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L[TERARy AND PER>SONAL GOSSIP.

Tu5 XWEEK is sineereiy grateful for the warm and
kind]Y greeti 0gs whicb it is rceivingc from representative
and POPular jolurnals the establisbed exponents of pro-
gresi,, public opinion-throughout Canada. In our
r2'P'etive sphres it is our aim and duty to exalt the tone
Of Cana,<iian tbought, to advance Canadian interests, and,
above aIl, to uphold our country's honour. In finance,

h"ltIc, iteature, in ail the varicd walks of jourtialistie
lif, e cn otonly build up our common cause, but wcari al., aid and cheer one another by that which costs

but littie, though it often accomplishes much, a kindly
Word.

poTHE prospectus of the Ovrland ifontly, for 1891,
roi5 5 an advance ail along, the line.

Ox F T. PALGRX,,vE bas j tst been re-elected to the
Oford Chair of Poetry for a second terni of five years.

ME. GRANT ALLEN is to contribute a series of scien-
tic art t ratToAt commencina with theNe

Lave beInLET GREVILLE and Mr. W. Davenport Adamshaebe1appointed joint-editors of Lile. The gentlemanls 85 the responsible manager o f the paper.

aleAN ardent tree planter is Joaquin Miller, who has
already set ont more than twenty thousand trees in the

114iityof his home, IlThe Ileigbts," near Oakland, Cal.

ree Ru Of the organ of the EngiihIl Society of
abled 5 o Russian Fireedom,' presents a cheap and avail.

"b~mans, of information on a subject wbich is arousing
thecagr iterst of all iovers of civilized freedom.

elie iMonilst for January wiil be a very attractive num-

gor-Phy eso Charles Pierce will unfold bis new philo-
otDh i "The Architecture of Theories." There wili be

ther able articles by well known writers.
1IREIAND BROTIIERs have neariy ready for publi-

cation an " Elielentary Latin Dictionary," by Charlton T.

Of Dr, "'h 1. 'T'le ork is substantially an abridgment
Lewls, larger work pubiished about a year ago.

b0 0~orJRoICo.xPANY announce as among the firat
b 0n8 O 1891 to appi'ar eariy in January :" Miss Dee

F i oe Brvant" by Pansy; Ways andi Means," by
Cae .lark, UD., andj"A Mo~dern Exodus," by

hi VICeTORIEN Siuu the French piaywright, is entering
nev2xtith Year in rol>ust and vigorous health. Heliastovë tht. iii, and attribu tes biscimmunity from diseasetd th Re that he takes eight hours' sieep every night

never bothered by bis digestion.
A TIJ. of James Russell Loweli to the University of

tf,,18lvliUs expiainimg that illness prevents him keeping
ti, ,lectu>.f. engagements, calis to mind tbst this dis-

a deîpot and dipiomat is full seventy-two years old,
allook' back and flot forward, to the hest work of his life.

ScsîsAeof Cornelilihas had in mind for
et1Inse the publication of a phiiosophical magazine, to

t
flawerca what Mmnd is in England. The trustees

'e vOted a subsidy for the carrying out of this plan, and

Qq der3 1r the Philosophical Review will be published
r editorship~ of Professor Scburman.
CA10  GIIÛS Dr. MVary Jacobi, Dr. Osier (phy-
in 0hief of Johins Hopkins Hlospital), Miss Thomas

QrOf lryn Mawr), anti Dr. Folsom, of Boston, al0part in a nîost interestincy series of Open Letters to
t~ fi be in the Februaryn Century, on the opening of

0 iokns eia School to women.
eleve.r YWish to express our pleasure witb that bright and

te on pp Wives and Daughters, conducted by
redit to onand Miss Etbelwyn Xeterald. It

.iterary aadian journalism, and if purity of tone,
tr Celec and general interest counit for anything

iil ba-and we tbink tbey do- Wives and Daughiers
exe~ a long, useful, and, may we add, profitable

It t aOvlitf els played out, ail be bas to do, accord-
R08 -ontemn Orary., is to buy a plot. There are per-

4 alI't ""gIlgifted with no facuity of writing wlio for a
%id arecprepared to contrive you ail the involutions

Vii~~ tiOn8 of a story, with a full complement of beroes,
lt~ te. loverH, heavy fathers, scbeming mothers, and al

%l4 f t." They are mucb ton, modest, however, to
Pos Ttêe as collaborators.

