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- ed.in., the preceptions of huge reptiles. and extinet ﬁshes 3
but such a. universé as the spirit of a men. dlscerns Wlthln
and so spreads without him 5 and of this it is certain, that.
the ihstant of -his bn-th was the date of its creation.. For«
had he been different, it would not haVe been the same 5
- had.he been opposite, it would have been reversed and
had it not been at all, it would not have appeared. ‘
‘Whatever is solemn in the appantlon of the fair and in-.
finite uiiverse, belongs to th'e day of Adam’s birth, A
- Greatér, however; and more sacred, was the day of
Christ’s birth ; of that “ second man,” - as Paul says w1th
glorious meaing; of that ¢ last Adam,” who was a “ quick--
ening spirit; » and the first parent of a new race of souls,
Heé too was placed by the hand of God upona fresh world,
and commissioned to explore its silent and trackless ways.
—to watch and rest in its darkness, and use and bless its
light — to learn by instinets divine and true, of its blos-
soms and its fruits; its fountains and its floods, But:it
was the world within, the untrodden forest of the soul,
whiere the consciousness of God hides itself in such dim
light, and whispers with -such mystic sound, as- befit a
region so boundless and primeval, — it was this.on which
Jesus dwelt.as the first inspired interpreter. Tohim it was
given, not to east his eye around human life and observe by
“what scene it was encompassed ; but to retire ino it, and
reveal What it contained ; not to disclose how man is ma-
terially placed but what he spiritually is ; to comprehend -
and direct, not his natural advantages of skill and physical
, po_v?er, but his grief, his hope, his strife, his love, his. sin,
his worship. - He was to find, not what comfort man may
open his besom - to receive, but what Dblessings he may
open his. heart to give ; nay, what. transformmg hght may



