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-whkbh she caîls Shah Naimah, is a nietricai
chronicle of! very legendary Perîlan mon-
arches, as historically valuable as Homer's
Iliad. The author illustrates this great
work by selections lrom Mr. Atklnson's
admirable translation.

Nizanii is tlie chief, almost the only or-
navient, ol the twelftli century and second
sub-period, and bis Laili and Majnun, a
metricai romance of Arabian origin, and
of the Abelard and Heloise type, is given
ln pleasing uutlne, with Mr. Atklnson's
quotations. The next century and period
le wealthy lu the possession of Sadi,, wliose
Bustani and Gulistant or Garden of Fruits
alW Garden of Roses, are îliustrated front
the versions of Davies and Gladwyn. An-
other hundred years cunstitute the period
of the divine Haf iz, Wlio marrled Sadi's
daugliter, andi was the cuntemporary of
the terrible Timur Lenk, the Tartar. He
followed Arab models, anti was the great-
est Persian lyrlcIst. The, proliflc Jami f !ls
tlie fiftii perioti and the fifteentli century
wltiu his fame; but no naines are given tto
the eixtb and seventli, comîng down to
the present day. save that of Assar, who
wrote the romance of Melier and Muali-
tern. This romance ls tolti brIefly anti
chasteiy lu f ive cliapters, a space out of
ail proportion to the relative merits of
the wurk, whetber from the original or
not the anthor dues nlot say. Su careless
ls she o! historicai partlculars, that she
dueýs not even hMnt at the date of its
author Assar. C. R. S. Peiper wrote a
Latin commentary on his Melier andi Mueli-
tern lu 1889, anti Sir Gore Ouseley pre-

* pareti a translation ut the poemn.
A history of Persian literature tbat

inakes a mere passing allusion tu the
Bundeliesli, and dos not mention the
Dablistan; that Ignores the lainous his-
torians, Minkiiont ln thé fIteenth century.
Khioudeunr In the slxteentli, anti Ferlsh-
taht lu the seventeenth; that lias nuthing tu
say of Sadik Isfahani, the geographer 1 of
Nasir-uid in, the etjhical philosopher 0f nuin-
berless valuable. Naniahs anti Ta.rlklis, and
of the fanious ativentures of Hatimn Tai;
that, however, pieasing andi worthy' of
Comniendation, le lu nu true sèduse i t, his-
tory, even thoughl t maltés q historîcai
comi»eucenuent long beforp, the Persians be-
cause a nation. , Wat the authior lias
doue, she tuas due weù, anti lier book
will serve to famllarize peuple of culture
with the great naines, and with a few
rare flowers uf Persian poetry. ]?robabiy
that is ail] she inteuded tu do, but lt would
have been better liat site Htateti lu lier
preface the afi o! the work, a lîttle fes
pretentlously. Its perusai betrays no0
laborlous study of manuuscnipte anti minute
researchi. All that slie lias given can
be founti lu EnglIsh, Frenchi, and German
dress. A hundred dollars would cuver the
'Value uf ail the oriental book@ needeti for
produciug this volume, but a buntired dol,
larb would flot croate the autlior's pure
Ilterar> style, furnisit lier excellent taste
lu thse many sélections, nor invest lier work
wlth the ouse uf securîty arisiug from
Its wrI *ter's ac.curate histonical knowledge.
Doubtless, lu what to lier was an entirely
new fielti, elie experienced the exertions uf
those Who, late lu Eife, begin studies that
others completeti long before, and felt the
pride o! une commandlug a rare view;
not that the Wrlter knowvs otherwise than
that the author of Persian Literature ls
ais yuing and charmlng as lier book le
fresb anti pleasing to the cultivateti taste.
It Was a Persian king whio sai:

IlHamllity becomes the emîineut lu dig.
iîity."

ART NOM%&

Mr. W. A. Sherwvooti ls engageti on a
portrait ut Mr. Burns, late Presîdent uf
the Commercial Travellers' Association for
that botiy. It le a striking likeness, andi
by far the lest, portrait, lu1 an artistie
sensie, that thtis paînter lias yet uxecuteti.
in tact, lie seeuje qulte to liave seurpa8sed

Durng te, long yeare MIcligel Angelo
worketi on the sigtine Cliapel, lie sat
percheti en a Saafold o! dlzzy l4elght,
witb lN hea] turnéti upward. Ris siglit
suitereti cruelly frou this unnatural prîsi.-
t1on, anti for long yearIs affteu o lié

Coulti ouly reati or examine a drawing
Witt bis eyes raiseti towartie the elling.

