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‘which she calls Shah Namah, is a metrical
chroujcle of very legendary Persian mon-
archs, as historically valuable as Homer’s
Iliad. The author illustrates this great
work by selections from Mr. Atkinson’s
admirable translation.

Nizami is the chief, almost the only or-
npament of the twelfth century and second
sub-period, and his Laili and Majnun, a
metrical romance of Arabian origin, and
of the Abelard and Heloise type, is given
in pleasing outline, with Mr. Atkinson’s
quotations. The next century and period
is wealthy in the possession oi Sadi,, whose
Bustan and Gulistan or Garden of Fruits
awd Garden of Roses, are illustrated from
the versions of Davies and Gladwyn. An-
other hundred years constitute the period
of the divine Hafiz, who married Sadi’s
daughter, and was the contemporary of
the terrible Timur Lenk, the Tartar. He
followed Arab models, and was the great-
est Persian lyricist. The, prolific Jami fills
the filth period and the fifteenth century
wlith his fame; but no names are given tto
the sixth and seventh, coming down to
the present day, save that of Assar, who
wrote the romance of Meher and Mush-
teri. This romance is told briefly and
chastely in five chapters, a space out of
all proportion to the relative merits of
the work, whether from the original or
not the author does not say. 8o careless
is she of historical particulars, that she
does not even hint at the date of its
guthor Agsar. C. R. 8, Peiper wrote a
Latin commentary on his Meher and Mush-
teri In 1839, and Sir Gore Ouseley pre-
pared a translation of the poem.

A history of Persian literature that
makes a mere passing allusion to the
Bundehesh, and does not mention the
Dabistan; that ignores the famous his«
torians, Mirkhond in the ilfteenth century.
Khondemir in the sixteenth, and Ierish-
tah jn the seventeenth; that has nothing to
say of Sadik Isfahani, the geographer, of
Natir-ud in, the ethical philosopher of num-
berless valuable Namahs and Tarikhs, and
of the famous adventures of Hatim "Tai;
that, however, pleasing and worthy  of
commendation, is in no true sénse-«™ his-
tory, even though it makes 2+ historical
commencement long bejora d¢he Persians be-
caome a nation.. What the author has
done, she has done well, and her book
will 'serve to familiarize people of culture
with the great names, and with a few
rare [lowers of Persian poetry. Probably
that is all she intended to do, but it would
have been better had she stated in her
preface the aim of the work, a little less
pretentjously. Its perusal betrays no
laborious study o! manuseripts and minute
research.” All that she has given can
be found in English, French, and German
dress. A hundred dollars would cover the
value of all the oriental books needed for
producing this volume, but a hundred dol-
lars would not create the author’s pure
iiterary style, furnish her excellent taste
in the many selections, nor invest her work
with the sense of security arising from
its writer’s aceurate historical knowledge.
Doubtless, In what to her was an entirely
new field, she experlenced the exertions of
those who, late in life, begin studies that
others completed long before, and felt the
pride of one commanding a rare view;
not that the writer knows otherwise than
that the author of Persian Literature Is
a8 young and charming as her book ig
fresh and pleasing to the cultivated taste.
It was a Persian king who salid :

“Humility becomes the eminent In dig-
nity.” L, e )
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Mr. W, A, Sherwood is eugaged on a
portrait of Mr. Burns, late President of
‘the Commercial Travellers’ Association for
that body. It is a striking likeness, and
by far the best portrait, in an artistic
sense, that this palnter has yet cxecuted.

In faet, he seems quite to have surpassed
himsgelt,

During' the long years Michdel Angelo
worked on the Nigtine Chapel, he sat
perched on a' meaffold of dizzy helght,
with his head turnéd upward, Hig sight
suffered eruelly from this unnatural noet.
tlon. and for long years afterwaris he
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could ouly read or examine a drawing
witk his eyes raised towards vhe celling.

