
# 5. APPLICABLE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

According to its Constitution, Argentina is a Repubiîcan, Federal country.

This makes it necessary to consider, as regards the Institutional and Legal instruments regulating economic
activities and the organization and development of the society, three functional levels and hierarchies Of
Governmental Authorities with their corresponding legisiation frameworks. These are: the National level, the
Provincial level (Federal States) and the Municipal or Local level.

ln the case of legislation in force, laws and decrees are considered as having a global and sectorial scope, and
Municipal Ordinances, a general and particular scope, such as CODES ON THE USE 0F URBAN SOIL, BUILDING
CODES, SANITATION CODES.

5.1 National Law on Dangerous Wastes

Law 24,051 was sanctioned in December 1991 and entered into eff ect during the f irst days of April 1992 <as per
its Article 66). It rules on the generation, manipulation, transportation, treatment and final disposai of dangerous
wastes.

Although it applies to wastes generated or located in the national iurisdictlon, Article 67 "invites the provinces
and the corresponding municipalities, in the area of their competence, to issue regulations of the same nature as
the one herein, for the treatment of dangerous wastes".

In tumn, decree 177/92 of the National Executive Branch, on appointing the authority of application of said law,
entrusts it with coordinating its own tasks with those of the Provincial Governments.

This picture thus tends to homogenize the legislation in this matter, as well as its application:

a) Through legislatior, applicable to the places of national juriadiction where wastes are generated or when
they have affect upon them or upon a different jurladiction;

b) Through the successive issue of similar laws in the provinces, as per Article 67;
c) Because the authorlty of application, when it does not act in its own jurisdiction (either by virtue of thelocation or generation or of the interjurisdictionality of the eftects) shall act as coordinator vis-à-vis the

provincial or municipal authorities in this matter.


