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CURRENT
COMMENT

Of our contemporaries |
only one, the Tribune, 100k any not-
ice of the blessing of the new  Ruthe
nian Catholic church on Sunday, Jan.
15, and the
which had ignored this
cant event in

three  daily

vet morning  papers,
most signiti- .
which fiiteen  hundred
people took part, devoted each half a
column or more 1o the blessing of the
Red River on Jan. 19 by that eccle-
siastical mountebank, Bishop Serafim,
of the Greek
following  on

Orthodox church, whose
that put
down by both papers, with suspicious
accuracy of

oceasion s
agreement, at uearly or
doubtless
The fact

which
really means fifty at most.

about two hundred,

that  Serafim  has been oflidally  re-,
pudiated and declared, by the Rus-
sian government, never to have  been
consecrated a bishop, and that the
gang of disreputable illiterates whom
he attempted to ordain here have
publicly rebelled against him and de-

nounced him, has no weight with our
contemporaries. They hoom him
because . he is not a Catholie,
they ignore one of the most striking '
manifestations of Catholic
witnessed in the west,

Just
while |

unity ever

So has it ever been with the
ers to Protestant
Whoever secedes the centre of
unity by heresy or schism is sure to:
be praised even for those very things
that are blamed in Catholies. The de--
Russian or Orthodox
but the picus

cater-
public  opinion.

from

votion of Greek

to icons 1= admirable,

use of these same icons (pictures) by

Catholics ix superstiion or idolatry.:

Cassocks  and  ilowing  robes may

goem offonsinate in a Cathalb pricst or
bishop; they are full of majesty when
schismatic

worn by a clergyman.

Catholic blessings  of water are ridi-
culed; but any
may bless the waters of a whole riv-
er and exhort his followers to dip up:
and liquid just where |
it is most
all this is highly commended;
devout heliever of the

creed,” we are told (Free Press,
20,) “filled some receptacle with the
holy water to take home and prpservoi
till the same season next year. Shonld!

Orthodox  charlatan

|

preserve this
polluted by sewage, and

“every
orthodox

;
Jan. |
i

moent-

illness visit the home or some
her of the household lie, the louse!
or body would be sprinklad w-th the|
carefully guarded water.” It w.oild)
indeed he strange if disease did not
visit the homes in  which TRed River|
water, the foot of Saliirk
avenue, typhoid  and  other,
germs must be plentiful, is “carefully
corked hottles:

iaken at

where
cuarded” in  loosely
for a whole vear.

volume of the biography
Veuillot by brother !

The third

of Louls his

Eugene, comprising the vears from .
1855 to 1569, hesides being  one of

the most interesting books ever writ-|
ten, deals with the period when \'mlil-;
lot’s power as a writer was greatest.
Experts in French literature will un-
derstand whai this impliex when they
are reminded that Jules lemaitre,’
one of the greatest living crities and |

one who does not profess beliefl in
Catholie doctrine, could
yvears ago: Ol do not ‘
count him among the half dozen very,
great prose writers of this  century |
(the nineteenth).”  And anill(;t's:
reputation growé every day. Quite;
lately the Abbe Deliour asserted that‘
he was undoubtedly the greatest mas-

ter of Trench style in the nineteenth ;

. |
write twelve;

hesitate to!

century. Unfortunately Veuillot is too,

persistently Catholic in all that he‘
model i,

writes to be chosen as a ‘
non-Catholic schools and  colleges, |
which are thus, as in, the case of

debharred from
cleverest in

Newman and others.

all  that is loftiest and
literature. This third volume fairly
sparkles with gems of thought. Tt is'
a pity that French hook-makers do
not take kindly to the alphabetical
index, for Veuillot is, of all wmm,
pre-eminently the one whose works
would need that indispensable adjunct
to any book worth reading. True, the
undertaking, if applied, as it ought

tof  Catholic erities,

"some realism,

however

thiography—made M. Renan
fieet  of

"“thinker”

'

j
“to he, to all his works together,
would be a gigantic one, since  they |
already fill fifty volumes and fifty

more  could he filled with selections
from his editorials during forty vears
journalism;  but the

paid for,

ol unparalleled ‘
lahor would he valued and
increasing  number of

want

by the his ad-:

mirers  who always to know

what  he thought on o thousand and
one live questions. In the very latest
number  of  the  “UEtudes”  Clan. 3y

Father Lonchave, admittedly the best

whose work on

the Literature of the 17th Contury
has  been crowned by the  Academy,’
savs that, “irom 1850 onwards, 1..°

Venillot  is the first of  French prose
Jeuve the Sceond.”

