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the trooping ghests and spectres dogging
every man of them close at his heeis. These
spectres are crying out in ghostly voices:
‘Fulfilment, fulfilment, as honest men.’
Gentlemen, let me tell you, through you, Mr.
Speaker, that you have very few weeks left
in which to fuilfil those promises and to lay
those ghosts. The member for Norih Nor-
folk (Mr. Chariton) knows that. There
is one following him; he shakes {t
off on to the First Minister. There is the
ghost of unfulfilled piedges in regard to
economy and expenditure. In all the four
pages of this address thers is no hint of
economical expenditure. Down at the very
end, however, there is an intimation that
‘the estimates will be prepared with a due
regard to economy and the rapid growth
of the Dominion,’ rapid growth in the mat-
ter of indiscriminate and huge railway sub-
sidies for instance. There is ancther ghost
following the Minister of Trade and
Commerce (Sir Richard Cartwright), who,
fn 1893, took the patron beauty upon
his aged knee, who wooed bher Iin
goft and mellow terms, and who told
her, with all the ardour of an 18-year-oid
swain, that if she weuld but prove true to
him for life he and she would waddle down
the pathway of life in beautifuli conson-
apce—upon this: point at least, that
" no railway subsidies should be scat-
tered as a blight among the consti-
tuencies. There is the Prime Minister
of this Dominion, whe, Sir, actually
had the hardihood to go out into the
intelligent provirce of Ontario, stand up
before an intelligent and weli-read people,
look them in the face, or over their heads,
and declare: We have kept every promisc
~ we ever made, with the exception of the

promise to abolish the Senate, and that we
propose tc perform. I do not need to fol-
low that, it would be superfluous to do so.
Why, the man himseif must know what
he is saying when he makes a statement
of that kind. The Minister of Customs
(Mr. Paterson) tries to parry the blow by
saying: We have performed every promise.
Read our promises. Where are they?
They are in the 1893 comvention. That is
what we are pledged to, and not to any irre-
sponsible  utterances of individuals.
The Minister of Customs said that, he
knows he said it, said it in Winnipeg. Who
" are those irresponsible persons? One sits
- a little behind him, who stocod up in the
plenitude of econcmical principles and de-
ciared in Onta,rlo, before the election: If we
do not reduce the expenditure of this coun-
try by three miilicns as soon &8 we get iato
power, turn us out. Then there is a still
more irresponsible person, the Prime Min-
- -fster, who stood up before the face of a
 Toronto sudience, in face of the electors of

" - this whole country, and declared to them
. that though they might not bring the ex-
 penditare back to the days of. -Alexander

. HMuckensle, they wonld reduee it one, two,
- Mr FOSTER.

.what are the facts ot the ease?

three, and, as the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Mills) said, they would reduce it by four
million dollars. And yet that same gen-
tleman stood up and declared in the face
of an intelligent people that he had per-
formed every pledge that he had ever
made. Do I need to go any further, Mr.
Speaker? I know, Sir, that this is a pain-
ful subject for you, and I will spare you,
because, being now in that poeition, where
you icok with fair and open eyes on both
sides of the House, or, perhaps, meore pro-
perly, look on neither side, but straight
down on the pathway before you, you must
feel your heart-strings wrung by the exhi-
bition of your former friends and associ-
ates in this matter of unfulfilled promises
and unredeemed performances. But the un-
fulfilled pledges are the least reprehensible
part of their conduct. The awful thing
about it i8 that, not oniy did they fail ¢o
fuifil their pledges, but they actually turn
around and declare that they have fuifilled
them. = My right hon. friend said last
night that there was no greater calamity
than war. Yes, there is. A greater cal-
amity than war is to git down in cowardly
submission to wrong and insult.  There is
a greater calamlt than unfulfilled promises.
What is it? s to brazen it out before
honest men, and in the face of day, to say
that you have fulfilled them, when you
know that you have not. The first is
perfidy, the second, Sir, is turpitude added
to perfidy.

Something is ssid about transportatiom,
and one passage of this address congratu-
lates the country—on what? And here I
am amazed again at its modesty. It con-
gratulates the country on the vigorous
policy of the government with reference to
finishing the canal system of this country.
Where was the Premier when that modest
paragraph was indicted? For I find that
this Premier of Canada stocd on a plat-
form at Bowmanvile, on October 1G6th last,
before & magnificent, but, as I am informed,
very cool and critical audlence, and made
his apology for the sins of his cabinet. = In
that capacity and on thsat platform he said:

To Alexander Mackenzie is due the policy we
are now forwarding.

That is the canal policy.

He commenced the deépening of the Welland
Canal, ke deepened 1t to the depth of fourteen
feet.

Mr. GIBSO\I That is right.
Mr. FOSTER (reading).

And for eighteen years afterwards the work
went on at a snail’s pace. The Conservatives

did practically nothing with this work,-but when

wa came into office we undertcok, and success-

fully too, to complete it in three years.
Phat was the Prime Mipister of Canada,

let loose upen an audiemce in the province
of -Onterio. Well, 8ir, what happened;
The