An exeliange bas the following iuterest-
ing nuo.: Carl Ahrens, thte artist, ut Tur-
ronte, lias taken up bis aboule at Doon,
where lic thinks; of reniaining. He le mach
iuiproved lu liealtli and a correspondlng
increase uf vigour and tiashlu s noticeable
ln his work. fis pictures have been wiu-
niug muuc attention ut late andi a num-
ber of tiien go Io tlie World's Fair. ln
Doon, Mr. Alirens w-ili f lad a genial coin-
rade lu Mr. Humer Watson, ant inîany
picturesque spots lu tlîat vicinity from
wliich lic eau draw aspiration for bis
brusli. Mr. Ali-ens is oue of thue best story
tellers une uild wleiu tu muiet.

M*r, G. Bruieneci is again exhibiting a
smnail but choice collection o! water col-
ours at the gallenies o! J. F. Ryder, Cleve-
land. The 'L-eader" of tliat city lias the
tollowing criticin : "The luighîset prieed
picture le an English country scene, "After
thi e Rain," thopugl tliere are several Hmal-
1er unes whicli are equally beautiful, not-
abiy those showing a Welsli muor, a heati-
landi of the Lototen Islands, anti "A Moru-
Iug Scene ou the Georgian Bay." Mr.
Bruenekzh lias several briglit littie bits at
the present exhibition, but no une a fair
example ut what hoe can do.

It le nuot olten a statue is luet, epecial-
ly an eqestrian une, anti this seems to have
beeuî the case. The statue is une ut GIen-
eral PonýatowSki (the yuungeî )-whu was
made Marshai o! Franee by Napoleou I.,
and was drowneti at the battle of Lelpzic
lu 1813-anti the artist, no less famous a
one thau Thorwaltieen. Thie liad disap-
peared coimpleteiy, leaving only a mem-
ory, until iately a Russian arcliaeologist
announices IL& abidlng place luas bren founti.
It adurus the court ut a certain Count
Paskevitcli Erivansk at Homel, the cap-
ital uf the Ruslian province ot Minsk.

Thie exhibition o! Mr-. Forbes' pictures
lu tbe Manning Arcade last week was fo01-
lowed by a sale-one of blhe muoet success-
ful and satisfactury picture sales Turbnto
lias seen for some tiîue, the average price
belng very gouti in<eed. No doubt the
publie feait it miglit be the iast chance
o! gaiaing posession of a work ut Mr.
Furbes, the painter of une of! the muet suc-
cessful portraits of une o! the greatest men
o! our time, anti as this artist leaves soun
tu execute, a nuîuber of portre its lu connec-
tien wltb Cornell University, it îuay be
some years before Canadla agaîn socs eitli-
er Mr. Furbes or any ut lits pictures.

There are at present tluree vacancies
among the memnbers ut the Royal Acatiemy,
causeti by the deatus o! Mr. Vicat Cule,
o! Mi. Pettie, and the retireuWnat
of Mr. Faed. Each *of the de-
coaseti artiste le represeuteti by a

Ipicture lu the presont Acadcmy ex-hibition ; the wurk of any meunher wliu
le deati being eligible for a year alter
luis tieatli. Mr-. Burne-Jones bas resigned
bis assuciatesblp ut this bodiy, and lu a
very temperu te letter addresged to the
Council lias given lits reasons, anti ex-
presseti his friendlluess towards the Acad-
tieny. Mr. Burne-Jones le not as great
a loser by titis Incident as the Acatiemy
anti tho muet distînguisheti membors feel
this keenly.

Mr. G. A. Reilibas f in.isled hie portrait
o! Mr J. K. Macdonald, managlng direc-
toi o! tlie CunfederatIon Lifo Association.
and it, 'vas exhibiteti last Tuesday to tbe
Boardi o! Diroctors. Like ail IJr. Reid's
wurk I. le suliti. painteti wltli truth and
vigour, andi le consitiereti an excellent lke-
nese. The arrangement anti sliape uf the
picture, the greatest lengtli belng horizon-
tal, are unal, and Mr. Macdonald's pose
le ntural and characterlstlc. lu the
background the unantel andi quite a por-
tion o! the room are sliown, but are Wel
subordinateti te the principal figure. The
picture is to be baung lu the Boarti rooni
anti le Mr. Macdonalti's glft to the Board
o! Direcetors.

Iu Its "Notabîlin" the Magazine of Art
f or May bas the followiug lnterestlng Item:
"Mulnqpeur Benjamin Constant wlll proba-
bly senti tÔ the next Academy exhibition
bis newly fînîsheti portrait of Lord Duffer-
ln. 'This Workls of startllng realieni, a
rntraIt tint 'for vigour anti Ilfe-iikeütao
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ambassador le represelte1i lu bs Peer'I
robes and chains of knightliood." Tis5 re
cals a bit of gossip about one 01 our OWn
stuaunts abroad. Ladjy Diulferilu nlever
forgetful ol Canada, bas become aclulît'
ed wîth and takon a 'rreat interâ lu
Mis$ Carlyle, daugliter of Inspector cr
lYle, of Woodstock, who is studYig
Park, at present, and wvhose workha ba ee
bung in the salIon. Her portrait 0t S

pensant wonau at Our presentL exliibitiou
l'asattrcteda god (eal"f 0t1Co.

