
25% of the planet's kidnappings, and the trend points upwards. Between January 1996 and

25 April 1999, there were a total of 4,925 reported kidnappings, with 66% perpetrated by

guerrillas, 19.6% by crimiànals, 1.3% by paramnilitaries, and 22.6% by unknown authors?5

The trade is worth at least $80 million US annually,96 and perhaps more, smnce many

kidnappings siniply go unreported. Not only are the boundaries between soldier and

civilian erased, but the phenomenon is also indicative of the privatization of war whereby

the bounds of military financing are being pushed.

The business of kidnapping, while clearly important, is secondaiy overall as a source

of incomne for subversive groups. Estirnates suggest that the guerrillas in Colombia could