Ni, AIle ore,e for January, Dr. Austin Flint, of
éd.i. or,wilP'blish an article on "lThe Revolution in

cr. k "Dr Flint explains the metbod flot only of
arîy 8b treatment for consumption, but the probable
t Ottensron If a similar system of treatment to most of
t ria, tIrhid aetb at are caused by bacilli, sucb as diph-

ItPOi fever, and measies. This is perhaps the
d eosrhnsive and philosophicai explanation that lias

t de for lay readers of the practical applications ofrsî5 Of bacterioîogy.
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IWADINGS FR0 M CURRENT LITERA TUBE.

SUNSET Bv THSE SEA.

ALONG the ocean's distant line
A fringe of snowy lace extends;

The calm blue billows have a sîg-n
0f farevell as the sun descends.

Long tongues of water lap the sand4-
Decked in gay pebbly filligree

And o'er the vernal meadow lands,
Tbe wind brings twiliglst frovi tihe sea.

The 'golden glimmer ini the sky
Is mirrored in the waves beiow

And many a richiy gleaming dye
la folded in their ebb and flow.

The iseavy clouds scud o'er the vault,
As if the blusbing sun to bide ;

Whiie lagging vapours slyly hait,
Then journey downward toward the tide.

And nearei' to the noisy shoals
The spunsy surges madly leap

Flanked by the stronger wave that rolla
Behind, from tbe far sounding deep.

The pungent, salty breezes stray
Along the silent, darkling beach

And soon the glory of the day
Nigbt puts beyond ail mortal reacli.

-Leon Ifead, in the Saturday Review.

FASTING.

IN connection witb Professor Moleschott of Ronip,
Professor Luciani, of Florence, mnade a careful study of the

Hunger Virtuoso," Signor Succi, during bis tbirty-daya'
fast some two years ago. The rests of their work are
published in a monograph entitled "lFasting : Studies, and
Experiments upon Man," printed in Italian and Germ ian.
According to the 2ifedical Record, Signor Succi, when not
starved, is a man of strong muscular frame, with littie
subcutaneous fat, and weighing about one bundred ani
forty-seven pounds. Dnring bis tbirty-days' fast in ltaiy
he lest 6,161 grams, or about thirteen pounds. I)tring
lis first tbirty days of fasting bere lie bas lest considerably
more. He drank at th)at time an average of 577.5 grains
of water daily, wbich is about tbe amount bc takes now.
Luciani states tbat hocliad Ilfirm muscles, a good deposit
of subentaneous fat, a very slow tissue-change, and, above
ail, an extraordinary force of will." T[he Italian professor
seems to tbink tliat by voluntary exertion Succi is able to
slow down the metabolic processes, just as some peculiarly
endowed persons can slow down tiselieart. It is upon
this intresting point that Luciani particularly dweils;
and be finds in Signer Succi a proof of the regulating
influence of the nervous system over the functions of beat-
production, respiration, hepatic action, etc. ~Science.

UNITND STATES' civic GOVERNMENT.