An exchange has the following interest-
ing note: Carl Ahrens, the artist, of Tor-
ronto, has taken up his abode at Doon,
where he thinks of remaining. He is much
improved in health and a corresponding
increase of vigour and dash is noticeable
in his work., HHis pictures have been win-
ning much attention of late and a num-
ber of them go to the World’s Fair. In
Doon, Mr. Ahrens will find a genial com-
rade in Mr. Homer Watson, and .inany
picturesque spots In that vieinity from
which he ecan draw aspiration for his
brush. Mr. Ahrens is one of the best story
tellers one could wish to meet,

Mr. G. Bruenech is again exhibiting a
small but choice collection of water col-
ours at the galleries of J. F. Ryder, Cleve-
land. The “Leader” of that clty has the
following criticism : “The higheet priced
pleture is an English country scene, “After
the Rain,” thpugh there are several smal-
ler ones which are egually beautiful, not-
ably those showing a Welsh moor, a head-
land of the Lofoten Islands, and “A Morn-
ing Scene on the Georgian Bay.” Mr.
Bruenech has several bright little bits at
the present exhibition, but no one a fair
example of what he can do.

It is not often a statue is lost, especial-
ly an eqestrian one, and this seems to have
beeu the case. The statue is one of Gen-
eral Poniatowski (the younge:)—who wag
made Marshal of France by Napoleon 1.,
and was drowned at the battle of Leipzic
in 1818—and the artist, no less famous a
one than Thorwaldsen. This had disap-
peared completely, leaving only & mem-
ory, until lately & Russian archaeologist
announces its abiding place has been found.
It adorns the court of a certain Count
Paskevitch Erivansk at Homel, the cap-
ital of the Russlan province of Minsk.

The exhibition of Mr. Forbes’ pictures
in the Manning Areade last week was fol-
lowed by a sale—one of the most success-
ful and satisfactory picture sales Toronto
has seen for some time, the average price
being Vvery good indeed. No doubt the
public felt it might be the last chiance
of gaining possession of a work of Mr.
Forbes, the painter of one of the most suc-
cessful portraits of one of the greatest men
of our time, and as this artist leaves soon
to execute a mumber of portraits in connec-

tlon with Cornell University, it may be

some years before Canada agaln sees eith-
er Mr. Forbes or any of his pictures.
There are at present three vacancies
among the members of the Royal Academy,
caused by the deaths of Mr. Vieat Cole,

of Mr. Pettie, and the retirement
of Mr. Faed. Each - of the de-
ceased artists Is represented by a
‘picture in the present Academy ex-

hibition ; the woark of any member who
is dead being eligible for a year after
his death. "Mr. Burne-Jones has resigned
his associateship of this body, and in a
very temperate letter addressed to the
Council has given his reasons, and ex-
pressed his friendliness towards the Acad-
demy. Mr. Burne-Jones is not as great
a loser by this Incident as the Academy
and the most distinguished members feel
this keenly.

Mr. G. A. Reid has finished his portrait
of Mr J.K. Macdonald, managing diree-
tor of the Confederation Life Assoclation,
and it was exhibited last Tuesday to the
Board of Directors. ILike all Mr. Reid’s
work It is solid, painted with truth and
vigour, and is considered an excellent like-
ness. The arrangement and shape of the
picture, the greatest length being horizon-
tal, are unusual, and Mr. Macdonald’s pose
is natural and characteristic. In the
background the mantel and quite a por-
tion of the room are shown, but are well
subordinated to the principal figure. The
pleture is to be hung in the Board room
and is Mr. Macdonald’s gift to the Board
of Directors. '

In it ‘““Notabilia” the Magazine of Art
for May has the following interesting item:
“Monsfeur Benjamin Constant will proba-
bly send to6 the next Academy. exhibition
his newdy finished portrait of Lord Duffer-
ln. "This work ls of startiing reallsm, a
nortraft that for vigour and 1ife-likeness
riizht have beeu executed by Holl. The

“ed-of-woman or seulptor of the day, but

“though he is known chietly by his

-had painted g

[fulfilment. It will b6 a loss to the P;t,,

other. directions. .- -
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ambassador is represented in his bli):e:e‘ ,
robes and chains of knighthood.” T Wi
calls a bit of gossip about one of ourever
students abroad. Lady Dufferin, 3”“_
forgetful of Canada, has become acq:
ed with and taken a «<reat intered car
Miss Carlyle, daughter of Inspector %
lyle, of Woodstoek, who is studylf‘g
Paris at present, and whose work l.msol -
hung in the salon. Her portra.xt_bmod.
peasant woman at our present exhi
has attracted a good deal of notice.

