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ROUND THE TIABLE.

A1inougç the unique peî fonana el iii liteicreLn( imay hi' reck
oned that of Willian Beckfeî'd, the autioî' of I Menioiî',, (il
Extraordîinary Painiters," wheo wiote, his - oiidet'iu rniaceu

'Vathiek,'' at a suimesi ttim ;1g, a i iiV'î a di inb] e fent, of
g enius and schola'ship. heia'i sw'' la i iyO
the romances of Edgar -AI ani Poe, or' liéolle(, Caliie. Tl)(
author amnassed a iarL loi cilei'tioii of î'ur'îîs :nid bî'oughri
togethier a fine lib'ary at Foitlijil IAbbey, tIh' iesideiice \vIili
lie buit for liiseif, ani w1lidli, %wiîl ifs treasuries, Subse-
quently fel I un dci the a uctioî îeeri's î i a inii r.

Thiere is a curious îiatîîî';l plieiîoiiîeîioni in tlie li'aieoiia
range of the Whbite Alouitaîis, Neiw l{îîilr,<esc'rilîei iin
the local guide-books as Il The Profile, Fî'aîconia Notcli." It
is, ini fact, tlie features in profile (four, x ieNed froi aIl }îoînts
but oie, oîily forrnless ofs' i rock are,' apîpar'ent) of a Col-
ossal head, scu iptu î'îd by cliai ev tri u tîih e li 1igrock. Thle
Iîidian legenci coiiiect('d witli it is poetii'. Lojilo ago, says the
tradition, there dwclt ini tliis i-egiomi two pow eîfu I tribes, ex'er
at variance. The youngf eliief of the mieC lovecl aiid was lie-
loved by the heautiful daugbîe of1 ethe cacique of' theu otiier.
She tieci frini lier lioîîie to beconi e bis lîrid i. Ji at tIil e iai'riage
diCI not ht'11i to allay th li' 'iiiity of' the' :igd cliieftaiiî. After
long entreaty, the girl prevailed uîuoi lier fiusb;nd to alliiw
ber to go and strive to pacify fier ftibir anid reuui ite ins-
tile' tribus. She proinised to r'îtur'i tlii sanie daY , aid the
Young cliief sajl lie w'oulul sit upîui tlui lofty rock t lit ovi'i'
humg the v illage nid au ait lier uoiuig. But slie caille luit
back, leiing lieeî seci'etly lait to ilu'atl, aii ilit feli, aiii thei
înornm (lau ed, and lie sat sileiît u]uî>î thei crag, ilevoi' stir-
ring, hlut sufàfiîîg iii silence, tîll lus lieltit bioku, and file
Great Spirit iii 1ity cliaiîged liiîî iîîtuî stoiie. Anid tiiereý lie
sits yet, Splîiix-liki', amuid tiue quiet of tht' iniuiitajiiis.

V'ie revtilting anid fiendisli Series of Cr'imes wliicli lias lately
invested thie îiaine of \Vliei'li:pel witli an asuion ouî<f
liorroi', reninds muie ot thîe old stuiries about x anipires and
xvehr-wolves. Tbey biad doubtless soine fouiidation ini faet.
Thîcre exist Cre;ctui'es ini liuniaii shape capable of 'onirîîîtting
anyi atrocity, liowvuver îlevi]i.sh andI uusp elckable. Nobouly,
probably, bas ever iniagiiued aiîytliîg so hiorrible that sonie-
one, at sonie ton e or' ethler, lias n ot eit he cidione, tor at teî i jted
t< do.

