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WILLIAMSBURG DECLARATION ON ECONOMIC RECOVERY

Our nations are wunited in their dedication to democracy,
individual freedom, <creativity, moral purpose, human digrnity, and
personal and cultural development. It is to preserve, sustain, and
extend these shared values that our prosperity is important.

The recession has put our societies through a severe test, but
they have proved resilient. Significant success has been achieved in
reducing inflation and interest rates: there have been improvements in
productivity:; and we now clearly see signs of recovery.

Nevertheless, the industrialized democracies continue to face the
challenge of ensuring that the recovery materializes and endures, 1in
order to reverse a decade of cumulative inflation and reduce
unemployment. We must all focus on achieving and maintaining 1low
inflation, and reducing interest rates from their present too-high
levels. We renew our commitment to reduce structural budget deficits,
in particular, by limiting the growth of expenditures.

We recognize that we must act together and that we must pursue a
balanced set of policies that take into account and exploit
relationships between growth, trade, and finance, in order that
recovery may spread to all countries, developed and. developing alike.

In pursuance of these objectives, we have agreed as focllows:

(1) Our <Ggovernments will pursue appropriate monetary and
budgetary policies that will be conducive to low inflation, reduced
interest rates, higher productive investment and greater employment
opportunities, particularly for the young. ‘

(2) The consultation process initiated at Versailles will bDe
enhanced to promote convergence of economic performance in our
economies and greater stability of exchange rates, on the lines
indicated in an annex to this Declaration. We agree to pursue closer
consultations on policies affecting exchange markets and on market
conditions. While retaining our freedom to operate independently, we
are willing to undertake coordinated intervention in exchange markets
in instances where it is agreed “that such intervention would bLe
helpful. : :



