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No doubt voung ebidren imav at ethe b 'eginning

al)sorl-) a goxl deal of ai foreign t iïgitig\lgitlittîtit,

so to speak, being awaire (i it luit so sooîi as te
begin to grapple \xith an\- kind of serious nî«e-
tion, oral or w-ritten, thie difficuitv to u-hic I hv
referred presents itself. It is very necessarv that'i
the teacher should recognise this (iith'cuitN-; and
in my experience it is heipful at the right stage te>
expiain to the pupil - it can easîlvly e (1041v i
simple language - the kxnd of effort he is <a lied
upon to make.

To conduct dialogue in the foreign language;
to reproduce oraîly a piece of narrative that bas
been read; to summarise the arguments of a piece
of reasoning that has been dealt with - these are
the exercises through which an orally taught ciass
is usually put; and they constitute very excellent
linguistic training, teaching, as thev do, readiness,
the formation and arrangement of sentences, the
proper ordering of ideas, and a due sense of stvle;
but, as they involve nothing essentiallv difTerent.
from what the pupil does in his Engli'sb lessons,
they do flot require to be specially dealt with here.

There are many other aspects of bis work
which present familiar problems to the modern
language teacher, such as the mastering of ortho-
grapby, the widening of vocabulary, or the develop-
ment of literary taste; but 1 am here mainly
concerned to show that wbile learning a living
language without learning to taik it is only a
pretence, the effort required for learning to £alk il is
far greater than mosi peo pie suppose. To master the
phonetic systemn of a foreign tongue involves a good
deal of bard muscular exertion; to achieve fluency
the pupil needs to make a volitional effort which bas
to be considerable and persistent,, and of which
hitherto sufficient account bas flot been taken.

It is of the greatest importance that the difficulty
of learning 1anguages~ should be insisted upon.
Living languages bavebeen neglected in the past,
and now that we bave to some extent become
sensible of their importance the air is full of al
sorts of suggestions that we should learn Russian
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LOCAL GEOGRAPHY.
(A p'aper by \Ii» n gwF- V. Iod. re'rfay reed beore the Klags.

Qurrni -t.onty Trachts i'nolitute. Sufx.)

The first elemient ()f succcss to secure in aiiy
scho(>l is interest. This nitust bc ohtained through
the na.tuira-l tin(e'eI<ig (f the child's powers.

Children a-re interested in the things which they
sec. and abouit w hich tlev .uiready know sornething.

Loceal (grîevShiid givc' us just such an
oJ)porttunity (Àawke i nterest; and no specia
courSe Of studv shouild lie nccded to enable us
to make use <of mir suirroundangs.

3I ETIIOI) 0F APPRoAcii.

The kev is the mietliod of approacb.
Inniuich of unr intr(xluctory work, thre children

can (1Clm Witll the things, instead of thre representa-
tives (of things.

The child has an acquaintance of much practical
geography, liefore lie enters school.

lie knows the different po-sition of buildings or
oljects near the bouse, such as the barn, weII,
road, neighl>rs ouses. These become known to
hini tbrough bis omwn activities and growing
intelligence.

These things can be made the starting points
of the geographvy lessons in school.

The schoo)l grounds, with its district surroundings
furnishes the niaterial for continuing and develop-
ing this natural iiutto<t, involving an exercise of
I)oth physical and niental powers - objects More
rernote f roux schoox.l or hoine, but always withifl
sight - as roads, bridges, cross-roads, brooks,
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