WITrîOU' the siightest exaggeration we may assert
that, witli very few exceptions, tho city gevernuients of
the United States are the worst in Christendom-the
most expensive, tise nost ineffioient, and the moat corropt.
Among our greater municipalities, we naturaliy look
first at New York and Philadeiphia. Both are adinirabiy
situated ; eacb stands on rising ground witb water on
both sides; ecd is happy in position, in climate, in alI
tbe advantages to be desired by a great metropolis. In
each, what is done by individuals is gcnerally weil and
sometimes splendidly done;, and in each, wbat is donc
by the corporate authorities in matters the moat essential
to a proper city government is either wretchedly done
or bf t utterly undone. Everywbere are wretchied
wharves, foui docks, inadequate streeta, and ineffllient
systems of sewerage, paving, and lightiu)g. Pavements
wbicb were fairly good at the beginaing bave been taken
up and replaced witb utter carelessness, and bave beesi
prematureiy worn out or ruined. Obstacles of ail sorts
are allowed; tangled networks of wires frequentiy exist
in sucb masses overhead as to prevent access to buildings
in case of fire, and alînost to cut off the rays of tlie sur,.
Here and tbere corporations or private persons have
been allowed to uBe tihe streets in sncb a manner as to
ruin themn for tbe general public. In wet weather many
of the most important thorougbfares are covered with
reeking mud ; in dry weatber this mud, reduced to an
impalpable dust, containing the germ8 of almost every
disease, is blown into the bouses and into the nostrils
of the citizens. But this is not the worst feature ; the
city balls of tiese larger towns are the acknowiedged
centres of the vilest corruption-A nds-ew D. 11Vhite, in
December Forum.

HAPPY ACCIDENTS.

THE shot tower of modern times is said to bave heen
the accidental result of a curions dream. A abot maker
named Watts lived in Bristol, England. H1e plied bis
trade in tbe usual way, taking great bars of lead, pound-
ing them into sheets of the necessary tbickness, then cut-
ting tbe sheets into smail ebes, wlich be rolled in a ittie
barrel until the corners were worn off by constant friction.

Si

One nigblt lie dresssued that he had been at a îcerry-
making, and that the revellers were aIl trying lt iîd their
way bonie, when it began to ram abhot; beautiful globules,
polisbed and sining, felI at iîis f-et. Next moxrruîîg
remiensbering bis dream, lie wondered wlîat wouid isaîpen
if miolten lead were thrown down frons a great iseiglit.
At length hli carried a ladle full of tise hot mietal to tise
steeple of St. Mary 1{edolyfle, andi duopped it inito the
nioat below. Otn de.-teeîding, ise found at tise bot tomn of
tise shallow pool handfuis of perfuct shot, superier to aniy
hoe lad ever isanufactureul. Ils fortune xvas madle fromi
that msoment lie' had conceived the idea of a shot tower.
Argand inve îsted the ianip whichs bears lus naine by long
processes of tiseught, bsut the chimn-y whiclî perfected
bis invention wvas tIse resuit of chance. One day lie was
busy in bis woî-kroom before the burning lamp. Rlis
littie brother was anuing( himnself by placing a bottoin-
leas oil-flask over ditlerent articles. Suddeîsiy lîe placed
it on tise faine of the lansp, wlsicls iînundiately shot up
tise long, circular neck cf tise flask witlsh increased
brilliancy. Argand took tIse bint, and thse miodern lansp-
cbimney was the resuit. The art of lithographîng was
perfected tlirough accidental suggestions. A poor issuscian
was anxtous to know wbether msusc eould be etched upon
atone as weil as upon copper. After preparing a slab bis
usother asked lim to miake a ssenisoraiiduns of sonie cbothes
to be wasbed. Haviîsg nei ther pen nor paper cossvenieist,
hoe wrote the liat on the stone witb ais etching prî'paratioii,
intending to miake a copy at bis leisure. Wisen about te
clean off tiese tone lie wondered what etlect aqua fortis
would have upon it. The application of the acid msade
the writing stand out in relief. Inking the atone, he
found hoe could take a perfect impression.

TIHE DIAMOINt).

