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« the i'unotion aof afly central organization m.ust be
ta stimu.late and encourage this worlc in Chbers, to fill the gaps,
ta conduot genera3.ized researches nat apt ta the functions of~
narrower institu.tions, ta create organizations ar±d institutions
where these are lackinag."

Viscount Hailsham, 1963

In Canada, a great deal of~ researchi Is conducted by govern-
mient departinents in such clearly defiied areas as agriculture,
fisheries, mtning and defence. ManY of' the remaining areas ai'
scienoe and technology flal within the scope aof the National
Research CouiXcil, partIcuiarly those that aid the secandary
Industries*

When, n 1916, during the First World, War, the GovermeUlt
aof Canada est lished the National Research Cauncil, the purpose
was clear -- , o strengthen science as an aid ta industrial develop-
mient. FrQjnythe beginning, the 1NEC has pursued tb.is objective in
two ways: by encouraging and supporting basic science, inainly in
the universities, and$ as conditions perm.itted, by strengtheaing
technoj.ogy as an aid ta secandary Industries.

Respans ibilitie s

The duties ai' the Council are outlined iirthe Research
Cauncil Act, Braadly stated, the Cauincil has charge ai' "fai] matters
affiecting scientuIfic and Industrial research in Canada that niay be
assigned ta it by the ?rivy Cauncil Comniittee on Scientiie and
Industrial Researchu (ta which it reports).

The Act aiso designates a nuinber ai' apecific responsibilities:
for discovering pracesses and inethads that inay promote the expansion
ai' existing industries or the development ai' new ones; for xnaintaining

Sand Improving primary standards f'or Canada and certil'ying scientific
W and technicai apparatLis and instrumients used in the governlent service