The following pa.eîge, fi'oiii Slielley's Il )ef'eîce of Poetî'y,
is eoîîsidereul by soîiu'e crîitics the fiuest i'xauoîle of prose iii aIl]
the range of Englisli literature :

Poetry turns a il tlîiîgs to loveliness ;it exaîts tue lieîuty
of thiat wluicl is muost beautîtul, anid it adds beauty to tliat
w hidi is nost dotormeul ; it ni nsexultaction and( lîoîr? t'mgricf anid pleasure. eternity and Change ; it suhues te, unîion
under its liglit yiike ail irrecoiicilable tlinîgs. It transinut('5
ail that it touches, and every fori mioviiig witlii tlie radiaîce
oif its presence is clianige( by wondrous synipatliy to an incar-
nîation of tbe spirit wlîicb it breatlies : as secret alclieniy turils
to potable golcl the poisoîîous waters wluicu flow froni deatli
tlîrough lite; it strips the veil of familiarity trom tlic worlcl,
and lays bare the iiaked and sleeping beauty, whvlîi is the
spirit of its forms."

In the worltl et letters, just as in the world of politics, there
are extremists on hoth sides oft every important questioni.
Witli regrard to slang, we have hiotl radicals and conservatives

-those who confess to a stî'ong and frank admiration for and
a tendency to miake use in composition of the numnerous float-
ing uncrystallized words and expressionîs whii appertain to
every living specb, and flic disdaiîuful puîists Nlio decry the
inniovation of every slamigy word or phrase into the language
of literature.

Slang, however, iinay be said to he a inatural l>îocess, witlî-

out, l Iil lo;îgaî weiild exp'qi;ii ail (lid aiaic w ith the'
î'xteniiilii aîid pl*iigri'(ssi%,i illeas uof its speake1.s. Znagepo

portioli of t i lIauiguage iii coin iiiiiil ii1i ini literarîy use w as
oi Ii î o fi ]ie ia st iu; iba'cious dlu wriptie n. Titily, thle slauci

Of ta d;ux is tlie yood Eiilisli of te mormow. Aid the mai11
ulîsli, of u slatilg arises, lait front its iuintr iîieptitude, but frein

tr 1ia t a îti'ut i îjr( uîîoj oif iliailly e its words ami phrases
i itte cid 'il pi''lîîai nie. La g g'is a gi'ad oaI groti,
iîiîî 2;0 it iip a t 21 t ifi '1cia ilc'geiii it geîitei'al ly procluces
('(1 leiue :111( (eux Iatiei. Thei lailg.ige ricliest in thue

strair yg i t dic'; it e ex pression iofu t iougl i w il I be tliat wlîicli
ii'i o i'itl*(i's i'eslst; îici to iiilt ('552 ys tii lilsteli the ciatigýes,

lîjli t ilil evia ufet. Digthe o)ne le;cxes the li
gl;Lcgc iii the îeaî' of dlie itioi;l (levelopiit ; to do tile
<itlic' is tii Crccte, cs it INdee, ac iiewx speech, oc', ct ail eveuits, to
proiluce ac vide aiii uiidesir'ablî' diserc'paiicy hetxvei tfile

-As iii flic ,rowthi of a troe le2cx îs anîd branicheis ac, contili-

tiliîr stî'ac, scu iii a laiigu2igu, wo'cs and1 e'xpre'ssionîs hecoine
innidecquaîe or' iiucluleopi;t ti coiiv ' y thei ide;îs oiiiiallY
a ttc'hed te tIilei îî, gi' uow an dsiis'' ,211 lisiclilearî, tcî hi' r'
plaîeîl eitlîî'î by iiigi'lftiiigf foi'eigiî w iids, or' by the na;tiii'Il

.succession cof hitieî'to uiîci'výstallxecl foi'ius. Tliese, too, ini the
iîori'nal cui'clrof rela;c'emen'it, w ill Iwadu';cs lie sucl as peeuli;crl-Y
coiiiieiid tliunselves te the' faste, toi' tlîîiî' haippy suitaclility te
the icli'l tii hi' c'xpî''ssed, foi' tîei i c'nuicîise i'Iuîîouî' or' neti-
plior, foi' tlîîiî' sugcîve rîs î'ptîeqices. It is hest,
tîeî'efcîre, iii Iaiiguage as5 inî e em'ytliiîg else, tii let niaturie take
hîci couise, anid tiliu', ori cîi;iiic, peifîîî'n its w'iiik iunassistel.