French or

writers and Sainte
No

other language, past or present,

ather writer in any
has
ever handled <o many  vital questions
with such sincerity and, on the whole,
=o much truth, with such vigor of style
of wit, =such crushing :

such  pungency

satire.  such captivating and  whole-,

so much deep  tender-
vision,
with

ness and lofty and

and
precision  of language and ]
devotion to Catholic ideals |

1
i
i

poetic !
always everywhere such |
faultless

siuch utter
that Cousin once said of him: “What-‘

against Veuillot, |

i

ever may be alleced

he alwavs has on his side the Pope

and the grammar.” !
.

Take for instance these two  pas-|

: . .

~sages on  Revan, the truth of which

subsequent yvears have
Louis Veuil,ot, 1in

amply |
1362,

skilled iy

forty
confirmed.
‘‘aman

described him as

getting others to sound in his honor:
the cymbals and trumpets of renown.

But no balloon,

noise is only noise;

tightly it may be inflated,

ever assumes the  consistency of mar-

‘ble. There is affected pathos and over-:

niceness in M. Renan, there is stucco
in his style as in his erndition. If his
horrible, people

doctrines  were not

“would hiss his pretty style, as foreign

to the gravity of science as his
science itself is foreign to the majesty
of truth.”

Eight years before that, in 1854,
Louis Veuillot—we translate from the
the sub-
a character sketch in  the
“Univers” which was much talked of.
It was a propos of certain articles
swould-be-philosopher””
on saints and sanctity. Louis Veuil-
lot explained to him that, having
hastily passed from the Seminary to
freethonght, the state of his mind
was incompatible with a proper treat-
ment of such a question.

of this young

Iiven at that early date Renan
aimed at preciosity and open-minded-
strove to judge the Church
high, without anger, without
a disinterested teacher who
no illwill, although he had
betraved her. With almost a friendly
tone, as it yielding to evidence, he re-
v with having lost the
sense of holiness.  To the saints of
vore, who were men of mark had sue-
. the fact with re-
gaints; unfortu-

ness. He
from on
hias, as
bore her

her

proached

ceeded—he recorded
gret—narrow-minded

“ately, there would never be any oth-

modern times not admitting of
that higher sunctity which represented
the “‘ideal and divine aspect of human

ers,

nature.”’

Lonis Veuillot called attention to
this proposition with ironical dis-
dain: then, discussing it. he slashed

it vigorously. Having broadly defined
sanctity as ‘that invention of Divine
mercy which lavishes upon men all
the means of gaining heaven,” he pas-
sed judgment on the writer and the
who declared it to be dead.
Without denying that the ex-semina-
rian had some literary worth, he
twitted him with attitudinizing as a
gloomy exquisite, with his affectation,
with his extreme research of elegance,
“J point out this defect,” he added,
“in order to stop ,if possible, the
swelling tide of Gongorism which is
invading the younger members of the
university, and which threatens to
make us regret the barely grammati-
cal dryness of its emeriti. T have little
hope, nevertheless, that M. Renan will
succeed In correcting his taste, be-

does not
Cof unbelief:
"whale

snarp diplomacy
his

protest,”

“the car,

s bour,

canse the root of that wretched taste,

is in the wretched state of his mind.”
Renan profited somewhat by this ad-
vice. {f he did not give up “‘his man-

ner,” he corrected it enough  for
Fouis Veuillot to acknowledge later
o that he had “‘a pretty style.”  As

he justified
“M. Renan
declaration

what his

to the state of his mind,
this forecast of his eritie:
a formal
but that iIs
intimates, and I con-
on despising that
with which men of
to appear

make

article
cratulate  him
schocl  often strive
Christian still,  when they are so no
Should T be mistaken, he will
Renan did not protest.

tonger.

Th Winnipeg Street Railway are

vinning o splendid new ear, number

“154. on the Broadway-St. John's route.

Tt hes o cneoking and luggage compart-

ment ur one end.  The seats, two on

Ceuch side of o narrow adsle, are set across

which is geared for forty miles

e evening, between six and
seven, last week, there was the usual
erish: wll seats filled, and the aisle
tmnmed with men and women standing
up. the vestibule crowded. By
the way, this arrangement of cross
seate, though more comfortable forlong
irips. as hetween Minneapolis and St.
Paui, or Duluth and Superior, is very

€energ

“awhward in the eity where frequent stop-

pages muke the freqeunt exits from the
seat the windows a regular
tussle thrangh the overcrowded car, and
fead 1o« continual struggle of conflict-
Two Lnglishinen,

nearest

ing snhatomies.

