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TUE HAGUE CONFERENCK.

The representatives of the powers who met at Hague in conference that
will be known to history as the first important attempt to bring about the arbi-
tration of international disputes, have concluded their deliberations. They assem-
bled some months ago amid the disparaging suggestions of sceptics, the plaudits
of an indifferent multitude that vaguely pretends to desire peace, and the pray-
Q".S of certain ingenuous individuals who fancied that the millenium was
Within sight. The sitting of the conference issued in achievements that pro-

' voke a similar remarkable divergence of opinion concerning their importance.
:I:he sceptic still mocks at the futility of such artificial attempts to abolish war.
The many are glad that other conferences are to be held in the future and that
Pfllloons used in war are not to be allowed to behead New York sky-scrapers.
“1?1‘6 are others who see in the achievements of the Conference certain indi-
Catious that within another decade all friction between nations will be relieved
W the council chamber at the Hague where Mr. Andrew Carnegie has under-
taken o provide for the erection of a Palace of Peace. So  heated; in-
deed, has the controversy over the results of the conference bhecome and so
Teckless the recriminations indulged in that one may be pardoned for thinking
that human nature, for a century or two at least, will keep the Hague Confer-
e very husy. When objects of territorial aggrandisement, involving per-
1&1)'3, a barren island or an uninhabitable strip of land, are in view and when
National fecling has been aroused by alleged slander, nations become unreason-
able, They tend to lose that pacific mood that sets them conferring about the
abolition of war.
an erI: may be (,10111)@(‘1 tll(.:lvl 'lhut 111.0 H'a;-;‘uc Crt,)flrfcr.cncc marks the beginning of

of peace. It is certain, moreover, that it will not be able to change hu-
;E:notlllit.ull;:]dI?]ut)‘:f\:]]:)tfr) llheltcﬂcnc (l)ahcrf auum}u \of_‘ g}:mtcll cﬁ.icacy..' ()1;
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of difﬁ(\ d the m'l igation of the l'm{m‘nc.\s dtlcn(ll.ng.1}1&'111(111()11(11 neg_(_)tlc?tlon
§ cult questions are underestimating the possibilities of small beginnings.
reszr?aglw Conference represents a .l)u(l_\,' of o])in‘i(fn tha}‘favors less fl:equent
to war and would rejoice in its total abolition. I'he Conference, too,
1?5 to its credit a list of achievements that cannot be robbed of importance.
0:](;}’ indicate a determination to avoid wars that are due to hasty indign?tt.io‘n
elfishy purposes. They stand for a modern and humane sentiment against
:llélelil):rbarous practigcs that ha?ve 111;11‘1\*0(1‘ \\dls mn th'c plz;:%t. ~“7th zire -ﬂ;C\
o obliC:]mtS of t.he L'onfcrcnce. 1'.‘;\ declaration 'of .dll)lt.ifif,lllft 1€ Pt HICIP ¢
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ViCtua(llz)ly ’m 11cutr;.n‘1 terrifory. 4. .f\glc/cm?nt that .;L' tl?(]:]'llt't:qxnpb c:tn;;e e
cede 5 r take fuel in neutral ports. 5. ‘\.glecmeﬁ} 11(’1 _]-Obf ities mus ! p
Y 6. Declaration against the use of mines
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- 9. An agreement that one nation shall not collect a debt claimed by its

formal declaration of war.



