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mnan blinseif. These principles differ front ftie laws

of external nature in being laws of a being who lives

in ideas and is always in process. Man flot only
acts, but by bis action and in virtue of bis power ot
cornprebiension, continually inoves fromn a lower to a

higher plane. The university bias, tberefore, to

teach its students wbiat are the principles underlying
bistory in the widest sense of that term -inclnding

the history of sucieties aud states, as well as tbec bis-
tory of literature, art, religion and pbilosopbv.

Tbus it corrects tbe one-sidedness of purely natural

sciencc, bringing to life the distinctive cbaracteristics
of mîari bimself, as a being wbo is guided by reason,

who is tbe arbiter of bis own destiny, and wbo is

able to share in a ineasure tbe self-consciousness of

God. Tbe university wbicb at ail approximnates to
to tbis ideal will really educate its cbildren.

Perbaps it may be as well to explain soînewbat

more fally wbat is ineant by an edtication iii princi-

pies, as distiuguisbed fromn a inerely rutilitarian, or a

merely instrumental, culture. It inmst not be snp-
posed tbat tbe grasp) of principles consists iu faiuil-
iarity witb a few abstraét propositions. Notbing,

indeed, is more niseless. To know a principle iu any

vital seuse is te, realize tbe living spirit wbicb works
and shapes a certain circle of particulars. Eacb sub-

jeét bas tberefore its owu cbaracteristic principle. !n
science a principle is tbe fixed law of a given series
of extei ual pbteunnena; in pbilosopby it is the ulti-

mnate conception wbicb gives lneaning to ail exist-

ence ; iu art it is tbe ideal mneauiug of life, and espec-

ially of bumnan life. Take, for example, tbe subject of

literature, wbetber it is classical or modern, and

wbetber it is written in our uwn language or in tbe
language of soine foreigu people. Iu the study of al

literature, and especially of a literature whicb is not
written in one's miother tongue, tbere is uecessarily

a long and irksome preparatury process, lu wbicbi

we are merely acquiring command of tbe language

itself. But sncb a process is onlv preparatory. Tbe

obje6t of ail training lu literature is to be able to
enter loto the mind of the autbor, tu tbink bis

tbougbts, and appreciate tbe forin lu wbicb be has
clotbed tbemn. AIL great literary pmoduéts are tbe

flower of tbe best ininds of the country and age in

whicb they are produced, and until we bave got to
tbe stage at wbicb we can sec tbat notbiug else
could bave been said by a great writer but what be
did say, or that lie was expressing, and expressiug
lu the mnost artistically perfeét forrn tbe spirituial
substance of bis time,-we bave flot mnastered tbe
urîderlying principle whicb inakes bis work, iu

Wordsworth pbrase, ",inevitab)le." It is not a proper
treatmnent of a great autbor to use bimn as a reper-

tory of striking sayings whicb may be woven initu a

political speech, a paimphlet, or a sermon ; or to

dwell upon the beautv of particular pbrases, or
tbe baunting rnelody of bis verse; bis work is an
organic wbole, lu wbich every part pre-supposes
every otber part ; it is tbe visible soul of a mian wbo
is filled witb tbe ideas, feelings and aspirations
of bis age, but who lmlds tîmemi iii a pur e and
transparent medium very untike tbe tronbled mcd-
iiiii lu wbicb tbe orclinary inid lives and mnoves. Lt
is not possible really to enter into tbe spirit of a
great author-tu tbinik witLî hlmi, love witb bii,
hope witb biimu ; to, feL tbe pulse of humnanity beat-
ing full and strong iu everything hesays, yet giving a
specific borin to bis work-without a regenerative toil

whicli is its own reward. It is true tbat tbe student
mnay neyer attain tbe stage of comuplete syumipatby witb
tLîe masters of literary art ; but, if not, tbe fanît does
flot lie in tbein, butlu bimiself, or lu the ixnperfect de-
velopment of tbe suciety in wbicb be lives. And the
saine principle applies in ail cases. Tbe student of
science or pbilosopmy or tbeology in ust, like Newton
learu to "lvoyage tbrougli strange seas of tbougbt
alune," but tbe realius lie discovers are tbe realmns
of real being, not the haîf-real world of tbe senses.
Truc edLucation is tberefore nu iinere external orna-
ment ; it is a new-l)irtb, wbicbi resuits in spiritual as
well as intellectual elevation. The university, tben,
bas to keep before it, as its main end, tbe education
of its students lu the principles whicb give mceaning
to existence lu ail its foraims. It would be a lung task
to sbow bu detail how tbms ideal is lu tbe bigbiest
sense "lpractical," and, in tbe few words I bave yet
to say, 1 shahl deal only witbi its bearing ripou inan
as a citizen.

Perbaps the main defect of a yoting country like
Canada is tbe want of tborougb self -conscio usn ess.
We bave lu tbis country tbe privilege of living tnuder
a system of goverimnent in wbicb every mari is me-
cognized as a citizen. Tbat tlmis particular freedom
is the sine qua non of ail otber freedom need bardly
be said ; but it is of vital importance to observe,:that
truce freedomn dues not consist in the igbt to do wbat
une likes whicb, lu fait, is tbe ideal of tbe cbild,
tbe cbild lu years or in experience-but lu tbe privi-
lege of doing wbat une ougbt. Try to imagine for a
moment wbat would be tbe cbaracter of a commun-
lty in whicb every uman, woinan, and cbuld bad a
a vote, and every une voted for wbat lie tbougbt at
tbe time would bring mnost pleasure and comnfort to
birnsclf. Obviously, a state based upon sncb an
enipty idea of freedoni, could neyer coine into exis-
tence, or if it did, would soion relapse into complete
anarcby. Freedoin, tben, dues not consist lu doiug
what une pleases, but in tbe voluntary, and 1 inay
add, tbe joyous doing of what une uugbt. But wbat
ougbt une to do ? We onglit tu aiin at making ur-
selves and others perfect citizens, L., citizens wbo


