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in appearance seerus to be one of tlie gravcst and roost perplexing that can,

be laid upon official sionîders. The last gun in defence of British dominion

o11 tîjis Continent, it bas been said, will be fired by a Frenchinan, and tlie last

person presented at the Britisli Court will, perhaps, be a citizen of tlie

American Republic. Mr. Bayard is not ]ikely to be wantîng in personal

iiiagnanirnity, and lie wiii most likcly allay tlie storm whici begins to

agitate tlie tea-cup by sending directions that the presentation sball take

place.

Mit. SnAw LFFEvpE'S paper iii the Nineteentht Century, on "lThe Liberal

Split," is a curions embodirnent of the true Machinist spirit. Its autioris tbe

îuost respectable of Radical politicians, yet, in discnssing tic conduct of

inen stmuggiing for the integrity of the nation, it does not seeni to occur

to lus mind that they can have been, or ouglit to have been, swayed by a

parainount sense of duty to tie country. Hie tliinks of notiing but the

Iiberal Machine, which, if it can only be preserved froru tic disturbing

influences of conscience and niental independence, wîll put bis party into

power and keep the Tories out. Hie regards with perfect complacency tlie

action of the local caucuses in Il bringing dissentient Liherals back to tic

foid," tiat is forcing tiin to vote against ticir consciences on a question

iîivolving îiot only tic miost important interests, but the very life of tic

nation. What shocks hini is that tic Conservatives sliould have so far

forgotten tic mules of political poker as to promise their support to Liberal

Unionists in resisting tic dictation of tie Liberal cancus. IlTic Liberal

Party conld not have returned to power at tic beginning of 1886 witiont

tic support of tie Irish Party. If an agreement bad net been corne to

witb Mm. Parnell, a Liberal Government could not bave been formed

tic Tories wonld have reîuained in office, and wonld bave proceeded witlî

their policy of coercion." Tic words about tic Tory policy are surpînsage or

a inere phrase of conventional disparagement :thc rest of tie passage

gives tic cancus justification for a compîcte change of front on tie Irish

question, and an agreemnent witli an Irisi leader wlîose objeets liad beeîî

pronouuced those of a traiter and a marauder, but wio coînmanded tic

required nuniber of votes. Tie alliance was inmmoral and unpatriotic, but

it was nccessary in order to toril tic Tories out and get tiîeir places. This

is plain, bnsiness-like, and, in ourjudgment, less injurions to public morality

tian tic fabrication of Il histories of ideas," which not only violate trutiî,

but legitimize dissimulation. Only, Mr. Shîaw Lefevre can bardly be

allowcd, at once, to maintain, on behaîf of lus Party, that the change was

miade necessary by lack of votes, and, on behaif of lis leader, that there was

no change at aIl. Mr. Lefevre evidently feels confident that tic Machine

will crnsh out of existence Liberal Unionism, wlîiclî, as it is based upon

nothing but conviction, lie niaturally regards as a iiost offensive anomaly

in nature. Wc only wisli we conld persuade ourselves tlîat his calculations

were unfounded, and tliat tlie one body of public men on whicli experience

bias siown tiat tic nation can rely for self-sacrificing patriotisim was not

in serious danger of elirnination. When bye elections come on, it will lie

scen, we fcar,-indeed it bas been seen already in tic case of tic election

for King's Lynn,-tliat between tic two Machines no Libemal Unioniu't can

ever lic elccted. Tic Conservatives will gradge tic sacrifice of a seat, and tic

Radicals who have possession of tie caucus hate an Independent more

tian a Tory. As soon as tus hecomes apparent Lord llartington's following

muust inevitably lie weakenled, and lie wîll not find it easy to iold together,

even within tic Huse, a body of men wio arc to lic cntirely cxcludcd

f romn the hope of office and to bave little prospect of me-lection. Hie

ongit to have recogniscd tic verdict of tic election, taking the band whici

Lord Salisbnry in perfect good faiti ield ont to him, and given tic nation

un its hour of peril a strong Govemnmeiît, of whicli, wietbem ostensibly its

Iuead or not, lie wonld have licen tic inost powerfnl member. As it is,

ail party relations must remain nnsettled so long as Mr. Gladstone remnains

at tic licad of tic Radicals. That lic siali not rcturn to power is tic

fixed determination of a biody of men strong enongli to bar tie way, and

wlio will not allow themscîves to bc lnred liy any hait into a Radical trap

of any kind.- Nobody eau now foresce what will liappen wlien lic goes.

A reunion of tic Hiartingtonians witli Mr. Laboncicre and the extreme

Radicals seems ont of tic question. But tic assumption upon wiicli Mr.

Shiaw Lefevre bnilds, tiat ail tic Gladstonians are sincere Scparatists, is,

we have said before, unfounded. Not a few of thcm wouid be only too

glad to follow 'Lord Hartington or Mr. Chiamberlain if tic screw of tic

cancus were removed.

