
COMMONS

Mr. MARTIN: But I sent some one to
make inquiries, te secure bills fer ceal and
tbese were sent te the hon. minister. At
least, if they were net sent, rny instructions
were net ebeyed. What would the minister
have us do? The mere, fact that a sale has
been made at a higber than reasenable price
is net an offence? We have te prove that
he lias ceai in bis yard which he refuses te
seli. That is what our attorney-

Mr. CROTHERS: Wiby did yeu net send
a man up te consult?

Mr. MARTIN: Because it was net neces-
sary. I spoke te Mr. Larnarche, forrnerly
a inember cf this House, and te Mr. Laur-
andeau, and tbey told us tbat wbat we must
de is te make an inquiry and send the facts
te the minister. We sent bills for coal that,
had been received. And the commission
is geing yet.

Mr. CROTHERS: It was net necessary
te send anytbing cf tbat kind te us. If
the hon. gentleman feund that any man wvas
selling ceai at prices tbat were unreasen-
able or unjust, be could take action against
bueii.

Mr. MARTIN: That is net what Mr.
Laurandeau tells us, and be is an ex-judge.
The minister may say that Mr. Laurandeau
did not unders-tand it. In that case I arn
ready te believe that nobody could under-
stand it.

Mr. CROTIIERS: If my hon. friend bad
sent bis solici-tor as we requested we would
bave pointed out te hum what sbculd be
done.

Mr. MARTIN: Tbe Geverninent should
bave entered upon an inquiry last f4ll, te
find eut just what supplies were available.
Then t'bey should bave put on an embarge
wberever it was necessary, in order te kee.p
food for tbe farily-tbe farnily cf Canada,
whose interest the Governinent has in
cbarge. Tbey sbould bave provided that
wbat food was necessary sbould be kept at
borne and the rest sent te the Allies.

Mr. CROTHERS: And what w*as the bon.
gentlernan's duty as niayor of Montreal?

Mr. MARTIN: To work for the people, as
I did. And next election will pr-ove that
they think I did well.

Mr. VERVILLE: Has anybody been
piosecuted under this Order in Council?

Mr. CROTHIERS: No, we have ne power
to prosecute.

[MIr. Crothors.]

Mr. VERVILLE: I believe the turne has
corne-in faot, came serne Urne ago-when
the Government ýsbou'ld 'try to con-trol the
prices of ýfoodstuffs. In dealing wiblh the
case of the miners of the West the minister
stated that the Governinent had paid
$92,000 on ýaccount, as I understood hum, of
the increased cost of living, th.at increase
for the time covered having been $1.75 a
week. But if the ministtr dces not pro-
ceed te the regulatien cf food supplies ini
four or five months frein now, perhaps, the
cost cf living will have gene up another
$1.75 a week. Will he then ýtake anether
$92,000« te make that up? Anybody vih-o
knows the conditions here and on the other
side of the line knows that the profits paid
in Canada in some cases are quite unreason-
able. The minister spoke cf the increase
in the cost of living ini the United States,
but he forgets that the wag-es there are
liiier than in Canada.

Mr. CROTHERS: No.

Mr. VERVILLE: Then, they must have
changed very lately, for about the first cf
the month 1 was in Detroit, Chicago,
Indianapolis and Cleveland, and in those
cities wages were higheî than in Canada.
And the mninister kniows it. We cannot
compare the cost cf living on this side and
on the other side unless we take wages mnite
account. The hon, gentleman knowýs that
as soon as war was declared between the
United States and Germany the heads cf
the labour people in the United States were
called into consultation by the Gcvern.ment
upen the cest cf living. There is an exampie
w hich the ininister iniighit well follow.
If my hon. friend has nob done it se far,
why dees he net do it now? It is better new
than neyer. Why dees he net consuit the
best labour men in the country and a-3k-
thein te help hum te solve the prcblem cf
the high cest cf living? I do net say that
rny hon. friend can do it alone but if he
wculd gather together a number cf men, the
same as they have done in the United
-States, he would de semethinig towards find-
ing a solution for this difficulty. The rese-
lutien which Ne. 149, International Aýss>-
ciatien, signed-

Mr. CROTHERS: H-ave they reduced the
price cf anything yet?

Mr. VERVILLE: Tbey have net reduced
tbe price but they are going' te centrel
prices. It is enly three weeks since war wa-ý
declared.

M\r. CROTHERS: But before war was
declared they had street neots over there


