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b he bappens to be himself most proticient. This

seneradly means an education away from the commor

mdustral pursaitss and speciadized imQead of all round

feveloptner

The ~chool of aencaltare s made o \;:Hxlumvm as
irzelyoas possible the science work of the normal school,
not only durimg the term, but also during summer
vacation

There las e agratfving increase in the number

1

of traaned teachers e the provines, from 403 an the
Vear R Lhoto 00 Isun Thev, <till. however, con-

Bt 30 per cent ot the whole number.

b fact s that ahile the averase }n'l'iml of service
nes to beas low as 6} vears, 1t will be impossible
for any one mstitution to Keep oup the supply of trained
teachiers needed for all the schoaols Nor is 1t dt*\il':L}v‘h‘
that 1t shoulld A~ elsewhere, the colleges must be
called i to assist o in professional  traimng. There
would then exist that variety and interchange which

o an essential element of healthful life.

There are in the whole provinee about sixty teachers
who have taught over twenty five vears. Suppose that
twor thirds of these were willing to retire on a pension
of 200 a4 vear, the annual expenditure for them would
be only 3000 a <mall sum considering the advan-
tares that would result.  In the common schools there

wie 4 decrease of 111 pupils. in the academies an
inerease of o5~ In the academies Grade XTI (collegiate)
had <3 <tudents 31 more than in the previous year.
Of these Pictou Academy had 22, Kentville 1x, Truro

16 and Antizonish 12, The average ages of the students

vary greatly in the different academies.

A\ interesting feature of the report is a table com-
piled by the ~uperintendent, siving the chief statistical
facts relating to the Nova Scotia schools sinece 1850,

when Mr J. W, Dawson (now Sir Wm, Dawson) was

.l}v}u»l“(n‘li the first ullu-rinto-mle-m. Dr. Forrester was
:l!-[u)]“(.w] in 1=00: D Rand in 1864 Rev. A. X. Hunt

in 15700 Do Allison in 1877 and Dr. MacKay in 1591,

The table <hows a uniform and moderate increase from

vear to vear since 1860 in the number of pupils and 1n

the expenditure.
To Sir W Dawson helonags the credit of having

laid the foundation of our present system of education.

He advocated a state systen, \ul»l.urtml by taxation,
teachers and a course of

the I\mf.»\.iunnl training  of
He spraks of a * practi-

study dominated by science.
cally useful education” that will enable our }N‘le(‘ “to

combat the ditficulties and improve the advantages of
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their position.” that w . .
resourees of our provines from being neglecte
ruinousiy waste v hesdless He made
iltural chemistry a part of P ~chool
COLrS.
Mr. Da cessor in Dr. Forrester

a4 man loftv educational 1deals

He also

tal powe

developed men-
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useful <u

clarified the

mental vi }wf\plqztx!‘p OV means

of a4 thoroush training of the senses and powers of
observation.

(hie report goes on to show that in subsequent vears
our educationists fell away from the true ideal. * Pub-
lic education became more academic, pointing from
every <chool in the land through the svllabi of the
‘ teacher~” examination’ to the learned professions.

“Now it becomes necessary to retrace our steps some-
what : to develop a sentiment in favor of, and a scien-
tific interest in the industrial vocation of the many.”

For every one in the learned professions there are
twenty-five engaged in manual occupations. By neg-
lecting the study of our environment and. mainly con.
centrating our attention upon the three R's, we left
our voung pupils in ignorance of the possibilities of
their. own countiy. and inspire their unscientific
imaginations with the knowledge of other lands. No
wonder so many of them left ** the dull old farm = for
« Eldorados abroad  and fare worse.

By making the three R's the baxis of our education
we did not escape even the evils of illiteracy. In spite
of a quarter of a century of free schools. the number of
those between the ages of ten and forty who in 1391
could neither read nor write, varied from sixteen in
Colchester to one hundred and thirty in Richmond, for
every ten thousand.

In the three R's we have not the substance of know-
ledge—in two of them at least, simply the form. There
are too many teachers who can do little else than teach
the mechanical routine of these furmal subjects, and even
that not well, for their work lacks the interest inspired
by the content studies. In many of our schools, so-called
teachers are merely lesson-hearers. Memory takes the
place of reason: questioning takes the place of teaching
words are taken for thought : books for things: and
punishment or emulation as a substitute for interest.

By an unfortunate application of the specious argu-
ment. * After this, therefore, on this account,” much of
the greatness of the great men of the past has been
improperly credited to their classical culture. There

are also other reasons why the old education vields so