THE sinister passage of Mr. Gladatone's pamphlet in whicli lie tireatens

to punisi England for lier rebellion against him by stirring up Home

Rule movements in Scotland and Wales as well as in Ireiand lias been

followcd up by a letter to one of lis Wclsh partisans announcing tic

approacb in Wales of Ila iiew political developruent." Wales is not an

Ireland. She is not separated fromn Great Britain by the streak of sea

which seerus so insurmountable a guif of national division to Home Rulers,

wvho at the saine time propose to unite Crete to Gý'reece; and her mnountains,

which once barred the mardi of the Norman cavalry, are no boundaries

now. Yet there are in lier seeds of mîischief which, if Mr. Gladstone

ives, may by his fostering hand be ruade to spring up and bear fruit.

Uhere is a religious division, a division of race, and in some districts a

division of language between the gentry and the mass of the people. An

anti-tithe nmovement is already on foot, an anti-rent movement is apparently

commencing. The Irish agitators wiii, of course, do their best to kindie

disaffection in Wales, and the Principality, witliout actually attempting to

break out of the Union, may be brouglit into sucb a state that government

will be very difficuit. Among other things, recruiting for tie army miglit

be arrested. And this is at a time when, between thc Egyptian complica-

tien and the Bulgarian question, the country, largely froru tie effects of

Mr. Gladstone's own policy, is in great difficulty and peril. It is barely

possible to believe that a politician may be conscientiofis in flinging hiruseif

suddeniy into the arrus of mien whom lie has just been describing as

marciing througli rapine to tlie dismemberment of tlie Empire. It is

surely impossible to believe that he is conscientious in behaving as Mr.

Gladstone is now beiaving to lis country, except upon tlie supposition that

the idea of duty to lis country hias neyer found entrance into his mind.

WiE aliiost despair of socing tlie Irisli Question understood or fairiy

treated by Americans, wben we find. a journal of so iîigh a class as the

Chicago Current believing that the Irisli have to cross tlie watcr in order

to obtain a voice in tlie making of tlie laws by 'vhicli tliey are govern<d.

Ever since the Union, Ireland lias enjoyed lier full siîare of representation,

and lier people bave had as muci of a voice in the niaking of their own

laws as thc people of any other part of tlie United Kingdom. If lier repre-

sentatives choose to filibuster and obstruet instead of iegislating, whose

fanît is tiat ? The Scotch members lay their heads together on ail Scotch

questions, and Parliament almost invariably dues what tlîey advise. There

is nothing, wliatever to prevent the representatives of Ireland froin doiîîg

likewise." The law is the saine for England and Ireland, and is administered

in Ireland by Irish judges and juries. The inunicipalities in Ireland, as weii

as in England, are elective, and are being freely filcd with Nationalists

at this mioment ;and, if tie counties are governcd by non-elective boards,

so are tliose in Engiand, and Parlianient in botli cases was preparing to

introduce the elective systemn wlien this rebellion broke out. There is no

inequality of ainy kind between Irislîîen and other citizens of the Unitgd

Kingdom. The Irish have thc full run of tlie Empire, witli ail its honours

sud emoluments ; and Irishmcn are now actually occnpying higli posts in

every departuient of tlie JInperial service. The sole political grievance is

the Union; just as the Union was tlie sole political grievance in the case

of the seceding South. ___

TuE tidings that a body of tenants on an Irish estate have pnrcliased

tlieir holdings under the Asbbournc Act promises better tlian anytliing

we have yet licard for a peacef ni settlement of tlie Irish probîcru. Tie

real question, it cannot be too often repeated, so far as tlie masses of the

people are conccrned, is nlot political but agrarian. The politicians,

especiaily the politicians at Chicago, want a Parliament and Governrnent

of ticir own in College GLreen, with ail the offices, patronage, and politîcal

plunder ticreto, annexed, and with unliînited power of taxation. But

wliat the people, except the populace of two or three cities, want is nlot a

Parliament in College Green, but a fixed tenure of their land. The poli-

ticians, we1l aware of this, liave always striven to prevenit a settiement of

tic land question, which they know would shut off the steani froru tie

engine of political agitation. They have done tîjeir utmost, and hitlicrto

witli fatal success, to prevent the people froin taking advantage of the

Asibourne Act. The land law in Ireland, like ail other parts of the law,

lias been tie saine iii Ireland as in England, but its practical operation lias

heen worse iii Ireland than in England, because it lias led to more

absenteeisnî. Long ago Mr. Gladstone ought to have dorie what lie lias not

done even niow; lie ought ti> have aboiislied primogeniture and entai!, and

to liave swept away tic cumbrous and costly systeru of conveyance. The

relation between landiord and tenant lias now unquestîonably become in

Ireland very fulIl of bitterness, and very diffleuit to maintain. Legisiation

regulating rents like Mr. Gladstone's Land Act is sure to be a failuire,

because the legisiator cannot forcsec the fluctuations iii the price of produce

whîcli are always altering the value of land. To facilitaUtlich purchase of

tlie land by the tenant is the only hopef ul course ; and wien this las been

done with cffect, tic political agitation wilI be deprived of fuel, and