Mr t. .Jameiis Iluîssî'l Luuxxl ti ece'itl 'v ru'xii'ued on a public,
occ;csîoîî tile last si\ty veacis uot Aiiiei;ci liteî'2ry efibort. SixtY
y<'ai' ago, w heu lui wasc. in ii-s youtlî, îlîîî'î wu'îe but t)Vo
Aiiiiricaî î wi'iti'is, Coerui andii .1li iîg wlie coulul ]lave slp-
port'd tleîselves witu thieii' peits. Nuiu thue nmnbet' of

_Anerian i-t(ý.-,wh ('rne acomipeteiic Iîy liter-cry -weik
15 va;st iuleid. Th'Iis, ti)i, clîhieugli tlic publishiing biouses dîeluge

thei Coîuntry wjtl il uîiI~ c'le2cp editioiis et ftiugii lutIiois'
The iuuîst clilc'2ctc'iistic dlix eluîpiîc't of 2111 tînit period is aL
foii of raî'y a ul porunlai' hîumour', wluicîu, slcys M r. Loxvelh, iS
tlioioughly xvielescîiîe. Ife muiliht hiave aclded, anîd wliellY

ii''u'eriiî Fo' lgei mîîia joke is alw;cys ajibe, anC1

wlcîtejoker lias exliauste'c luis iuiateiil, lie tinds newr'
sn i'c'ni iîiik in i g;t liiiiîîsel f.

A gemîiLiri' heokwori'u is perîiaps te lie avoided,-hc is aL
bltedli'ss mni:i, wvlo lias lîîst iii thec tui'iing over of fle lu'aVes
ef lus taîl folies symipatliy witli thîir;gs eter<<al. Anxd tlien,
liow useîu'ss te t[Iis quick life oif mîen "ail bis cur-jous inifomînie
tien. Yet Lalve I kiiown C---J , kiiid, slirexvd, hîonest, andc a
gru'lct i'u':der xvthal. It is as goocl ;s a placy to waiteli C- :t
c lîeok-st;cll vhien lie lia, teuiil ac bocok te luis iiîîiîc,-tle wic1Y

lu' lias of dlIuiliig, tlic selleir as te lus clîoicc until the bacmgiîîn
is stuIek the 'agi'rncss qui emiîîg iin luis voîce iii spite et lJi5

t'fl'orts to ]lave it sound iniiuîtl''i''it. Foi' C- is a truc beliex'ei
iin thue naturcl xvickeuhiuuss et ac luokdealer. Wluen lie. has
comne te ternis in the enîd, and lias possessed iuiniselt et thle
coveteul volumne, lue slips it umîclîr luis coat, whlmi lie buttmîS
triumuplianîîy. But C-'s tr'ials iii the' landimg et ilis priZe are
muet yet over. 11e must sînuggle it into luis den. Fer there
is an edictet luis hîouseuuold against more books te clutter UP
thue place, and C- is of an easy temper, and caves net te l
in thme face et autluority. Hie camînot conceal Lis impatience
at table, and at thue earliest possible moment di>'appears. NOW
is the time to watch C -. Hie en.jeys luimselt hîugely as hie
settles in thue pachded ami-chair leisurely te inspect bis P'r'
cliase. Atter a tiuuue bis imtei'est is firec], anmd bie begin' te
rend, luis zeal cquickeniiug as lue tuins the leaves, I~nrblinge
passages te liijuiscît, andi ;ct leriugth pacimîg Witlî joîug strides 11P

nddown, down and up, fairly devuiig the pageeail
thuenu apart, it uîucut, with a gidunt toretiiîger. Thue veheflience
et the man is aimiizing. l'lie' next day luis -elect friends kn'w
that lie huad been inakimg a miglît et it. For- lue shuared vt
tlin the spoils. Peace ,te, lis aîsies, for luis was a gorutte soU".
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