Kuhne Beveridge, says the May
pincott, at the age of seventeen, 00
has the distinction of being the mo3

«Lip
t only
¢ talk

1
her an eminent sculptor has said th&:e’n.
all the essentials of her art she is mo‘tv .
dowed than any woman that ever Mo .
. . . Tie most remarkable piece of -T‘;;ar
which Mise Deveridge has yet doane !'® e -
Sprister, The figure is that O
typical athlete, modelled irom tWO ™%
resentutive sprinters ; but the face ‘B.-ma;'
of the nighest type of man which ¢V} 1o
tion has yet produced: a face reline 'S
tellectual, pagsionate, determined, €vel .~
little cruel, and with just a hint of fva'sﬁ
ness. That a girl of Miss Beveridge's
should be capable of conceiving 8uC ¢
ldeal, of grasping and expressing g
strange forces which go to make the @
of the higher civilization, is one of
strangest things abouat this strang®
dowed young woman. :

Of our portrait painters, bhemoeﬁ
who has been longest and per-
widely known among us, 18 P
haps Mr. §. W. L. Forster, .

y e

traits, some of his other pictures ort”
been well received, notably an early M%0y
lng pioughing scene, illustrating the %
English proverb, « Plough deep, Wt
sluggards sleep,” that was shown
years ago. Although Mr., FOT
great many
traits before going abroad, 88 w6y
another young artist has 99 nt
like many another, too, he felt it all C0% ¢
ed for nothing on entering the stud“”a,z .
Paris and coming in touch with tbe the
lifs there. Going first to one Ofw}—
Julien studios,

he wag under #
anger and  Julee Lefebvre (WHO
this year president of the . D&

ing committee of the old salon) Fiy
fiting much by the criticisms from the sl
ter master, whose exquisite finish an A
ouripg in flegh, are seldom equalled. pad
a short visit to England, where M€ ..
letters of introduction to severa) emi® o€
painters, and acting on (he advice hoﬂi?
connected with the Kensington sc' ad”
who was in every way qualified to B'i‘ewal
viee, Mr. Forster decided that Paris
the place for further study, althous®
advantages in England are great, 1698
might be made good use of by one wudlef
cholfee was limited. Renmewing bis 8t07%g
this time under Bougereau and. Fle jally
another ‘ ecole Julien,”” he came espece;e;e'
under the notice of Bougereau, whof® g
treme comscientiousness is somewh& ecti’e
contrast to the more dashing and eff¢rag
style of Fleury, and ho found a_Irief,e,
well ay teacher in the great artist “'g
bably the effect of Bougereaw's § 4
seen in the extreme delicacy and fini® pers
ways seen in Mr. Forster’s work, 0T
haps a similarity of feeling in pupll
teacher drew the cue to the other api
strengthened existing traits in the ill
Mr. Iorster has had four portraits
in the salom, to execute ome of whi¢
made a second visit to France Aft€T y
four years’ student days were ovel po¥
Forster's endeavour is to palnt tB€ Ly,
sible in his- sitter. Some one hﬂscoulﬂﬁ
there ie an angel In each of us if 1t whst
only be wseer, and this I8

this artlst looks for and = ~oe
to  express. Ome of Hawth e
“Twice-told Tales’” might well ﬂ!“’ﬁ ;
this iden, “The Portralts’” 1t is c8l'®y
think, only in this case the Di‘oph”yovﬂf
paiuter put In his work was one 0“ owE
and perbaps helped tg_bring about ! ol

and possibly to the artist, if the &
demand for Mr. Forster’s portraits 19
ing to erowad out other work, for we!
not yet seen what ave his possiblif

i




