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STABLES v. UNITED OAS AND FUEL CO.

Negligence-Explosion of Natural Gas in Cellar ofDwfi-
1tot.e-Escape front Underground Pipes of OsCornpaniy-
Break in Pipe--Cause of-Findings of Jitry-Liabi7ity of
Compally.

Appeal by the defendant company from the judgincnt of
Kiýu.iy, J., upon the findiiigs of the jury at the trial at ltailton,
ini favour of the plaintiff, in an action brought to recover dam-
ages for inijury to the plaintiff and his property caused by an
explosioni, ini the cellar of his dwclling-house, of natural gas
whieh had eseaped froim the underground pipes of the defcnld-
ant companiiy, in Bellevue avenue, in the eity of Hlamilton.

The appeal was heard by MEREDITH, (,.J.O., MACLAREN,
MÀoiEx, and JIODOINS, ,JJ.A.

G. Lyrneh-Staunton, K.C., and C. V. Langs, for the appAllanit
company.

W. A. Logic and T. B. MeQuesten, for the plaintiff, the re-
spondent.

F. R. Waddell, K.C., for the Corporation of the City of
Usamilton, mnade a third party.

The judgmienit of the C'ourt was delîvered byMREIH
CJO.:-. . t is not disputed by the apelan ornpa)ny

that the gas which cxploded had cscaped into therepdnts
reidence fromi thc appellant's pipes in Bellevue avenue; but
the appellant disputes liability upon the ground that the esrapev
was not dueù to any negligence upon its part.

The respondent sought to establish at the trial that tie ecp
of the gas was due te thc neglIigence of thc- appellant; and the
acts of nelgnerelied on werc . . ,-(1) neot havinig laid
the pipe f roem which thc gas eseaped bclow the f rost line; (2) net
bsaving used expansion joints to counteract the effeet of the expan-
sion. and contraction of the pipe; (3) not having laid the pipe deep

enuhto prevenit its being injured by hcavy traffic passing over
su ad (4) net havinig sufficicntly inspcted the pipes in Belle-

vueueue after the explosion which had occurred in that
stet10 days before the explosion in respect of which the re-
%pnet elaims.


