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censor of what wll or wlll flot go through the
malle.

When 1 decided, under the Parcel Post Act,
that Intoxlcating liquars should not be aiiowed
transmission through the post offices, 1 re-
celved many congratulations, but some dealers
told me I was lnterfering with the liberty of
cormmerce. To-day I stop dirt and fllth from,
being dissemninated ln Canadian homes. Shall I
be told that the principle af alleged free speech
ehauld ln this case supersede the law of the
land?

As >I have no doubt that you will agree with
me on the above, let us come now to the ques-
tion as ta whether I have used my powers at a
fair a.nd legitimate moment.

There are two papers called The Menace.
One la sent to Canada from Aurora, Missouri,
and it requested the privileges of the malse for
a Canadian edition ta be pubished at Aurora,
Ontario. This application was made in the
usual course to my deputy minuster, Doctor
Coulter, wha requested that the publication
should be submitted to hlm, as ls usual ln such
cases. He came to the conclusion, without the
ieast hesitation, that thi. paper 'publlshed
immoral, Indecent and scurrilous things and he
refused it the privileges of the mails. The
Menace came out with fiaming head-Ilnesý de.
nounclng thîs and declaring-Doctor Coulter la
a Protestant-that his action has been dlctated
to -him by the 'hlerarchy' and 'the Pope of
Rome.' The matter was then brought ta mv
attention. 1 looked through the paper and camc
ta the conclusion that Doctor Coulter's action
was right and praper, and 1 upheld it.

The question was put ln Parliament as to the
reasons for the action taken. 1 answered tlue
question on the 2nd Âprll by putting an 'Han-
nard' a memorandum prepared b>' Dr. Coul-
ter, a copy of whlch I beg to enclose for your
perusal. The newspaper men being anxiaus to
see the text of this memorandum, I supplled
them with as many coptes as they required. 1
took care not ta exclude the quotatîins made by
the deputy minister to justify bis action. Most
ai the newspapers an both aides 0f politics pub-
Ilshed the memorandum but every one of them,
if 1 mistake not, omitted the quotatiani, and
they lnformed me that they did s0 out of re-
spect for their readers.

Members of Parliament after reading thase
quatatiauis ln 'Hansard,' suggested that It would
be more proper ta have them expunged. This
la the kind of thing 1 amn now tald s'uoüld .be
distributed in the Canadien homes ln the name
of free speech. Somne of the commnications
whlch 1 have received ln that respect are ac-
ompanled by several kînds of threats. My
answer la that 1 will obeir the law anl f'ilflui
my duty whatever the consequefices may be.

Sa much for the Americali Menace.
As ta the Canadian Menace, the proprietor

was told that the same rule'wauld apply. The
publishers came out with a ieading article ln
large type acknowledgiflg that we were rlght
and undertakirig nat ta publsh this klnid af
obscene and Immoral literature ln future. They
were told that the ban would be lifted, but If
they did not keep their promise, the prIvileges
of the mails would be withdrawn fram them.

'Unfartunatel>', the question of religion and
race ha. again been ralsed here as Io so often
done ln aur country by people who want ta ap-
peal ta, prejudices for their own selfish purpases,
but there i. no question of race and religion ln

this matter. There are several papers enjoying
the privileges of the malse which constantly
indulge ln religious and cantraversial recr.imina-
tions. bath fromn a Cathollc and Protestant pbint
of view. There are others which are at the
same Urne anti-Catholic and anti-Protestant,
and which pretend that Cathollcs and Protest-
ante are ail imposters. I have one af these
papers before me at this moment and amangat
ather things I findt the falaowing:

0 f ail manner af shamneles. imposters are
the "Christian" prlests and preachers who pro-
fesA Christ and follow Paul, knowing as the>'
muet, unleas they are Ignorant of histary, for
It la a hIstorical record, that Paul was repu-
diated b>' the early Christians.'

I do believe that Protestantiom and Catholic-
ferm wli survive thîs.

If I were ta forget that I amn Pastrnaster Gen-
erai for ail Canadians, Protestant and Catholic
alike, and If I were so blgated as ta thlnk of
excluding Protestant newspapers fram. the mails,
there are others than the Menace which would
be much mare worthy af my attention ln this
respect, but the law does net .ay that a news-
paper will be excluded because It is strangl>'
Cathalic or strang>' Protestant, and cause-
quently, I have no right to bar an>' of them
from the mails for that reason. The law and
regulatians do say, hawever, tbat no news-
paper, Protestant or Cs±holic, will be obsele,
Immoral or scurrilous, and It doe fot seem ta
me Passible that Yau and 1, a. Christian gentle-
men, should dîsagree ln a matter hIke this.

Haping that the abave wili satisfy you that
the course taken b>' this department was the

anly proper one under the circumstances, 1
remain, clear Sir,

Yaurs trul>',
(Sgd) Louis P. Pelletier.

C. E. Irwin, Esq.,
Secretary Lamne L.O.L.,

155 Ramil Street
Montreal.

2. The facts as to the Ganadian Menace
are fully given in the letter just read.

THE LIGHTSHIP HALIPÀX

Mr. LEMIEUX:
1. Where was the steamn llghtship Halifax 19

bufit?
2. Have an>' tenders been called for?
3. Were any Canadian firms asked ta ten-

der?
4. Haw many tenders were received, from

whom, and what was the amount ln each
case?

Mr. HAZEN:
1. In the yards af Bow, McLachlan & Co.,

Ltd., Paisley, Scotland.
2. Yes.
3. Tenders were publiciy invited in the

Canadian newspapers.
4. Four tenders were received as follows:

Bow, .McLacblan & Co., Ltd., Paisley,
$127,38.82; Ferguson Bras., Port Glasgow,
$149,649.79; Poison Iran Works, Taranto,
Ont., 8159,750; Hawthorne & CJo., Ltd.,
Leith, 8131,399.99.