'fîsîe diamond lias been 4o long regarded as a isatural
crystallisse foutu of carboîs tiat oise reienibera witb sur-
prise that this assumiption r-ests on sucb lender scientific
support as the ,iîiiilarity of atoîssie weight, aînd the pro-
perty of its gascons comnbustionî product to cause a pe
cipitate in baryta or lime water. As it appeared not
incompatible with tisis knowledge tbat tise dianîond asnd
carboisn igbht beas tise sanise relation to eachi other as
nickel and cobalt, Professer Victor Meyer lias suggested
tihe further investigation of tise snhject. In <rter to,
obtajîs a derivative wîsose preparation entaihtd nose bas of
niaterial and yet adînitteti of easy deteriuination of its
physical c-onstants, Hlerr Krauuse lic1 tie piresiuuc cf coini-
bustion in oxygoîs gag over rediset copper oxidît and tls"i
ite ammonia water, froin wlsicli solution lie made the(
neutral sodium saIt. This saît was fouîsd toeuorrespond to
the cbcîsicaily pus-e carbonsate in its crystaline foutus, water
of crystallisation, solubility in water, uueltiusg point, and
electrical conductive power, so that there unis remsain no0
doubt as to the identity of the two substances. -- Scie nti/ic
Amserican.

'iRILJMPiAN'I SONG.

SonwiîEREiin the forties (Griai and feiy Lind were
sînging in difre rent places in Liondonî. 'Ihose wlîo wtnt
into ectacies over Gisis 'Norma " were the nîext eveîiing
eni-aptnred witb Lind'4 Casta Diva." Great was tise
rivairy lsetween tisenu. Finally, tise (ueen, deeîmîiig it a
sîsame that such gifted womien should lue stparated iuy a
inean, uiswortby.jealousy, requested both to appear iii a
court concert. 0f course, tlsey both camse. Thte Queeni
warmnly webcoined tbemi togethser for the firat tilce. She
gave the signal for tise concert to begin. Jenny Lindti va
tbe younger, and it was arranged that she shouîd siaig irst.
Witb perfect confidence iiilber powers she stepped forwvard
to begin. Chancing to glance at Grisi, sbe saw the southuerus
woman's malignant gaze fixed on bier, 'The fierce bock
alniost paralysed bier. 11cr courage left lber, bier voie
trembied, everything grew black before hier and se alinett
feul. By the greateat exertion of bier wili, bowever, ahe
asanagedtet finiish lier aria. A painful silence folcwed its
coîsclosieîî a silence that Lold bier cf failure. Sistt aîsglt
a trinmphaîît expression on Grisi's face. Dos4pite lier
dazed' condition, aiîe quickly realized tîsat failure usealit
lest glery, disappoiiited hope, tihe destruction cf itappinesa,
grief and mortification to bier fainily ansd lier friends,
Suddeiîly a soft voice, that seemed to comne frons heaven,
wlispered to bier, IlSing one of yoîsr old songa is your
native language." She caught at the thouglît like an
inspiration. Tise accompaniat was striking bis final choids.
Sho stepp'-d up to bim, asked hini to risc, ami took the
vacant seat. Sot tly bier fingers wandered over the keys
in a loving prelude, thon aie sang. [t was a littie prayer
which she had loved as a child; it belonged te bier motlser's

reprtoy.She had ntsung it for years. As se sang~
sbe was no longer in the presence of royalty, but sunging
to loving friends in bier fatherland. No one present
understood one word of the Ilprayer." Gradily the aong
dicd away and ended in a soft sob. Agii thr was a
silence-the silence of admiring wonder. Theu audience
sat spellbound. Jennv Lind lifted at last hu'r .weet bIne
eyes to look into the acornful face tîsat bad se diîiconcerted
ber at first. Tiiere was no ierce express,ýiotinonw; instead
a teardrop glistened on the long black lasîses. After a
moment, with the impulsiveness cf a cbild of the tropic8,
Grisi crossed to Jenny Lind's aide, placed lier ari about
bier, and kissed ber warmly, uttî'riy regardlesa of the
admiring audiensce.