twedged inoto the fur corner of the ves-

tibule discussing the situation.
“This sort of thing would not be toler-
ated ot home, “said one. “ No, indeed,”’
replied the ather, “ when people pay for

Aere

st

Tl corgranse seovies couch ears for

all pussengers” There aze enough peo-
ple herc to fill two enrs.” Then a

Fronchman, who bhad lived in Paris, but !
volunteered |

spoke  excellent  English,
the information that a Parisian tram
conductor would be fined fifty francs
if he took one passenger more than the
seats could accommodate. This led to
a discusion as to why the peoplein this
country and in the States submitted so
tamely to the overcrowding of cars.
The consensus of opinion among the
three was that Canadians were not
trained to stand up for their rights, and
that, even if laws were passed securing
the comfort of travellers, these laws
would not be enforced, because the
people were too careless and indifferent.
It seems to us that there is another
obvious answer to this question. We
Canadiany are accustomed to rough it.
We had rather take things easily than
grumble over them. Besides, when we
are in a hurry, as we generaly are, we
prefer any amount of good-humored
jostling to waiting, were it only two
minutes, for another ecar, especially
when the 15 below zero north wind
cuts like a knife. In fact, we rather
enjoy being overcrowded. It is such
a warm contrast to the bleak, lonely
prairie drives of the olden time.

Last Sunday’s first news of the se-
verity with which the St. Petersburg
strikers were punished was very alarm-
ing. Nothing less than a second French
Revolution was anticipated. Coming,
as this news did, through Inglish chan-
nels, it lost none of its fictitious bulk
on the way, first, because of the long
standing enmity between England and
Russia, and secondly, beeause it is an
axiom of the English speaking world
that popular government is the only
right form of government, an axiom,
which, like many other first principles
accepted by the unthinking hordes,
would need more proof than has ever
been deemed necessary by those same
hordes. When, however, after a day
or two, the main facts emerged from
a sea of exaggerations, it was found that
the several thousand people killed and
wounded dwindled down to about seven-
ty, and that the grievances of the
strikers were rather vague, their only
distinct demand being the permission
to vote. The whole thing looks very
much like an attempt at revolution dis-
guised as an appeal to the “Little
Father,” and organized by a fanatic
who took goad care to run away and

st Vnglish trams, they get ai

hide at the psychological moment. Very
likely, when we shall be in possession
of all the facts, the whole thing will turn
out to have been nothing more serious
than the wise and necessary repression
socialist demonstration at
! Charleroi, in Belgium, some fifteen years
ago, when the sacrifice of half a hundred
lives saved the whole country from the
horrors of anarchy. Had Louis XVI.
been more of a man and less of u hooby.
all the benefits of the French Revolution
might have come gradually without any
tof its unimaginable atrocities. On the
sday in 1790 when the rabble invaded
ithe palace of Versailles, Nupoleon, then
a mere subaltern, exclaimed: “Qht If
I only had one cannon to stop that
mob.”"  And five years later, the very
day after he had received command of
the garrison of Paris, he swept the
streets with grapeshot, terrorizing the
Terrorists, bringing the Revolution to
an end, and ensuring to France twenty
yvears of internal peace and external
glory.

rof a great

Clerical News.

Mgr. Ritchot is gradually sinking,
Rev. Father Cherrier went to see him
carly this week and found bim very
quiet and resigned.

Rev. Father Lacasse, 0.M.I1., who
is now stationed at St. Mary’s Pres-
bytery, begins on Friday a short re-
treat to the Sisters of Mercy at St.
Norbert.

Very Rev. Father Allard, 0. M. 1
of Fort Franeis,

“In the district

confided  to his care

heen built, at Big
CFork, a  neat dittle  church dedicated
under the title of St. Patrick, 34 feet

there  has lately

by 18. It cost $750, 530 of which are
already paid. )
Rev. Father Guillet, 0.M.I1., who

had been invited to g special meeting
of the Oblate local chapter this week,
wrote from Duluth that he was un-
avoidably detained.

Nicholas Yunker will be or-

Sunday by

Rev.
dained priest
Grace in the German
Mr. Speeman will, on the
sion, receive minor orders.

————————

next

same oCCa-

The rumor, published last week, that
Father Fleming, = of the Parry Sound
district, had heen drowned while go-

ing to a sick ecall,is  happily un-
founded. He is quite well.
Rev. Father Lorian, F. M.l was

the Archbishop's guest on Thursday,
the 26th.

face, accompanied by Doy Fro Carair-

Rev. G. Belanger, pastor of Selhirk.
has been laid up for a few days in St
Boniface Hospital. Rev. D. Plante,
8.J., took his place at Selkirk last Sun-
day for the High Mass and sermon and
the service at the asylum.

