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{@ VIl INVESTMENT IN SPACE

Awareness of the U.S.’'s invitation to other countries 1o participate in the space program
was not high ameng the participants. Overall, the prospect of Canada baing invoived in
tha program was extremely attractive 1o the groups, with tha advancement of technology,
tha creation of jobs, and growth in national pride mentioned among the list of bensfits

valunieered.

Thera seemed to be no doubt in the minds of the participants that Canada’s lack of invest-
ment would not adversely affact our refations with the U.8. This was based an a
conviction that if they were not to participata the U.5. would have ne shortags of Gther
willing partners., Soms falt, however, that Canada’s investmant in the prograrm may. in the

fong run, actually improve our relations with the .5,

Somewhat surprisingly, almost everyone in 2ach of the groups recognized the. ‘r:ast paced
nature'of the competition in tha development of new technologies, ang agresc that Canada
needs to be aggressive in this arza. Many valunteered that wa had an advantage baszd on
our axperiencs in buifding sataliites and tha Canadarm, and stress;sd the need to maintain

it as further support {or our participation.
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