Conservative
party stood for conscription. The next man,
who was also a candidate, agreed that many
Conservatives who did not want their sons
to go to the Front would vote for the
Liberal party to avoid conscription, and
he gave instances to show that con-
scription was not going to win. These
men were of that type. I shall
not mention their names, but I an
not abusing any confidence because
anything which they said to me they will
say at any time. They thought that while
it was proper for Canada to continue her
effort in the war, as was done afterwards
by the Union Government, the more inr-
portant thing was that the Liberals should
get into power. That disposes of two from
whom I got opinions. The third'to whom
I spoke-a candidate afterwards-rather
shocked me when he said: "Well, I think
we have done enough; let Uncle Sam do
the rest." Well, I do not care to express