Yev. Fr. Thibaud, F.M.I., having
been obliged to go to France for his
health, Rev. Fr. Loriau becomes supe-
rior of the Missionaires de Chavagnes
at St. Hubert and Cartier.

tev., Fr. Noret, of St. Mulo, has
lately completed a record trip to France,
going and returning in less than four
weeks.

Rev. Fr. Thibaudeau, O.M.I, has
lately been appointed parish priest of
St. Charles, which place Rev. Father
Marion, O.M.1., has left for the French
Lanadian ch;xrch at Duluth.

Cardinal Satolli is very seriously
ill. Pneumonia is feared.

]‘{ev. Fr. Costiou, O.M.I, becomes
assistant to Rev. Simeon Perreault,

,
was here this week |

His
Church. Rev. |

His Grace, the Archbishop of 360 Boei-

and, went to St. Alphonse last Sunday.:

OM.I., at the Indian Boarding Sechoot
of Crooked Lake. )

i,

During the absence of Rev. Arcade
Martin, who is visiting his aged parents
at St Jaeques le Mineur, Que., Rev.
lFr. Lamy,of the Three Rivers diocese,
lis aecting pastor of St. Joseph,

Rev. Fr. Libert, F.M.I., supplied for
Rev. I'r. Noret during the latter’s re-
cent trip to Irance.

———

Rev. Fro Hella, is asisting Rev. Fr.
Bourret ut St. Agathe.

Persons and Facts

Madame Loubet, the President’s aged
‘ mother, died 2t her home at Montelimar
jon Sunday last.  She was of sturdy
i character, and on her ninetieth birth-
rday wrote a public letter to her son,
rasking him to stop Combes’ ecrusade
Lagainst the religious Orders. President
Loubet was much devoted to her, and
when Combes came Sunday morning to
place his resignation in his hands, he
told him to come again; that there was
an old woman dead down in the south
of France whom he would bury before
he undertook any more funerals. —Wes-
tern Watchman,

Sherborne School, Dorsetshive, Eng-
Hand, which was founded by Ldward VI.
cin 1350, issnes an o interesting annual
ireport and list of members of the Old
| Shirhurnian  Socicty.  One  of  these
1 old boys” who resides in Winnipeg,
has kindly allowed us to look into the
last rveport issned in October, 1904,
Therein we read that Sherborne will
celebrate next June the twelve hun-
dredth anniversary of the first coming
cof St. Aldhelm to that town in 705 A.D.
i There will be dramutic scencs, proces-
sions and living pictures illustrating the
long history of the town. Of the six--
teen projected scenes eight are tho-
roughly Cuatholic. oune of them being
ithe introduction of the Benedictine
crule Ly Bishop Wulfsy THL: but, of
reourse, nothing will be said ahout the
“eontrest hetween the Sherborne of the
first- eight hundred yvears, whelly Cath-
Lolic, and the Sherborne of the lust four
: yvears,

thundred Pro-
testant.  No such dangerous historieul
reminiscences would have bheen tolerated
by the advisers of the thirteen vear
old king, who refounded the old Cathiolic
church school of Sherbormne,

e

overwvhelmingly

To judge from u picture of the and
Buchesg Caroline of Suxe-Weimar, pub-
Hished in Wednesday's Free Press, her
death from inflammation of the lungs
is but the inevitable result of the efforts

shie seems to he nuddng to shoulder her

waxy out of o overs Joweneoked dress.

Answer to S, {1 PRTIEE

M. rignt
Ber. for w humbug, s

:in so fur oax cle
preferable to the spelling “fasir, ‘which
15 common in the Stutes, probably be-
cause Americans generudly stiek to the
;old pronpneiation of ‘fakir.” 4 Mohum-
urtdan ascetie. Sinart (1835) used 0
pronounce this word with accent
on the first syllable; bui ol English-
men who have lived in the east, the
home of fakirs, now pronvunce this
word ‘fah-keer,” with the qecant on the
last syllable.

the

An unfortunate misfake, exaggerat-
ing the severity of our climate, was
made in the St. John's weekly weath-
er report published in the Telegram
of the 27th inst, and the Free Press
of the 28th. The highest temperature
for the week ending Jan. 26 is there
set down as 19.8 below zero on Jan.
25, whereas the mercury rose above
zero on that date (see Free Press
News Bulletin, Jan. 26). ’

The death of Professor E.B. Ken-
rick on Thursday, the 26th inst., will
be a great loss to the practical scien-
tific interests of this country. He was
a most distinguished analytical chem-
ist.