Kuline Beveridge, says the May "LIP'
pincott, at thle age of seventeefl, not On'y
lias tlie distinctiOn of being the most talk'
ed-Of-wotnan or sculpter of thue day, but <>t

lier an eniinent sculpt}r bas said thoat lu
ai tliù Oe-ftials of lier art dhe 15oe .e
d0wed ilian anay womian that ev'er ilved.

.ut' mo1st re(marka bic pieffG po
Nlich MJV6k Be~veridge lias yet <l'OCln us
Z SPrirer. . . The figure is that Ili
lypi<'ai aulîlete, modelfed frirnU tN reP
refPenlativce sprinters ; but the fa ce Is ,it
or the nigliest type o! man whli cih l
tion lias yet Produced : a face refifl' 1

tellectual, P1sedonate, (leterm:ned, ev0a
little cruel, and wltiu just at hintO 01WneaX
ness. That a girl of Mise Beeig' f
slîould be capable of conceiving Sue" au
Ideal, of grasplng and expresslng austrange forces wieh go to nakthe ofti
Ot tlie iîigher civîlization, !S oneof20
strangest tliings about this srne1fl
dOwed Young wuuian. 1 týe le

0f our portrait painters, t
whmo lias been longe8t and lo
widely kntown a2nong us, lm et

hais M.r. 9. W. L. Forster, a of
thougli lie is known ciiielly by filsP
traits, sotme o! hie other pitre a
been wel received, notabiy an pari'Y 1ý)0
ing ploughing scene, iilustratlng the '1
Englieh proverb, IlPlough deep), i

-lgad sleep," tliat was shiow"ltt
yeare ago. Aithougli Mr. Fers
iuad Paluted a great many Pa
traite before goling abroad, LS uýy
another Young artist lias, d0'
Ilke, many ainother, too, lie feit it ail couot'
eti for nlOthing ou entering tlie Htudllsrst
Paris and comiung ln toucli wit l tIsea
Ilfo there. Going first to one 01' b
Julien studios, lie was under Boj.
auger and Jule Lefebvre Wo#

lng cosinittee Of the olti salon) POîfling ranci by tlie criticisme fromn0 t-
ter ulaster, wlio)se exquisite finish anfd toi-
curi'ng lu fle*h, are seidoni equa lied.
a short visit te Englaindi wlie" reinc
lettere of introdJuction to 'severaj On Or
painters, and acting ou thie adv1cO~i1
Conneclod witli the Kensington Scld
who waî lai every way qualified to gie e
vice, Mr. Forster d,eided that Parisbj
the place for f urtlier stuudy, aitiOuiW
advaîîtages lu Englanil are great, ,0'
nlight be made gooti usc of bs, One e~ticlice xvas limite(]. Reelgbi i?1$
this tînie under Bougerenu and, Fleul1
a-nother Ilecole Julien," lie came eapO ex -
under the notice of Bougereau, 'woe fi
treine conscientiousnes s lso'mewba'b ~ycoutrast to the more dasliijng and effel~
style uf Fleury, an(l li- fonud a fil'a
well as teaclier in tlie great artist , '

bably the effect 'of Bougereaîi's StYle al-
seen lu tlie extreme delicacy and fiai5lsb
w8ys seen lu Mr. Forster- s Iwork, Or~ pe
luaps a similarity of feeling ini puPilp
teaclier drew the ue to the other,
strengtlen1ed. exîstîng traits lu th£' -P1 ý%
MIr. Forster lias luad four Portrait 1 ft
ln the salon, te execute one of WhiCli D15
miade a second visit to France af'w
four years' st/udent days; were or ,à
Forstér's endeavour is to paint th (
Bible in bis, sitter. some one lias 1 4,d
there le an angel in each of us If ItC l*
onIy be eer, and tig 18~
titis artIst 1,001w for and 9
to express. One o! get
"Twice-told Taleýs" mîiglit Well 1U~~

thlnk, oni.y ln this case th<e ýrophemY 4
painter put In his work was ofele Ow
ani pèrbaps helped tobr1ngý &bout t I
fufilment. It WhI hO a Ib, as cj~e, Plet
and posslbly to the artlst, If thOý g
deniand for Mr. Forster's portraits ý'lng to crowd out otiier work. for WO
not yet, seft wbat are hie poso»llItle.
other d,!re,,tlqns.

u


