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THE SITUATION.

orrthe purpose of making religions cor-
the o cntribute to the municipal taxes,
M0ocentral Trades aand Labor Council, at

int4real, passed a resolution in favor of
but lng ail local taxes on land values.
tt he two questions are totally distinct.
ronot necessary, in order to reach the

taoPerty 0f religions corporations, that ailte sheulh put on one species of pro-Perte.
in it T e scheme is self-contradictory
Pert essence. The desire to tax the pro
the 0 religious corporations proceeds on
but in th at the exemption is unjust,
the .th Very act of putting an end to it,

vroalo is made that not one, but
The~lot er exemptions, shouldbe created.

'Juganseth this suggestion is not less
presat thanits inconsistency. If the
rate of txemptions were abolished, the
i O au ion would not:be severely felt
taxaturon which the whole burthen of
ta ayperh local purposes is now thrown.
the Perhaps, not be possible to make

reater at present : but the proposal to
%ure t er exemptions iu its place, is the

a de to t to succeed. Objection isdo t theconpetition by religions cor-

1on , >lutthe labor market, with
if hnest labor." But any labor is honest,

e rit is what it appears to be. The
the re -f the; religions corporation is

Petit grievance; remove that and com-
on ust take careeof itself.

tries, u atery conference on the lake fish-
is'a Which Canada will be represented,

Stat he other side, the affair of the
eWhiCh border on the great inland

la ifferent States have different
the ar the lake fisheries, and some of

a'e the same as the laws of Canada.
e get Credit for having doue more than

ur nighbors to protect the inland fisher-
atte but Without concerted action, any
s*pt 5 at Protection can bring but partial

5This is now acknowledged by the

States which border on the great lakes,
and the fishery conference, to be held in

New York, is expected to do something to

improve the present hap-hazard state of

things.

The Brandon Farmers' Institute refuses

to endorse any scheme of immigration until

freight rates are reduced, and all duties

which tre assumed to bear unduly on the

farmers are abolished. The wisdom of thiE

policy may well be doubted. What is the

objection to encouraging immigration ?

Apparently the expense. But the expense

is borne by the whole country, while the

chief benefit goes to those portions of it

which have large quantities of land waiting

to be tilled. If the old settled sections of

the Dominion do not complain, surely

Manitoba has not -ause to do so. The re-

moval of any duties which may bear unduly

on farmers should proceed on its own merits;

and if freight rights would be more likely

to come with a large than a small produc.

ing population, the more produce to be

carried, the less would the carriage cost

the railways, and the influence of the popu.

lation would bear some proportion to its

magnitude.

Incorporation is likely to be obtained by

the sugar combine of the Maritime Pro-

vinces, the committee to which it was

referred having reported in favor of the

bill. The bill leaves out two companies in

the Maritime Provinces; but these, it is

said, will be enabled te sell under their

power of incorporation. A Halifax tele-

gram to the Montreal Witness says: "If

the bill passes as reported by the commit-

tee, the road is clear for a combine of all

the Canadian refineries." This is, perhaps,i

an extreme view et the case. Frein thea

position takenvby theDominion Govern.

ment, the combine at Halifax bas nothing

to fear from the veto power. When the

reason for exercising the veto is that thed

bill in question is within the competence of

the Local Legislature, what'are we to under

stand ? The inference seems to be that no

Provincial bill which is not outside the b

powerstof the Legislature will be vetoed.c

This le not the principle on which Ameri-

can Presidents, the Democratic holders of

the veto power, have proceeded. From j

the foundation of the American Govern.-

ment till after 1840, it continuedto be a ques.I

tion contested between the political parties,r

whether Congress had constitutional power c

to charter a bank; and the final decision I

ef the Suprene Court, that Congress had p

power, did not prevent the President veto-b

ing a bill to incorporate the Bank of the t

United States. Sir John Thompson is at T

liberty to take a different view of his duties p

in connection with the veto; but his real r

position on the question ought not to be 

left te infernce;it ought to be stated in f

decisive and unequivecal terme.

On the second ruading ef the Irish Home b

Rule Bis, in the British House of Commons, T

the ajority was forty.two. Ulster is al- p

most literally up inarmes againstthe mua- t

sure ; threats o ar ted : brieista c heavet
been openy made. If t t w n binte

effect, the British Govermntoudbi

obliged to enforce obedience to the new
order of things. But the bill will not be.
come [law this year, at any rate. The
Lords are sure to throw it out, once at
least, and in the actual state of feeling
they will be fully justified in doing so.
A general election must follow its rejection
by the Lords. If there be a majority in
the new House in favor of the bill, its
final passage will be assured, though the
House of Lords may reject it a second
time, unless restrained by a fear that their
action might lead to a creation of new
peers sufficiently large to carry the mea-
sure. The experiment about to be made
is not without peril, and a large number of
people look with serions apprehension to
the consequences. The working of Home
Rule would be sure to develop serious diffi.
culties on the financial question. The
Parnellites do not regard the present bill
as final; they profess to expect future
changes in the direction of a British and
Irish federation, though their aspirations
in the past, when they would be more freely
expressed, looked to separation, and many
people now believe that separation is the
ritimate aim.,

From existing sources of revenue, the
Chancellor of the Exchequer estimates
that, in the next financial year, the British
revenue would fall short by £2,000,000.
The expedient of au increase of the in-
come tax to the extent of a penny in the •
pound is to be resorted to. The alternative,
as put by the Chancellor of the Exchequer,
was to make good the deficiency by draw-
ing upon the sinking fund, which is des-
tined to the reduction of the debt. Put
this way, the choice was easily made; the
necessity, however, will not be relished,
an increase of the income tax never being
submitted to without a grumble.

Definite results have come from the
deliberations of the International Sanitary
Conference. Resort to a long quarautine
found no favor as a means of fencing out
cholera. Ships from infected ports are to
be allowed to proceed, if no new cbolera
cases have broken out on board witbin the
last week of the voyage. Suspicious cases
will practically be left to the local authori-
ties, which may insist on local surveillance.
The agreement is reported to embrace
" the closest restriction of importations of
rags, old clothes and bedding from infected
countries." Does this mean prohibition ?
The trade in rags most nearly concerne
paper makers, and if their foreign supplies
be limited to countries free from cholera,
hey are likely to be seriously affected.
The restriction may, react on the price of
paper, which for some time past bas

eached the lowest point ever attained.
The precantions agreed upon by the con-
erence will be enforced throughout Europe.
America, connected with the whole world
by shipping, cannot hope to enjoy the
benefit of isolation for sanitary purposes.
Through emigration, it is peculiarly ex-
posed, and may not fall into the interna-

ional arrangement which Europe has con-
cluded, in all its details. Indeed the
governments on this side of the water will
have difficulty in carrying out the sanitary

i


